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PREFACE. 


It may, without much^risk of error, be as- 
sumed, that few persons unconnected with 
tl ?nilitAry profession, possess any clear and 
li^stiiict ideas reSpepfing the situation of an 
office?!’ on his being taken priodner, ot the 
luirdsliips he usually encounters during his 
i'omo\ ;d from one place to another, and his 
residence in tiuit within the limits of which 
he is dually cohHned< I am, therefore, of 
opinion, that the communieation of an au- 
thentic and artless relation of At hat has ac- 
tuallly occurred in such a situation, will be 
received vvith satisfaction by a great number 
of readers. Such a gciiuine and siijiple nar- 
rative is that in whicji my son has given an 

account of t5ie adventures which befel him- 

# 

self, and his unfortunate companions, made 
prisoners by*the French. He nlay, perhaps, 
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have delivered many opinions that are erro- 
neous-pronounced many judgments tliat are 
immature; but as, on tlic Avhole, I am sure 
he has always spoken from his hcarl , 1 lun e 
not thouglft myself at liberty to alter any of 
his sentiments. 

I have also been indneed to commU: Mie 
following ^)ages to thej^res^, by llie anxio is 
desire of Jhc yoiuig man, to oiler Jhrougli 
their medium sincere and j)ublic thanks to 
liis henethetors. In that expression of gra- 
tkude his father w^ar.nrly joins. 

A. VON KOTZEBLJiv 

Koningsberg, 

May, 9, 



THE 


RUSSIAN PRISONER OF WAR 

AMONO 

THE french. 


CHAPTER I. 

il/j/ Capture. 

The corps of Count Von Wittgenstein, U> 
wliicli I belonged, liad luilted before Pol otzk. 
On the 10th of August (O. S.), 1812, the ad- 
vanced guard, under General Wlastollj occu- 
pied, in position, the little to*vn of Belo, 

about a mile and a half* from Polotzk. I 

• 

was the only officer of tlie general staflfi at 
that time, with the advanced guard, as my 

* In the distances, GermaiCmiles are always to be un- 
derstood, unless some other measiuTi be expressed. The 
German mile ii5 equal to about five English miles.— T* 



.,.- 2 - ■ 

brother was sick. About a mile and a quar- 
ter distant, on our left wing, lay a wood, 
which it was necessary to reconnoitre, as it 
extended towards Polotzk, which the enemy 

possessed. Unfortunately, 1 learned too late 
« 

that this wood covered a road which afforded 

an excellent communication. 

We had been obliered to sustain iin action, 
^ *> 

and tile whole corps, still I'atigued, was rest- 
ing., I resolved, therefore, to go alone into 
the wood, and 'explore it as far as I could by 
myself. I rode a’ considerable way into it. 
As I proceeded, I discovered a pretty good 
I'oad, which, the farther I advanced, still ap- 
peared to become better ; and upon which I 
could discover no recent traces either of 

ft 

, horses’ feet, or carriage wlieels. Emboldened 
by this last circumstance, I moved gradually 
onward, and discovered a village. It was si- 
tuated in a sort of hollpw, which enabled me 
easily to survey it. I could sec nobody, but 
I was unwilling to return with my purpose 
unaccomplished. I therefore rdde straight 
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into the village, stopped op})osite to the first 
house ; wlicn, after long and loud calling, a 
peasant cajnc forth. On asking jiim wiicthcr 
there were any French there, lie jeplied that 
he had seen none. Indeed I could no^, hat 
believe tlic fellow, as be still had a wretched 
coat on his back, and 1 liearci geest? cackling 
in the yard — things ncj: usually f<)iMid where 
the Fvciich have halted. Niich sounds were 
then jileasing ; lor men wh« during long 
inarches have jiassed through only mined and 
desolate villages, withoiiUperceiving the trace 
of a living being, feel an indescribalile satis- 
faction on liearing even a dog hunk. 

In reply to my (piestions, the jKjasant, 
among other things, informed imf, that a very 
good road led from the village to lAdolzk,^ 
and communicated, about lialf a mile fartlicr 
on, with the iTighway, along which olir army 
had retired tlu'ee daysdieforc^. I iinmediately 
determined on proceeding thither, in order 
to sketch the situation of the rgadj intend- 
ing, on my return, to make a report to the 

2 
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general, and to recommend the occupation of 
tlie village. This operation £lj)peared to me, 
in the first jfiuce, calculated to ])rotcct our 

fi ' 

left flank from a surprise, which, as I after- 
wartls learat, was meditated by the enbmy ; 
and secondly, as the village was situated in 
the rear of the enemy’s outposts, they might 
consequeptly have been surrounded unpb- 
scrved. Such were the fine projects I pic- 
tmed to myself whilst I was drawing, and by 
which, on their accomplishment, 1 hoped to 
obtain credit. , ■ 

Iliad, however, scarcely finished my sketch, 
when about, twenty of the enemy’s cavalry 
suddenly rushed upon me from the village. 
Although I have witnessed many a hard- 
fought battle, I must cord'ess that terror never 
so completely took possession of me as at 
that moment. 1 so.on, however, perceived 
that my assailants were Uhlans; and, from 

t 

their irregular manner of riding, I concluded 
that they were not accompanied by any offi- 
cer. To think of ojiposing twenty Uhlans 
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would have bce*n madness, and yet I was un, 
willing to. surrender myself to such a disor- 
derly party. I therefore spurred my horse, 
and galloped off at full speed. As'iny^mrsu- 
ers rendered my return irnpracticable, I was 
compelled to go directly tow^irds the enemy’s 
pci^ition ; I hopecj, hojvever, cither, to e/cape 
by some half miracle* or at least to reach one 
of the enemy’s strong picket,s, whose officer 
would protect me from ill ireatinent. 

Scarcely had I turile^.1, when the IJhlaas 
fired several shots, one of which grazed the 
belly of my horse. He was 4jefore much 
sw’ifter than the Uhlan horses, but the irrita- 
tion of‘tI)e Avoiind inci'cased liis/«peed to such 

a degree, tliat I soon left my pursiXiis at a 

• 

considerable distance behind me. 1 had now 
reason to fern- that they would put ifo hounds 
to their ragg should, Chey ©vertake me, and 
►therefore more earnestly viished to fall into 

other hands. Had the wood not been so 

• ■ 

thick, I might, perhaps, have escaped thiough 
it; but those who have seen the close growth 
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of the Russian forests, and l\avc observed the 
manner in which all the passages are gene- 
rally lilled ii)) with felled trees, well know 
that tK y are almost as impenetrable as walls. 
Pcrha})s, had I had time to delibeiatc, I might 
have abandoned my horse, and endeavoux'cd 
to have concealed myself among the trees, at 
the risk of starving, or being shot by the first 
man who saw me. But the moment on which 
a man’s fate depends is seldom that in which 
Ids powers of reflection are most vigorous, 
and I fled thus rapidly about a cpiarter of a 
mile, withoul perceiviiig any enemy in front 
of me. At lengtii the wood became more 
open, the roijd took a turn, and in a mom/Diit 
I camecplump upon a Bavarian jxicket. It 
would l)e difficult to say wliicli ])arty was, in 
the first instance, moat alarmcd-by this ren- 
contre, for in spite of' iny embroidered uni- 
form and bcardl^’ss chin, there was raised a. 
general cry, — To arms ! The Cossacks ! The 
Cossacks ! It must indeed liave appeared 
probable that I was followed by a sw’arm of 
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Cossacks, and it was impossible at first to 
perceive the contrary. My house was seized 
by tjie bridle, the bayonets were pqinted at 
me, and I stammered out the, hard word — 


Quarter ! 

*rhe cajjtain wlio Qommanded this post, ap- 
proached me in vefy friendly iT?!inner, and 
said r “ Young gentleman, I feel for .your 
misfortune. But you have ‘fallen into the 
hands of a plain old soldier, if that can give 
you any consolation. 1 promise you not* a 
hair of your head shall be harmed.” 

This unexpected assurance, ’accompanied 
by a shake of the liand, banished all appre- 
hension of ill treatment from iny mi^d, and I 
began to reflect more coolly on the extent of 

the misfortune which had befallen me. As 

• * * . 

yet no one had notiped my sword; I took it 

from my sidfe. — It was one of the most pain- 
ful moments of my life.— With difficulty I 
said to the captain — “ Sir, Idiave worn it 
seven years, and this is the’first time” — Here 
my tongue failed me. “ AlHvho bear arms,” 



replied the good old man, “ are liable to 
this misfortune ; and to lose your sword in 
this manner is no disgrace. Were it in my 
power, you should still keep it.” 

I wished to thank him, hut was unable, so 
deeply did his generous conduct move me. 
I no\.' consider myself fortunate in haviiig 
this opportunity of publicly expressing my 
gratitude. He perhaps has not forgotten me 
— I gave him my drawing as a memorial of 
me *. 

I heard no more of my pursuers. They 
doubtless returned to the village, when they 
found they liad driven me on the Bavarian 
picket. A corporal and two jnivates were 
ordered to conduct me to head-quarters. I 
again shook hands with the captain, cast a 

* It is to be regretted that the autlioi\did not make a 
memorandum of the name of this officer, or at least in- 
scribed it ill his memory. — Thank lieaven it will be seen 
in these pages that the poor prisoners often fell in with 
worthy and humane men, bat unfortunately their names 
have very often been' forgotten. — A. von Kotzebue. 
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last sorrowful look on my poor wounded 
horse, and marched oil’ with my .escort. 

who has commanded troops ^limself, 
cannot easily avoid ex])eriencitig* a painful 
feeling, on being placed under the control of 
common soldiers. \i/^hilst t walked behind 
thV foremost of n*^? conductors, wi^i my eyes 
fixed* on the ground, and often buried in 
thought, if I sometimes devkited a little to 

one side, I immediately heaid from behind 

• 

me the harsh cry — Kecft in the middle ! TlTe 
words went to my heart. 

After a march of more than d (piarter of a 
mile, we came to the second ])ost, where 
the*re were two oflicers. The^ eldest of the 
two demanded my papers. Fortunatf^y I had 
nothing of importance about me, except a 
small map, of the neighbourhood of Polotzk, 
which I delivered. ’Hf; aj^peared unwilling 
* to believe that 1 had nothinjr more; informed 
me that I. should be very striotly t'xamined 
at head-quarters, and.thaf no denial would 
serve me there. I felt offemded, and said, 
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“ If you do not place confidence in iny word, 
you may search me.” I immediately began 
to pull pfl' my coat. The officers, however, 
declined ttie search, protesting very civilly 
that they had only required me to deliver up 
my papers in compliance with tlieir orders. 

Anothci’ party of soldier? now took change 
of me, and I proceeded on my journey. 
Though we were fortunately shaded by the 
thick trees ofthe Adjoining forest, yet, owing 
to the great heat, and my being unused to 
march on foot, I was frequently on the point 
of sinking vo the ground. The corporal, 
who perceived how fatigued I was, ])roposcd 
that 1 should take a short rest, adding that he 
]iad received orders to treat me with kind- 
ness. This was a very welcome offer. My 
thirst was intolerable, but in vainylid we look 
around us in the hope of procunng a draught 
of water. The corporal had only a little 
brandy, which he readily shared with me. 
As I had still money about me, I offered him 
some ; but the bvavc fellow warmly expressed 
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his displeasure tat the proposal, saying that a 
soldier ought to do an act of civility to ano- 
ther without payment; and that as he himself 
might one day or other encounter limilar 
fate to mine. Heaven would reward liim for 
wlnjt he now did. Moved by this generosity, 
I i^nmediately wrote a note in th^ llussian 
language, in which *1 briefly mentioned the 
friendly services he had performed to me,*and 
recommended him to all into whose hands he 
might fall. Well did he merit this recon\- 
mendation ; for the soldier who, in a moment 
of distress, divides his last drop of brandy 
with an unfortunate prisoner, disjdays in that 
act utiorc real charity, than the ri^;h man who 
distributes hundreds to the poor. 

After this refreshment, we resumed our 
march, and in the course of half andiour we 

reached a small fortified* posiljon about a cpiar- 

* • 

ter of a league from Polotjk. Three days 

before I had myself occupied it with our 

' • • 

troops. On a little hillock,, on which stands 

t 

the image of a saint, protected by a covering. 
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my general was then encamped, and on that 
very spot, a colonel of the enemy’s, army had 
now pitched his tent: he was a venerable 
looking, gi ay -headed man, and was seated at 
a table, writing w'ith great diligence. I was 
no sooner introCjluced, than he rose from his 
seat, and- enquired my rank and name: ^n 
hearing the name of Kotzebue, he approp,ched 
me with a frieqdly air, and gave me assurance 
of good treatment- I praised what 1 had al- 
ready experienced. .He seized my hand, and 
shaking it heartily, ordered an adjutant to 
conduct melo the general. This delicate at- 
tention, so characteristic of the German war- 
rior, affectedi.me deejdy; and my eyes, suf- 
fused with teal’s, told the old gentleman what 
my tongue wanted the power to utter. 

Our way led over the field of battle, where 
a few days before so. many qf my valiant 
countrymen had, perished j where my brave 
brother had his horse killed under him in 

i- 4 

storming a convent, and found, after the ac- 
tion, three balls, in his mantle. Broken mus- 
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Jccts, lances, and knapsacks, were strewed on 
all sides; scattered about among them were 
still numbers of wounded, the greater half of 
whom, notwithstanding their groans and cries 
for Ifelp, it had been impossible k> r^ove. 
It was in vain to think ofJjurying the dead. 

I particularly remarked an unfortunate 
Russian n’car whom I passed: a «^nnon-ball 
had shattered his leg^n so dreadful a manner, 
that his recovery M^as hopeless. He appeared 
to await tranquilly the approach of death. 
Half sitting, half lying, .his head resting upo)|)i 
a stone, and his eyes directed towards a 

1 

neighbouring church, he seemet^ wrapt in de- 
votion: nothing but a Russian uniform could 
have awakened his attention; Im turned his 
eyes towards me with an emotion of^^itisfac- 
tion, and said, in a faltering tone : “ Heaven 
be praised ! ,I see a Russian befone I die ! 
Though yoli are a prisoner, you are happier 
than I; not because you havx your limbs, but 
because you will see your friends again. — Oh 
God! I have a wife and, children! How 
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liappy sliould I die, could I behold them once 
again !” — I could not long endure this painful 
siglit; I stretched out my hand towards him, 
and reminded him of the Russian proverb : — 

SACRF^ ANa GLORIOUS IS HIS DEATH WHO DIES 
FOE HIS COUNTRY*. ’ 

The adjutant who accompanied me, vias, 
as well as 'C.’yself, much affected by this scene, 
and we proceeded in silence to the house of 
the general, which was in front of the town, 
and distant from it a few thousand paces: it 
was the same house in which Count Wittgen- 
stein had a few days before establislied his 
head-quarters ; but it was now scarcely pos- 
sible to recognize it ; for as the last battle 
had commenced by an attack in this direction, 
the nuuterous discharges of artillery directed 
on the head-quarters, had so shattered the 
roof and’ walls, that tlie w'hole building pre- 

I applied to the surgeon -general to obtain, if possi- 
ble, some relief for this unfortunate man ; but I was as- 
sured that any attempt to move him would cause his im- 
mediate death. 
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sented the appearance of a sieve*. In this 
ruin of a house I was received by a Bavarian 
general, who, after having asked me a few 
questions, sent me to General Wrede. 

I hitd formerly known Polotzk, and consi- 
dered it a very pleasant .city ; *but I now 
found it much altered: every house served 
as a sort of breast- work ; all the stt^gets were 

palisadoed; and a redoubt was constructed 

• . • * 

on the beautiful promenade ; instead of citi- 
zens peacefully carrying on^their business, I 
beheld only idle officers <ind hungry soldiei's. 
The hospital was filled with the wounded and 
dying, and the air was infected , with foetid 
exhalations. 

We passed through the marketj^Jace, which 
' used formerly to be filled by Jews, bu^\jv'hich 
now overflowed with Frenchmen. My ap- 
pearance excited curiosity ; many dozens, 
whose approdch was amounped at the dis- 

^ The count had fortunately left thfi house, in order to 

inspect the riglit wing, about a quarter of an hour before 

■ • • 

the attack commenced. 
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tance of ten paces by the effluvia of brandy, 
quickly surrounded me, and pagerly began to 
gratify their loquacious propensities; but the 
adjutant, with the words, “ Here are General 
AVreeVe s quarters,” put a sudden stop to all 
interlocution. 

We entered the house, and found, in an 

c.' 

anti-rooiprr a very foppishly dressed and tho- 
roughly perfumed French secretary ; who po- 
litely offered me a pinch of snuff: I requested 
him to let me have a glass of water: — “ Ah ! 
Mon Diei/, monsieurj” said he, “ you have 
only to command, and you shall have both 
wine and wafer.” Upon this, he immediately 
ordered some refreshment to be brought to 
me. He then wished to satisfy his own curio- 

n 

sity ; j'Out the door opened, and General 
Wretle appeared: his manner of addressing 
me was> polite, though he seemed to regard 
me with an air of uncommon earnestness, 
and even of suspicion. 

“ I will go with you myself to the com- 
mandant, General St. Cyr” — were the first 
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words he uttered, while taking his hat and 
sword. We went* out, and, on this occasion, 
place was vesj)cctrully given me on^he street, 
and all hon-mats were suppressed. 

General St. Cyr had his quarters ^n the Je- 
suits’ convent, a fine building, with which I 
was \wll acq^^^iainted. We soov> reached the 
gloor^y cloisters, thsough wliich tbe^nonks 
w'cre sauntering like so many ghosts. Gene- 
ral St. Cyr received me V'ery politely. His 
first question was; “ I liope*you have not 
been ill treated by my troops ?” I assured 
him that I had expei ienced ®K?iy thing the 
reverse of ill treatment, and thankfufly related 
what had occurred. General Wrede now 
turned •to me, and said: “ I und(3’s*tan(^you 
have not been searched. You will, therefftre, 
lay all your papers on the table.” 

“ Except a sm'all map,” *[ replied, “which 
I delivered to the commanding* officer at the 
second post, I had no papers my posses- 
sion.” 

An aide-de-camp was ^immediately dis- 

{’• 
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patched to bring the map, and General 
Wrede again addressed me': “ Consider, sir, 
that you will be searched.” Vexed at this 
observation, I hastily proceeded to offer that 
sorCof iiatisfaction here whicli I had so gene- 
rously been prevented from giving at the se- 
cond post, namely, to pull off my coat ; and 
if that aid not rennove all suspicion, to un- 
dress myself completely. But General St. 
Cyr, who is not less distinguished for his 
conduct as a gentleman, than liis ability as a 
commander, declared that my word was suffi. 
cient; and, in order to excuse what had 
passed, added that such a strict investigation 
was sometimes necessary, as prisoners, in 
consequence of the confusion into whieh they 
wer j thrown by the suddenness of their mis- 
fortune, could not always recollect what they 
had aoout them. 'Several questions were now 
put to me, wliich Canswered as laconically as 
possible, that I might not be drawn into a 
disclosure of any information I possessed. 

With pleasure, in the mean time, I ob- 
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served young Massena, the son of the cele- 
brated marshal ‘among the general’s aides-de- 
camp. A few hours before the last battle 
was fought, we met and had a friendly parti- 
cipation of a flask of wine, at Jhe outf>osts. 
In this first interview, on such an occasion, it 
wa» natural that military events should form 
th^ subject of o^ir conversation'^'* Among 
other .topics, the possibility of being bjken 
prisoner was not omitted: finally we pro- 
mised reciprocal aid, if such an event should 
occur, and exchanged addresses. This wa3 
scarcely done, when the trumpet sounded, 
each hastened to his post, and thfe sanguinary 
contest commenced. All these circumstances 


rushed suddenly on my recolleetfon^he mo- 
ment I saw him. We embraced in tlA; pre- 
sence of the generals, who stared at us with 

astonishment,*until the cause of this proceed- 

* . • * 

ing was explauied. 

* General St. Cyr kindly jiermittcd me to 
send an open letter to my comiijanding offi- 
He inquired where my father was, and 


cer. 
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smiled when I said that he had still one foot 
in Russia, but that the other was raised in 
order that he might, in case of necessity, set 
himself down in England. — “ Your father is 
right to take precautions, but our emperor is 
good,” was the genei'al’s answer. — Then turn- 
ing to Massena, he said: “ You will take 
care thaC’our prisoner is -’/veil lodged; and, 
above all, that he does not die of hunger.” 
For the last part of this recommendation I 
was very thankfu^, as many of the gentlemen, 
1 thought, looked *as if they had been on 
short allowance for some weeks; and in this 
conjecture 5 soon found I had not been de- 
ceived. 
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CHAPTISR ir. 

Ml/ Halt in Vololzk. 

Wmi.sT we ranged through the Jesuits’ 
convent, itt which a cell had Been^llotted to 
ine’hy the rnguks, Mas^cna informed me ‘that 
the Russian officers made prisoners in the4ast 
battle, had, a few days before, been trans- 
ported to Wilna. This was very unwelcome 
news to me, as Major Switschin, my parti- 
cular friend, was among the number taken. 
A captain, who was severely wounded, was 
the only one left behind ; we immediately 
went to visit him, and he likewise pNved to 
be an old acquaintance, whose joy on seeing 
me was indescribable. I would gladly have 

had, for my quarters, asjiare of the ceil which 

• • 

he occupied; but the unpleasant smell arising 
from his wounds, prevented ifie from making 
such a propcfsal. I, however, promised to 
visit him as often as I could *gain permission. 
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A monk now came to inform me that my 
cell was ready : it was a tolerably good one, 
situated on the third floor, and a lialf-starved 
soldier v-itood as sentinel before it. M?.ssena 
here recommended me to the care of the 
monk, and departed. He had scarcely disap- 
peared, wljcn tfie Jesuit burst forth with the 
exclamation of the “ CwscS Frencfi /” and'be- 
gan with great fluency to inform me how they 
had plundered the city, and particularly the 
fine cellar belonging to the convent; and that 
even the church Had not been spared by 
them. The good monk must have seen but 
little of the world, when such occurrences 
surprised him. 

It wr.5 now eight o’clock in the evening, 
and I had not tasted food during tlic whole 
day, I, therefore, broke the tliread of his 
discourse, the first time he paused to take 
breath,. in order to make an encpiiry respect- 
ing the provisions of the convent. This good 
man, however, whom I would- gladly have 
seen in the kitchen, but who would never 
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stir from the cellar, reminded me of the Rus- 
ssian proverb : The full siomach seldom thinks 
of the emptp one. I, at length, found that 
there was no other remedy than to over^vhelm 
him with words in my turn, and*I thus ob- 
tained from him the consoling information 
that supper •would be »eady in*hal^an hour, 
and flliat I migjit thfin set out to partake of it 
under the escort of my sentinel. He short- 
ened this half hour by relating tb me a num- 
ber of standing jokes upon th*e French, which 
he generally ended by expressing a wish of 
sending them all to purgatory. At length 
the bell for supper sounded, and my compa- 
nion and I, escorted by the sentinel, followed 
,the ringing invitation through file spacious 
halls of the convent. 

We entered a large saloon, decoratejd with 

sacred images, in which ,my eyes w^ere grati- 

^ • 

tied by the pleasing sight* of covered tables 
on every side. The Jesuits, among whom 
there was a ftumber of Germans, received 
me in a very friendly manner. After supper. 
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a circle was formed around me, from whicli 

f 

each in his own language related his misfor- 
tunes, an^ seemed happy to pour forth his 
sorrov'S into a friendly bosom. I cheered 
them witli, the hope, that the Russians would 
shortly enter Polotzk, and with delighted 
countenances* they wished me a good liight’s 
rest. ‘ 

,,For the fulfilment of this wish, more was 
necessary than the mere desire to sleep. 
When alone in ‘my cell I first felt my misfor- 
tune in its full extent. It is only in time of 
war that an officer of the general staff can 
hope for advancement in his profession; I 
was now deprived of this prospect i — My 
couni;’:/ ovferrun by a foreign enemy; myself 
totally destitute; separated from my friends; 
without any hope of a speedy return, — was it 
to be wondered that I tossed myself about on 
a sleepless bed? 

In the morning Massena introduced several 
staflF-officeiEs to me, who, as his comrades, of- 
fered me consolation, though their real object 
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was to procure information from me. The 
conversation riaturally turned on the last bat- 
tle. As we had been defeated, I was the less 
abl^ to justify the errors which had been com- 
mitted; but I did not fail to rc^mind tllem of 
the eighteen pieces of cannon which we had 
tatcen, and of the v^jlour of our cavalry, who 
had bravely chaa'ged* into the hfert »f the 
city.* I likewise expressed my satisfaction 
that their cavalry had been employed for such 
a length of time in foraging on the other side 
of the Dwina, which had consequently occa- 
sioned their delay in coming up, and t« 
which circuinstance we in a great measure 
attributed our safety. They acknowledged 
thS, and all exclaimed, that fhe general who 
commanded those troops had been Arrested 
for liis misconduct. 

I was ratlier anxious to get rid of my guests, 
as I had letters to wTrite ; and was besides un- 
willing to enter too deeply into the military 
dispositions of our army. They, however', fell 
into a dispute concerning the particalar day 
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on which they expected to enter Peters- 
biirgh. Their boasting was intolerable; and 
I again mingled in the conversation, intend- 
ing, if po'ssible, to be more extravagant than 
they: this is the only way to stop a French- 
man’s volubility of tongue. “ You have for- 
gotten, gentleme'h,” said- 1, “ that the Crown 
Prince of 'Sweden is on oiir side; and has 
probably, ere this, landed at Koningsberg 
with 30,000 men. Should you possess any 
magazines, they will all be taken ; and with 
regard to your new art of war, by which the 
■xvhole burthen is thrown on the inhabitants, 
the Crown Prince, in order to avail himself 
of it, need only cut off your retreat.” I'hey 
laughed o^i hearing me mention the landing 
at Koningsberg, and I laughed at the entry 
into Petersburgh. However, this did not 
serve to convince them : they began to talk 
of their pi'ojected visit to Moscow, and en- 
quired of me whether a diligence could be 
procured Between Moscow and Petersburgh. 

I replieS','^ that at 'present there was none. 
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but that when the Russians arrived in Paris, 

I 

they would not fail to send a number of cap- 
tured diligences to supply tliQ deficiency. 
This •iinswer offended them a little,* and at 
intervals they all departed. 

I then wrote to my father, to inform him 
that I was in good health, ^nd in want of 
money ; for,, in sfich ^ircumstancdfe, one is 
permitted to write nothing more. I likeavise 
wrote to my brother William, ^nd gave botli 

the letters to the chief of fhe staff to be for- 

• 

warded : five days however elapsed, and no 
answer arrived ; and I was finally obliged to 
set off without having the satisfaction of 
knowing that my friends were acquainted 
with my fate. During thesd* five Mays my 
stomach met with a powerful protectof in the 

chief of the Jesuits (I believe he is termed 

• • • 

tlie general). I had obtained the friendship 
of this man *a year before* when I was in- 
specting the convent, by nfaking him a pre- 
sent of a few Indian coins, which I had pro- 
cured during my voyage round the world. 
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They had been deposited in the cabinet of 
coins, and were now repaid to me with in- 
terest. I sa.t down to table twice every day 
with the monks, and this was an advantage 
whicii, in my circumstances, could not have 
been repaid by gold. It was impossible to 
extend this kindness, had they been- at liberty 
so tc do,^' to all prisoiiers'} for, besides the 
general officers and officers of the staff, they 
had to maintain a number of hungry soldiers, 
who served to guaVd their cathedral, and the 
remains of their cellars. As they had to sus- 
-tain this burthen for two months, I cannot 
conceive ho\v they managed to satisfy all who 
visited the convent. 

Moreq’-ef, 1 must not omit to mention, 
that they neglected no opportunity of assist- 
ing the Ilussians who had been wounded and 
jnade prisoners ; their kindness Wjp.s, indeed, 
exerted in secrecy, for they dared not show 
it openly. Still hundreds daily died of their 
wounds, and, hundreds of hunger ; and the 
length of time which the greater part of the 
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dead remained unburied, renders it surprising 
that the plague \iid not break out. It is wor- 
thy of renjark, that when the Jesuits calcu- 
lated how many had died in course of the 

day, they counted only the Russiaas ; for 

• ^ 

the French, having alreally consigned them 
to bell, they gave themselvjes no concern 
abOjLit them. 

General St. Cyr wds kind enough to invite 

% 

me twice to his table. He appjeared, at first, 
to consider me a sort of svnpleton ; for, af- 
though the peace with ‘Turkey had been ce» 
lebrated a few days before by numerous dis- 
charges of artillery, and information thereof 
had been communicated to the French, that 
they* might not misunderstanii tlie^cause of 
the firing of the cannon, his excellency af- 

i 

fected to be ignorant of this event, and said 
that the Turks had bfeen reinforcfed by a 
strong FrenQh corpsj ‘which would greatly 
endanger our army on that gide ; and that a 

reinforcement of 10,000 men, destined for his 

• • 

own corps, which had arrived at Wilna, would 
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enable him inimediatolj to inarch lo Peters- 
burgh. He accompanied the last statement 
with a smile; and I doubt whether 1 should 
have been able to bridle my tongue, had not 
an excellent dish of roast meat banished all 
hostile reflections rrom my mind. 

On one of fhese occasions, when dinner 
was nca’’ly ended, ^ve Russian dragoons, 
wlio had been taken prisoners, were brought 
in under the , escort of ten peasants. They 
had been stationjed in a village within the 
line of our advanced posts ; and had, doubt- 
^ less, been betrayed through placing too much 
confidence in the inhabitants; they were sud- 
denly attacked wnth clubs and pitchforks, dis- 
armed, i\nd forced away. My blood boiled 
when . I beheld them, and I was then con- 
vinced that my own misfortune was to be 
attributed solely to the peasant, who, instead 
ofw'^araing me of my ^danger, . had betrayed 
me to the Uhlai|jS. General St. Cyr affecteu 
to be much displeased with the conduct of 
the peasants, and desii’ed them not to inter- 
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fere, in future, with the business of the sol- 
diers. However, this was nothing but hy- 
pociisy ;^for the peasants, as the Jesuits af- 
terwards informed me, were liandsomcly re- 
warded ; and I myself saw them, s«ipetiine 
after, regaled in the convent witli bread and 
bsandy ; articles which were seldom given 
away, and never without paym^it^ 

^\;hen the table wfts cleared, all the company 
departed ; I alone had the happiness to be 
fnvited to smoke a segaj: with the gen^f.'. 
After much importunity I consented, and we- 
smoked together very familiarly over a cu^ 
of coffee. It is well known, |;hat a French- 
man cannot long converse without boasting 
of Jiimself j and self-love, ijj il)is instance, 

furnished the subject. St. Cyr spok§ of the 

• 

love of order and justice, by which he was 
guided even in an enemy’s terrftory, and 
particularfyjjoasted pfhis merit in not having 
•availed himself of the favo>prable dispositions 
of the peasantry ; for,” continued he, “ had 
we only proclaimed liberty, we- should have - 



been received vvitli open arms, and a genera! 
revolution must have ensued^” I did not 
remind him how many proclamations of tiiat 
sort had ^already gone forth, and had com- 
pletcly’ failed in their object ; I merely took 
the liberty of asking'tbe general, whether he 
knew the sentiments of the Russian peasan- 
try j and ^sifid, that if,he did not, I couM 
assure him they were, ujion the whole, .very 
happy ; adding, that it was hazardous to 
xorce people to ageept even blessings which 
they did not wish foi'. They must then be 
happy indeed, was his answer j to which I 
made no denial. 

Our conversation was now interrupted by 
the entrance* of a powdered butler, who rush- 
ed in as if he had been the bearer of some 
< 

important information, exclaiming. We have 
found them! we have found them! I sup- 
posed that he alluded to ..the seizure of some 
dangerous spies j ^.but his joy was occasioned * 
by nothing more than the discovery of a 
dozen bottles of wine, which had been con- 



83 


cealed by the poor grenadiers of the Pope, 
(as the Jesuits were jestingly styled,) and 
which the tfelicate scent of the butler had 
enabled* him to detect. By this trifling cir- 
cumstance I wMs, for a sliortjime, hinocently 
placed ill a diijngreeable situation. It was 
maliciously irts/uiiated to the prior, iyho had 
reserved this wine ibr^dTritiking at supper, 
tliat I had hinted its concealment to tlffe 
French. Fortunately, he soon became re- 
conciled to me, and was convinced that I 
could not possibly have known whether or 
not he had any wine in his j)ossession. It 
was aiterwards discovered, that a hungry sol- 
dier had, notwithstanding the guard, slipped 
iyto the 'church in search of bread! Hb was 
unable to find any, and was preparing to 
carry off some silver cups, when he perceived 
the precious wine. The. poor wretch pro- 
posed sharing his "booty with* the butler; but 
the latter preferred gaining hi^ master’s fa- 
vour, and for that purpose betrayed* the sol- 
dier. 
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During m/ residence in Polotzk, I had 
frequent opportunities of conversing with 
General St. Cyr ; and I mu?t own that his 
humanity and his talents were such as to me- 
rit my highest respect. Massena informed 
me that Bonaparte dislih^d this general, be- 
cause h'? was the descendant of an ancient 

t- 

and noble family.' Had it not been nn that 
account, he would have been made a marshal 
long ago, in consideration of his ability and 
services. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Removal to Wilna. 

I HAU received no answer to my letters, and 
on the siith day I wes ordert;d t£> hold my- 
self in readiness ftr a«:ompanying a cohvoy 
of prfsohers which was shortly to depart for 
Wilna. Notwithstanding the friendship whiejj. 

the Jesuits, and even the iTrench, professed 

• • 
towards me, not one of them yet seemed fo 

have observed that 1 had but a single shirt in' 

my possession, and that none of the cleanest. 

My tongue was indeed silent, but every move- 

ment of my body might have convinced them 

that I had to contend with an enemy* which* 

allowed me no rest, ejiher day or pight. I 

allude to vermin, to be annoyed by wliich is, 

Jo a man who has been decently brought up, 

doubly insupportable. * 

After I hhd taken leave of General St. Cyr, 

D 2 
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(who promised to forwiird my letters to me in 
case they should arrive,) and had bid young 
Massena a hearty farew'ell, tlie Jesuitslipped 
a loaf into n^y knapsack, and ray "old monk 
■whispered to me, for the last time, his phrase, 
The cursed Mremh ! The de1;achment of pri- 
soners, to the commander of which. Lieu- 
tenant Pineda, I was delivered, consisted of 
sixty meii, I was th6 onfy officer; twenty 

c 

men* and one drummer formed our dscort. 
JLjeutenant Pineda was a native of Holland, 
but strongly atta'ched to the French ; he, 
however, spoke their language miserably; 
'was much distressed for provisions, and M’ith 
respect to cloathing, worse off than myself. 
The Jesuits, at my solicitation, filled the 
empty flask which hung by his side. He took 
.a hearty draught, counted the prisoners, and 
gave the command, To the left about ! 'Plie 
drum beat, and I, the most mise.rahlc figure 
imaginable, marched off at the head of the 
prisoners. This retinue proceeded to the op- 
posite side of the Dwina, where v/e halted to 
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purchase a little tobacco at a sutler’s waggon. 
In the mean*w|jile I stood with my*eyes turn- 
ed towards ray native country, inti^fonng 
Heaven for strength to bear, my misfortunes, 
and praying for my fatljer, and all who were 
dear t5 me, whom I supposed myselfelestined 
never again to ^ee. eyes were bathed in 

tears. The lieutenant, who had left a wift; 
behind him in his native country,* was much 
moved. This melancholy^ scene formed a 
bond of friendship between us, which in the 
sequel was only once interrupted, and that 
through misconduct on his })art. 

We resumed our march, without beat of 
drum, of any rigid enforcement oT autlTority 
on the part of the lieutenant, who treated us 
with kindness, only requiryig that no, one 
should separate, from the, party. We yet 
wanted three mile's of the distance ne cessary 
to co*inplete our day’s march, 5nd the heat 
was most insupportable. I was unacefistomed 
to long travelling on foot, ifnd consequently 
suftered much from fatigue, ’^e once stop- 
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ped to rest on a piece of rising ground, si- 
tuated near a chapel,’ which ^^raS surrounded 
by .trees ; it had of course been plundered, 
and had frequently answered the purpose of 
a stable. We there stretched ourselves upon 
some filtil;y straw, and woe to him who after 
this had no change^ of* linen, for evea-y one 
ifnavoidably carried off an addition to all the 
evils of hi*s last quartering. Pineda and I 

went into the pulpit, and devoured our bread 
♦ * 

with keen appetites. The poor hungry sol- 
diers, who had lain down in the chapel, turn- 
ed with longing eyes towards the pulpit. “ Do 
you see your men ?” said f to the lieutenant, 
pointingtothem. — “I see them,” answered hp, 
but cannot assist them.” It will be asked how 
we existed. Grpat God ! we devoured every 
thing that came In our way.. Potatoe fields 
and gardens of all descriptions were indus- 
triously ransacked, and we thought ourselves 
d^ppy when we found a single potatoe or a 
cabbage leaf. Which we threw into the com- 
mon coolcingipan, and soup made of these 
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materials formed our only support. In this 
manner we subsisted eight days. 

The drum beat for our departure. We 
proceeded sorrowfully onwards, and. beheld 
on every side hotiles levelled with^tHfe grbund, 
tiees cut do^n, and roads destroyed. But if 
our ‘eyes were shocked by thi» spectacle, our 
o!f«:tory organs hadt^ encounter a«nore of- 
fensive salutation ; for the dead bodies, both 
of men and horses, which we dell in with at 
every short distance, so infected the air, that 
w'e were frequently compelled to go a hun* 
dred paces, out of our way to avoid them. 
The half-cloathed prisoners, who had before 
eraploiyed their hands in holding together the 
ragsVhich hung about their bodifiS). now felt 
inclined to hold their noses also; and thus 
there frequently arose a combSrt between the 

feelings of gliame and disgust, in wliich the 

• • 

latter rei^ined in most casfis victorious. 

Towards evening we paiceived, on the 
border of a'dlake, a large house, the roof of 
which was still remaining ; nnd our c<^duetor 
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surprised us with the welcome annoiuiccraent, 
that we were now near our object. Oppres- 
sed with hunger and fatigue, I threw myself 
upon the steps which led to the door^ and, 
accoiding to Pineda’s assurance, my coun- 
tenance displayed a most melancholy expres- 
sion. The poqr prisoners were mprehed into 
the , couf t-yard, and Jodg^d in an out biiild- 
ing, which in better tfmes had given ^shelter 
to cows. The prudent lieutenant caused 
every hole to be blocked, and surrounded the 
stable with sentinels.* When the sergeant re- 
poi’ted that all was arranged, he received, to 
my great afitonislimcnt, an order to kill two 
oxen, and to distribute a pound of bread, 
and a gl3‘» of, brandy, to each man. “ How !” 
exclaimed I doubtfully, and with a hearty 
wish to be contradicted, “ do you think there 
is any filing, besides grass and water to be 
found in this place No,” answered Pine- 
da, with much cpolness; ‘‘ this order is mere- 
ly a matter of form, because the blank co- 
l^ns in the marching billet, under the head 
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Supplies^ must be filled up.” In this manner 
we had long to bontend with fate, and to live 
upon form. 

Tl?c evening was fine, and I felfr inclined 
to remain on the steps; Pineda,,hdwevdr, en- 
tered, with the design of searching the house ; 
and I so6>n heard automshment the 

soynd of voices withirp it. Many jfropMetors 
had still thought it prudent, on accoiyit of 
the numerous bands of robbess by wliichj,hc 
roads were infested, to rmnain in their own 
houses; they contrived tt) conceal themselvel, 
but could observe through small apertures/ 
all that was passing without doofs. When ap- 
proached by a few persons, and they thought 
ihetTiselves sufficiently strong to '"iVsist, they 
rushed out to repel the visitors; but? if thek 
houses were entered by nuinerbus parties, they 
never stirred from their hiding-places, unless 
discovered, when Ihey ,wefe obliged, with a 
good or ill grace, to supply the demands of their 
unwelcome^uests. 1 now saw aii old man, his 
wife, his son, and three 5'oung women, his 
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daughters, issue unexpectedly from the ruins: 
they were followed by a French, officer of the 
Horse Chasseyurs: he appeared to have been 
wounded; on one foot he wore a boot, and a 

f, • 

shoe on the other ; a great bear-skin cap co- 
vered his head. He inl^rmed us that he was 
a baron, a /*atiVe of Brussels; that he tad 
fought with honour for Ms country; and, 
though wounded, still sought to add to the 
morit of his services, by doing the duty of 
safeguard to this worthy family. . 

“Knight of the rueful countenance!” ex- 
claimed Pineda, “ You a safeguard I Why 
then do you hide yourself in the cellar ? But 
no matter for that. — What can you give us 

• , t 

to eat?”' 'Phc poor people turned towards 
'each other with enquiring looks. “There 
lies a Russian prisoner,” continued Pineda. 

Never shall I forgqt. the sympathy which 
the poor family displayed on hearing these 
last words. Th6 old man advanced towards 
me, his eyes filled with tears, and silently 
pressed my hand, wdiilst he pointed to his 
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starving and .ragged family. The mother 

then addressed mer “ You,” said she, “are 

the first Russian we have beheld, since our 
• • 
country was plundered by those who promised 

us freedom; this occasions ouf emotion. We 
lived under your 'emperor for twenty happy 
years, and to him we owe all ^at we possess. 
We have ‘but little to offer you, but* to that 
little you are welcome.” 

One of the daughters brought a piece of 
bread, which she preeented to me with down- 
cast eyes. A sensation of inexpressible pain 
overcame me; I could not take the bread, 
but threw myself on the steps, and burst into 
t^ars. The old man then approached me, 
and addressing himself to me in a whisper, 
said : “ Do not hesitate to accept the little 
gift. We have still some bread, and potatoes 
remaining, thouglrwe are indeed very sparing 
of them, as we know not how long our dread- 
ful situation may last ; only grant us the sa- 
tisfaction of at least not seeing you depart 
hungry from our house.” The family had in 
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the mean while been entertaining the lieute- 
nant with an account of their poverty ; and 
it was easy to 'guess, from the length of his 
countenance, tliat there remained no hope for 
him in the -waf of eating. 

At last the old man suddenly said, in good 

I ^ 

French : “ Children, our'^guests seem to be 

„ I • • 

very worthy people ; we will, therefore, trust- 
ing to Heaven for the future, freely share our 

scanty morsels with them.” Pineda smiled ; 
< 

the chasseur leaped about, in spite of his 
wounds; and one of the young women, who 
seemed to have wanted only for this hint, has- 
tened to the cellar. She returned with some 
boiled potatc^s and stale bread. We seated 
ourselves round the hearth, and made a cheer- 
ful'aneal ; during which we fraternally shared 
the remaiui^- of our brandy, which I sea- 
soned to the family by the ’hope that'l’olotzk 
would shortly be in the hands of the Russians. 
We did not retire to rest until pretty late in 
the evening. 

As I was complaining the next day of s«- 
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vere pain in my feet, and doubting whether 
1 should he able to proceed farther, the 
cheerful Frenchman surprised me by the 
friendly oflft'r of the cognac which he said he 
had in his possession. I naturally supposed 
he meant Cogniac brandy, whicft would in- 
deed have been a very^welcome ofler; hut he 
alluded to* a kind of*a Polish hft»se Tnamed 
cog7Ax in Polish), whiqh in my situation w^as 
far more acceptable. “ We are unable* to 
keep any horses here,” said he, “ for th^ 
are immediately seized Ji)y*the passing de- 
tachments; I have therefore left mine in the 
wood, guarded by two chasseurs, who can 
j)rotcct it should any single robbers attempt 
to carry it off’.” 

Pineda and I were transported. This oifi- 
cer, whose name I have forgotten, was our 
generous benefactor; for. which I ncww pub- 
licly offer him my sincere thanks. 

• • * . 

The horse was broughtj’and, notwithstand- 
ing the prominent marking* of his ribs, I 
thought him ‘the finest I had ever beheld. 
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Wlieii we had bid the family a kind adieu, I 
threw myself on his lean back, and, at a slow 

r 

pace, preceded the column, for pacing was 
the only motion which this Cogna was able to 
perform. The poor starving Russians uttered 
grievous colnplaints during the march, and 
entreated that I would^btain permission for 
them to entar the villages near whfch we pass- 
ed, to solicit food. ft,,ho‘wever, apj)eared to 
me 'Very improbable that this perriiissiou 
would be granted, owing to the slender escort 
by which we were j^ccompanied ; for it was 
evident, that very few would have returned, 
when they found themselves unguarded. I, 
therefore, advised them to march as widely 
as possible ; and, when we happened to pass 

through woods and thick bushes, to make 
« 

their escape singly. They followed this ad- 
vice so, punctually,.. that ten prisoners were 
wanting that very evening. 

We continued our journey in the same 
matmer. Devastation and distress our daily 
prospect, , and hunger our constant compa- 
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nion, the number of the prisoners diminished 
every day. Pineda himself was well con- 
vinced tjiat severity could be of no avail ; for 
even the strongest were so oVercomc by fa- 
tigue, that they stretched themselves, on the 
ground, and were unable to proceed. He, 
however, iri one instance, made use of a cruel 
experiment for ascertaining whether this fa- 
tigue were real or dissembled. Early one 
morning, when the drum beat for the march, 
one of the prisoners dr(jpped down, an*d de- 
clared himself unable, to proceed. Pinejda, 
in a transport of rage, struck him sevei^ll 
blows with a stick, to force him to rise ; when 
this method failed, he resorted to kicking j 
and finding that the poor wjietch, still remain- 
ed stretched upon the ground, he forced a 
musket from one of the soldiers, and pointed 
it toward^ him. I seized him by the arm, 
and represented *toifiim the weak state of the 
poor prisoner; while thejunhappy man I’aised 
his eyes towards Heaven with a sigh, and ap- 
peared anxiously to wish for death. Pineda. 
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was not Iiurd-heai tcd. As he rotuniod the 
musket to the soldier, I obserVed a tear droj) 
from his eye. He did not leave tlic prisoner 
behind without giving him some money. Xhis 
was th‘e latit experiment of the kind which 
he made during the journey; and he request- 
ed me to bear testimony, on our arrival ‘at 
Wilna,} thr.t he had do^ie lu's utmost to piu)- 
cui’e provisions, and that all his etforts' had 
proved unsuccessful. 

Our unfortunate situation was in some 
degree amended, when on the seventh day 
\’e found, in tlie little towm of Glubockor, a 
magazine, fiorn which the charitable com- 
mandant supplied us, during four days, with 
bread aud/ttieaU The prisoners were h'ere 
tpiartercid in an old church, where they re- 
turned thanks to Heaven for being relieved 
from the terrible hunger thev hatl endured. 

O •/ « 

c • 

The danger of ti’avejlir.g ‘in this part of the 
count!)', induced .many persons to wait in 
some })lace of, security for the arrival of a 
detachmenl, in order to join it, and form a 
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caravan, as is customary in crossing the dc- 
sorts of Africa. In this way we received the 
accession of a party, consisting -of two se- 
verely ’wounded French officers, seated in a 
waggon drawn by two horses ; rffid a stafl- 
surgeon, and a young ^Venchwoman, named 
Virtoire, dressed in nfalc attire,^on horse- 
back.* 

After we liad all purchased line words 5hd 
bad provisions, at a dear rate, from a French 
sutler, who styled himsielf a restaurateur, 
Pineda ordered the old drum to beat, and 
our caravan took its departure in marching 
order. The surgeon w'as a merry follow', who 
wished both llonaparte, and his expedition to 
•Russia, at the devil ; he was proceeding 
homeward, as he said it was not at all to his 
fancy to die of starvation . at such a dktance 
from his native land. , He had visited Spain, 
and spoke in high terms o’f the war in that 
country, w'here, he said, he was constantly 
surrounded by 'friends, found plenty of pro- 
visions, good wine, pretty w'omen, and agree- 



able weatliei’. lie was, likewise, very well 
pleased with Gerniany ; and never ceased 
boasting of tlic part be had acted there; for, 
he saidj he ke])t conijjany with ail who pleased 

n ' 

him, took*s\'hatc\;er he liked, biii. sometimes 
generously left with his host, what he coukl 
not convo-jiently caiAy away. Even my 

9 C it 

Victoire,” added he, “ who has sent scleral 
chbsts lilled witli clothes and bed-linen to her 
fijothcr, has*aiso frecpiently given away what 
she could not make use of; and, like myself, 
has often drawn tears ol' sympatliy from the 
eyes of the good Germans.” 

i 

This sort of conversation continued until 
we reached the jdace destined to be our 

I t. 

night’s lodging. It was a chateau (for so tlie. 
French styled every country house) which 
luul evidently belonged to some ricli Pole. 
We couUl yet perceive the remains of silk 
curtains and elegant furniture ; and a number 
of lamily ])ortraits, habited in the Polish cos- 
tume, and decorated with orders, which hung 
over the wrecks ol^a piano-forte, displayed a 
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most raelii»c;u)]y, spectacle. Wc broiit'lit in 
the M'ounded to rest, ami hastened to the 
garden, which thf-ugh stripped of itf; f iiit. 

Si ill contained ii potatoe I'cd, from \>Iiich#VvC 

» 

fortunately mithercd soinc'hats-fiill of that 
root \vc likewise four^l a few onions, and 
liastoneci joyfully to where Victojrc 

display cyl hcr*skill in Cookery, by j)repaiiiig 
a disli wliicii she termed, sovpe a Foigiion cl 
aux jxyimncs dc ierre. 

Onion soup appears to* be a favourite disli 
of the French, as they often long for it when 
they have something better befyre them : 
nothing but hunger coidd have forced me to 
swallo^'i their warm water with a tew \r'’etched 
onions swimming about in it. This was, the 
excellent mess on which Victoire exerted all 
her skill, and for which *shc reaped exclu- 
sively all the gr^ititude. /It imiy seem extra- 
ordmary, but it is not the less^true, that we 
seldom walked even in the most inviting 
parts of the country, as we .did not find it 
convenient to promote too c]uick,a digestion. 


2 



Tliis day, liowcvcr, we took a toiu’ through 
the beautil’iii [)ark, us we still had a lull store 
of potatoes in reserve. The garden exliibited 
proofs of the taste, as well as of the wealth 
of its owner. On a piece of rising ground 
there was a l uin which resembled an ancient 

t ' 

temple, around the mouldering walls of which 
floated the wild tones of an jdLolian lyre' ex- 
tremely well placed I’or producing that effect. 
As we were with a snail’s pace approaching 
this ruin, we camp' suddenly upon a mauso- 
leum of white marble, on which was this 
melancholy inscription : 

To A -?U;VKR-TO-BE-FORGOTTEN WIFE, BY 
A , LOVING HUSBAND, WHO, AT THE 
REQUEST OE THE DEPARTED, STILL 

CONSENTS TO LA^E, THAT THEIR ONLY 
CHILD MAY JTOT i1e I.EFT FARENTLESS.” 

A neighbouring mossy bank seemed to 
have been the favourite love-scat of those 
whose alfection this monument records. Be- 
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low was a little garden, evidently intended 
for the amusement of a child, flowers gather- 
ed in which had probably often been scattered 
over the grave of the mother. I esj;ccmcd 
her doubly blessed in not having lived tr).see 
the misery of her dcsolate'd country ; and I 
sincerely ])rayed that be whojn she had h'ft 
behttid, might soon be <yiabled to rctiirn ^ind 
revisit, ^ with liis child,* tlie sacred s})oi wliere 
all that he loved reposes. Tliis, estate is si- 
tuated half way between Po|otzk and V/iina. 
I left the ])ark in a mchvncholy mood, and 
threw myself on my bed of straw. 

The nearer we approached toJWilna, the 
better inhabited we found tlie estates, Avhose 
proprietors had obtained saiegua-als f-oin the 
governor of ^Vilna, and were beside ' j)ro- 
tected among their ruins by Polis!) gens. 
(Tarmes. Tliey* could, l)6wever, aflijfd but 
little to the numerous ’.detadnnents which 


passed that way ; for, in fact, ,they had very 
little left to themselves. Contests often arose. 


first witli the proprietors, and«ext with their 
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guards, who exhibited their written orders, 
strictly requiring them . to repress all acts of 
violence. However, necessity knows no law. 
AVlien we were the strongest, we took wdiat- 

f 

cver^we* could lay our hands on, and the 
guards could theh do nothing but fulminate 

their threat, “ to inform the Prince of Neuf- 

, ‘ * ^ 

cliayel.’’ Pineda us^d to answer, “ You may 

inform whom you like, ‘but you shall not know 

4 .. 

my name ; and what care I, though the 
prince have giveji you orders. Do you think 
I am come back froln Russia to be starved ?” 

I have now to mention an occurrence 
which, for, the first time, made me sensible 
of the doubly unfortunate situation of a poor 
prisoner whq falls into the hands of .a rude 
conductor. One Sunday evening, while we 
were still two days march from Wilna, we 
directed our steps, ‘as usual, towards a place 
which appeared to ‘fie *the residence of hu- 
man beings. We found, liowever, a strong 
safeguard here, and also a number of people 
in the house. We, therefore, could not hope 



to succeed in obtaining a forced hospitality, 
though we had qatcu almost nothing for three 
days, and were all greatly fatigued. I seated 
myself, according to my custom, at the door; 
and envied the swaJlows that flew aUou^. and 
freely gathered the food ‘which nature had 
provided for fhem. 

Pineda and tlie surgeon made [oud de- 

^ . . . . * 
mauds on our host ioF provisions, which they 

insisted he siiould c’ive at least for the wound- 
cd ; but he protested that Im had not enough 
to appease tlie cravings*gf his wife and chil- 
dren. Our party, at first, treated him c. ur- 
teously, and he was addressed with the 
title of liaron, which at last gave place to 
the niost abusive epithets, ani^ the sal'eguard 
soon showed themselves ready to protect 
their charge. In the midst of the bustle, the 
unfortunate owner of th'e bouse said* “ Had 
you not so abused thd liospitality which was 
sifown you — had you not plundered every 
thing, and let the wine run waste from the 
casks, every one passing this way might still 
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have had a morsel of bread, and a drop of 
wine. But now I am quite ruined, and am 
not able to lielp you.” 

I w'as silent during the whole of this scene; 

indeed what right had I to interfere in the 

business? Pineda, however, came to me, and 

roughly asked me why»I did not assist hiip in 
/ » ' 
bringing the rascal of a Pole to reason.. I 

told him very coolly ray mind, and he ap- 
« 

peared extremely dissatisfied. Our dialogue 
took place in the parlour, which he paced up 
and down with rapid strides. 1 returned to 
my place at the door, having nothing to hope 
for, unless some good fairy should take pity 
on my hunger. — And, lo! one really did ap- 
pear, in the shape of our host’s daughter, a 
child about ten years old. She looked cau- 
tiously about on every side, then kindly ap- 
proachiijg me, asked me to come in and take 
a share of a frisgal supper : J, thanked the 
little angel with a sigh ; for I could not easiJ-y 
reconcile myself to the idea of accepting the 
offer alone, when all the rest of the party. 
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even tlie wounded, were starving. The mas- 
ter of the house, however, soon came himself, 
and began to make the same proposal, but 
seeing Pineda passing behind us, in a situa- 

f 

tion in which what passed might baobse/’ved, 
he pointed \^ith his hand* to a neighbouring 
cluirch, as if our convcrsatioi^had been about 
it; ‘he afterwards took, an opportunity of re- 
peating his invitation. I explained the rea- 
sons which made me unwilling to accept it, 

t 

and begged him togiveiisgll something, if it 
should be but bread. IJe assured me most 
earnestly that he was able only to give some- 
thing to one; he observed also, jJuit as I was 
a prisoner, I could not help m yself so well as 
the others; and he thongl-.t, t^ierefore, that I 
ought to have no delicacy in separating fiom 
them. I was very well satisfied with the jus- 
tice of his remark, but sr’ill declined accept 
his offer, unless on the,condition of communi- 
cating it to Pineda. This at first did not seem 
agreeable to lUy good landlord, bu;, after re- 
flecting for a moment, he said I might do so. 



I then went to riiicda, and told him my good 
fortune. 

“ Do as you like,” was his answer. It was 

not necessary for him to say so twice. I made 

but ,rme step to the apartment where the 

family were assembled ; the mistress of the 

house, surrounded b}' four children, received 
/ ♦ * 
me with the greatest; frankness, and shared 

her little meal with me in the kindest manner: 

* 

every tiling appeared, however, so scanty, 
that I could venture to silence only half the 
cravings of my appetite; but a glass of bran- 
^ dy, with which the repast terminated, invigo- 
rated and enlivened me. 

As I was returning to my old place at the 
door, Pineda came to me, and said, “ ^yhere 
have ,you been?” — “You know I told you 
that the master of the house invited me to 
supper.*'' — “O! indeed it was-very prudent 
in you to go and gorge yourself while wc are 
all dying of hunger.” — “ Why should you be 
displeased that I was particularly favoured ? 
You would not have been a bit the better off 
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had I starved myself to humour you. The 
poor man, mueh as I solicited him to give 
sometliing to us all, could only spare a scanty 
meal for one. It was only after repeated in- 
vitations, and with your consent, tJiat iwent 
with him;— ^that I think’ is all that could be 
expected^ of a hungry stopnaeh.” — “ In- 
deed! how carefid of, us! how delicatp ! — I 
can ^cll you, howcvtjr, though I do not un- 
derstand Polish, that I took good notice of 
your conversation with yur host when he 
asked you to supper. "Vou told your story 1x) 
me it is true, but that was only because yoy 
knew I had my eyes on yon; iji a word, he 
and all the Poles, and you along with them, 
are aiothing but a parcel o£ scoundrels!” — 
“ You would not dare to say that if, I had^ 
a sword by my side.” — “ What ? dare ? — 

Don’t you ]<Siow I may blow your llrains out 

*. * 

if I like, witJiout beyig accountable to any 
body ?” — “ That I neither know nor be- 
lieve; on tlie contrary, were you fool enough 
to do sp, I am certain .you know you would 
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have to answer for it most seriously.” — 
“ What do you fancy yoursqlf ? A fine no- 
tion, indeed ! to suppose that any fuss would 

be made about shooting such a as 

you !”‘ (using that well-known gross word of 
reproach which is common amongthe French.) 
— “ As I have, no sword, your insults only 
disgrace yourself ; I niay, however, be at last 
irritated by you, and then the best stone I 
can find shall fly at your head.” 

Pineda drew his sword and ran at me; but 
seeing that I stood ..Still to receive bin), he 
called the guard, ordered me to be carried 
into the stable, and again threatened to shoot 
me. 

I passed a very dull night in the stable, 
where ,l w^as guarded by six men. I had no 
apprehension on account of his threat to 
shoot me, but I considered that he might 
lodge a complaint agaiiist.me when we reach- 
ed AVilna, and that, on account of my name; 

I might there meet with partial judges, I 
was brought out of my prison at day-break. 
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Our host and his wife stood at the window, 
viewing me with compassion ; their looks 
seemed to say — “ Ah ! we are the innocent 
cause* of liis misfortune !” The .little, girl 
sli])pcd roun^ about ray guard, and appeared 
to wish to hand rae sojnethin^, but could not 

gcknear enough: when we proposed to march 

» • • • 

offTshe showud strong marks of vexation, and 
the old folks made signs to me to look to the 
child, but it was all in vain ; I could not ap- 
proach her. I now took,farewel of them, by 
inaking a motion with ray hand, which I laid 

< 

on my heart, to express my gratitude. I 
hope they understood me. The little girl 
continued to run about the court-yard after 
us, and, finally, as we marched on, she stopped 
at the gate, and called out “ adieu” to me. 

During the whole of this time,* Pineda 
never looked at me,, and di(^ not say a single 
W4ord to any one, except what related to the 
duty of the detachment. He had taken the 

hor>se to himself, and rode fprward seemingly 

' 

very thoughtful. After marching somewhat 
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more than an hour, we halted to take the 
advantage of a rest in a shady place, lie 
then came to me and said, “ It is now your 
turn ri,de, and as I am not fatigued, we 
will go forward together.” Beiiig then freed 
from my guard, I got .up, and mounted fhe 
liorse, and lie walked alongside of me. - It 
was evident that he regi'etted the manner in 

•A 

which he had behaved to me on the day before. 
After we had got forward about a quarter of 
a mile, be, after a struggle with himself, be- 
gan to talk about his passionate temper, whicli 
often led him into foolish acts, and concluded 
with requesting that I w’ould forget wliat liad 
passed. “ It has so vexed me,” said he, 
“ that I have not slept the whole night : but 
in my excuse 1 must say, that while you were 
at suppei, the surgean and the w'ounded offi- 
cers did every thjng they .could ^to irritate me 
against you, and I am sincerely sorry for 

having yielded to their instigations.” 

( 

I leaped from the horse, and embraced h-’in. 
In reciprocal confessions we laid open our 
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feelings to each other, disclosed what had 
given most pain to each, and amidst tears of 

t 

roconciliiicion wc became better fiicnds than 
c\ . r.* — I could not but be incliucd.to ^ijrgive 
him, as 1 ^vpll knew, that a rashness which 
severe hiinger may provoke in one, while an- 
other is satisfying his^appetite, is pf all of- 
feffees the most pardonable : it was, indeed, 
:d! the supper tluit Pineda had got. 

Heaven, however, appeared now more fa- 
vourable to us, lor a ppor Jew, with a pig 
^ind a cask of brandy, soon fell into our 
hands, or to speak inoie properly into our 
claws. The most rigid commander would 
havcjbund it impossible, on tin’s occasion, to 
maintain discipline. The Jew called out. 
Robbery ! Robbery ! but the treasure was 
ours, and wae destined* for us by i%te ; for 

the Jew, who bad.cohie fsom a town lying 

* • 

Oil one side of the highway, was just crossing 

A 

the road as our starving gang fell in with 

•• A 

luR?,. Tlie law of nature >vas then the only 
authority that could be appealed to. Pineda 



was, however, so honourable as to let the 

< 

poor wretch keep his horse and cart, which 
was more than most would have done in the 
same rituq^tion. ‘ 

The booty was divided as fairly as possible. 
A fire was lighted, aijd each field his share 
impatiently over it, and finally swallowed it 
half raw. The brandy sqpn \varmcd all hea'its, 
and there never was a more jovial march. 

I 

The soldiers of the escort, and the prisoners, 

I 

walked along arm in, arm, singing. It is j)ro- 
bable they imitated Pineda and me in that 

I 

respect, for we walked, or rather tumbled 
along, arm in arm, saying all the way the 
most friendly things to each other. The 
surgeon and the wounded officers, who, by 
being as usual a great way in advance of us, 
got none of the booty, were fiiughed at by 
our party; and , had ffiesjdes to 'endure the 
still more mortifying joke of finding almo^jt 

i 

nothing to eat at the place where we took up 
our quarters for tfic night. 



CHAPTER IV. 


Halt in Wiliia. 

On the fourteenth after •0^1* departure 

front Polotzk, we J^iTivod, about fiv» in .the 

^ ' • 

morning, at the suburb of Wilna ; hei£, we 
halted. The soldiers brushed themselves i^p 
as well as they could, and Pineda, on his 
part, put on a new uniform. With respect 
t(f myself, I had the day before washed my 
only shirt, and had slept wdthovit it durijig 
the night j my boots Averc torn in pieces, and 
the last fragment of a stocking which I pos- 
sessed I had long since thrown away. 1 had 
now only to console myself with the reflec- 

tion, that the ancient Roman heroes also ap- 

* . •.* 

pcared in procossions’witli, naked feet. 

The prisoners were drawn up in rank and 
file. There w,ere now only twenty-four, and 
of cd’ctrsj!,. more than thirty' were missing. 
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Pineda reminded me to testify for Jiim, that 
the detachment had been 1‘eft entirely with- 
out provisions, and that, notwithstanding we 
had miirched ninety wersts’ in fourteen days 
I repeated, my pledge, and marched at ihc 
head of the prisoners. The pooph who 
crowded ranitJ us must have .sEtpjuv s t? tJ ai 
we wele a very during set, us v e yvert. 

r 

scarcely more numerous than our e? C'> rt, 

. A painful • feeling must be experienced in 
such an exhibition. At best we could only 

o 

move with our eyes almost always cast on the 
ground, while exposed to the jeers of tne 
rabble, and even to acts of rudeness ou tlu 
part of many persons Avho wore a respectable 
appearance ; Still, however, w'c were consoled 
by the commiserating looks of some. Tlie 
number of the last description of persons 
was, however, very small j and wltcn we were 
drawm up in the square in front of the Towui- 
House, where* we had to wait an hour for 
Pineda, avko was making his- report, thou- 
sands crowded to look at us ; and - .ixbugh 
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treated by many with derision, not one came 
to offer the poor starving wretches a morsel 
of bread. How difterent did wc find it in 
GerraSny ! Some of the Poles were fio sl«ime- 
v offensive, that our goards were obliged 

i u drivo i l.e.ii bock with the butt ends of their 

* • • * • 

o.'Us|<et5. Ltit even the principal Pol(^s would 

sulrtfijit to any treatment from a French sol- 
dier. 

Several traits of inveterate national hatred, 
which the Poles during ttlps trying liour dis- « 
played, came under my observation. One 
has fixed itself in my memory, which, though 
perhaps the most trifling, was rendered re- 
markable by its proceeding from an officer, 
a class of men in Poland, who are accustom- 
ed to boast of their superior education. As 
one was commiserating nm on account* of the 
distressed statb of my.fe^, angther called out 
to him, “ What ! do you pity a Russian ? 

Do you believe he ever wore better boots in 

# ^ ’ 

his Bravo!” exclaimed the mob, 

F 2 



and the lieartless witling seemed proud of his 
vulgarity. 

Pineda came at last ; and the lionest fellow 
had, through repeated solicitations, obtained 
leave from the commandant for me to live in 
the same quarters with him. This was a great 
favour, as it saved me irom being confined in 
the church, where I must, like others, h.ave 
fed on bread and water, and siept on dirty 
straw. 

i’ 

Our quarters were in an obscure street, 
wliere, however, an old motherly landlady 
received us very kindly and supplied us abun- 
dantly, upon being informed that the Russians 
had been every where beaten. She gave, 
however, a less friendly reception to her hus- 

c 

band; with whom, on his arriving in a 
drunken state soon after us, she engaged in 
a war of fisty-cuffs, w'hich was sustained w'ith 
great disadvantage on his part, until, through 
our mediation, a peace was concluded. 

Neither' the commandant, Cxcneral Jovnim, 
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nor the governor. Count Hagendorp, desired 
to see me (as Pineda had passed his word for 
me) ; and I.enjoyed the perfect freedom of the 
town.^ At first, I was almost always«accom- 
panied by Pineda; afterwards I Avalked ^out 
alone, as Pineda had found companions, by 
whom my .presence w;^ perhai)s tlioiight su- 
perfluous. Our fir^f mooting for thc»lay.was 
often at bed-time. 

My greatest want was now ^supplied bv a 
generous stranger, a M. Anderson, wlioliim- 
self did not aj)])car to possess much super-" 
fiility. He saw me passing in tlie street, and 
observing^ the distressed state of my dress, 
sought out my quarters, and with much de- 
licacy»oflered me a couple of sJiirts. He af- 
terwards introduced me to his wife, and I 
was invited, to visit them in the evenings. 

On the third day of my residence in*Wilna, 
ihe news of the battle' of. McfScliaisk arrived, 
very mucli exaggerated. The Russian army 
was completely destroyed. The loss was said 
(o be“;7O,000 killed, 30,000 prisoners, incliul- 
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ing 20 generals, and 2000 inferior officers, 
with 150 pieces of cannon. A great illumi- 
nation was ordered, fellows who had got 
drunk hi celebrating the victory lay about 

c 

the streets, and the Poles carried their heads 
veiy high. The ’Jews alone distinguished 
themselves for, their fidelity ; they held a fast 
of ten days, prayed for the Russians, and 
got cudgelled by the Poles. A brilliant trans- 
parency of a French eagle was exhibited in 
the illumination, but when the annihilated 
Russian army entered Wilna victoriously in 
the December following, another head was 
with a praiseworthy economy given to the 
eagle, ivliicli was lighted up again for the 
Russians. l'’e addition was, however, ob- 
vious; and the Jews, now triumphing in their 
turn, having pointed it out to the Russians, 
the transparency was levelled by a shower of 
stones. 

The battle of Moschaisk was also cele- 
brated in the theatre by a new piece. I went 
to see It, wrapped up in a great coat, which 1 
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got from M. Anderson. It was called, “ 7'he 
Scholars of Cro'^i’* (a town in Lithuania). 
From this* town fifty Cossacks are supposed 
to have removed a magazine, in order to con- 
vey it to the Dwina. They are*scarce 'gone 
when the scholars, sixty in number, and the 
oldest not* more tha» fifteen,* inisoive to- re- 

CQj5,er the magazine frdm the Cossacks.* In 

• 

furtherance of this determination a n*nbcr 
of boys appeared on the stage, tod by a forma] 

pedant of a school-master,* who, in order to 

* • 

inflame them, delivered a long harangue on 
the liistory of the great Goliath, and the little!* 
king David. All armed tliemsetves with old 
pistols, broken muskets, and cudgels. Their 
mothers came and shed tears over them ; the 
pedagogue w'aved a little flag, and alt cried 
out, “ Victory, or Dea^h !” The phihlren 

knelt, and were blesseji by their mothers ; 

• • * • 

after which a wretched trumpet sounded in 
the orchestra, and they niarbhed off crying, 

“ Liherty a^d Poland forever!’’ What 

« 

a pity that no young female of Crogi joined 
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the groupe, like another Maid of Orleans, to 

help the miracle of sixty school boys putting 

fifty Cossacks to flight, and returning safe 

and soulid after their victory. In tlie last act 
<1 

a Russian civil officer, who had lost his way, 

is dragged on the stage and grossly insulted, 

Avhen he cal’s 'for quarter. At last, ori his 

resenting the ill usa^e he receives, he is, re- 

*■ 

proved by the little children, who are re- 
turning from tlie battle. It was then said by 
one of the chara6ters, “ This is the way in 
which the Poles conquer Russian heroes.” 
The whole pit then roared out “ Bravo!” 
and the old' trumpet did its duty. In con- 
clusion, the oldest scholar, with a paper hel- 
met on his head, sung a bravura air. Prom 
respect to the Poles, I will not describe the 
vulgar abuse which they this even'ing allowed 
to be uttered against the Russians. On our 
way home, Andersorl related to me many 
other instances ‘of this sort of Polish patrio- 
tism. 

By way of indcni'nification for all the dis- 
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agreeable feelings I had endured, I found 
that night, upefn my table, a letter in a fe- 
male hand, in which a Madame S. invited 
me t/) visit her, as she wished to entrust a 
commission to my care.^ In order that the 
nature of this little adventure may be under- 
stood, I raust relate rfie circifttxstances which 
li^d led to it. 

When the enemy passed the Memel, and 
the Emperor Alexander left Wilna, the best 

horses, both Polish and Rhssian, were nut in 

• 

requisition, to remove the chanceries, trea- 
sla^-chests, &c., with all possible expeditiorf. 
In consequence of this, several bfficers’ ladies 
had the misfortune to be deprived of their 
horses, and were obliged to remain in Wilna; 
they were besides often driven out df their’ 
lodgings, tvhen they we,re not able tp j)ay for 

them at the most extravagant rates to which 

• , * 

the rents were raised. 

» 

The husband of Madamb S— — was go- 
vernor of Disna, and was on an official tour 

1 

when 4he French unexpectedly took posses- 
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sion of Wilna. His lady fell of course into the 
enemy’s power, and suffered ^he greatest dis- 
tress. 

My first business next morning was to. visit 
this ladyj belt instead of one lady I found 
six, and four young children, all in one little 
apartment. Wb began ‘immediately, thougli 

perfect slrangers, to 6pen»our hearts to earh 

« 

other.*' ‘ The apologies of Madame S — ■»— for 
having invited* me I considered very super- 
fluous, and I williflgly offered her all the ser- 
vices a poor prisoner could perform. The 
ladies were much moved; they could not re- 
strain their fnielings on seeing and conversing 
with a countryman, in the circumstances in 
which they were placed. They told me," that 
• they cOuld not appear in the streets without 
being exposed to the insults of 'die Poles. 
They had often wished, to visit thc.phice where 

( 4 V 

the Russian prisoners v^ere confined, and give 
them all the little‘'assistance in their power, but 
they durst not venture for fear ‘of being ill- 
treated by the sentinels or the populace. 
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Having learned that I had liberty to walk 
freely about the town, they held an extraor- 
dinary council, at which it was resolved to 
wTite to me. One of the ladies, dressed as a 
peasant, carried the letter to my lodgings. 
Their villanous landlord not only charged 
theln out, of all bouiKls for thoir little apart- 
ment, but even .went so far as to extort 
money, under the' pretence of protecting them 
from insults, which he provokcxi by rendering 

them objects of suspicion'and enmity to all 

*• • 

the French who w’ci'c quartered in his house. 

Oiltn did they tremble while some grenadier 
threatened to break open their door. Fortu- 
nately Madame S spoke good French; 

and partly by her politeness,* and partly by 
threats, repressed these attacks. To riie ho- 
nour of th£ French, I must, however, men- 
tion, that many of them, being convinced of 
the landlord’s’ knavery, not only severely re- 
proached liim for his inhumanity, but re- 
warded him Avith a sound drubbing; but for 
* » 
this thq wretch never failed to take vengeance 
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on the poor women by redoubling In's extor- 
tions and vexations. The maid of the house, 
on her part, made them pay dearly for every 

little service on which they had occasion to 
#■ 

employ her,t,and imitated her master in in- 
sulting them. 

Tliey had «n6t known each other before 
they met* in Wilna, bhe pacticipation in mis- 
foi'tuivr quickly begets friendsliip. 0?ie of 
them had two sick children j it was long be- 
fore any medical assistance could be procured 
for them ; at last they were visited by an ig- 
norant apothecary, who at first appeared’to 
be a very disinterested man j it was, however, 
soon discovered that he expected his reward 
from Madame 'S , but when he Appre- 

hended that the hopes he liad formed of pay- 
ment from her were likely to be disappointed, 
he threw aside the mask of disinj,erestedness. 
The mother did not -apply to her unfortunate 
countrywomen for assistance, as slic was aware 
of their distress ; but the case having come to 
tlieir knowledge, itMuduced them tQ unite 
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their little stores, and, for the sake of eco- 
nomy, to live together. Madame S , who 

was elected treasurer of society, regulated 
the expenditure, of which she kept ^n ac- 
count ; butj as their stock received no addi- 
tion, no maiiagement could prevent its daily' 
diminiitidli. They \\^ere at last* reduced to so 
Jbriientable a statd^, that upon reckoning what 
the Tandlord, at an average, extorte*^ from 
them daily for rent, in addition to their other 
expellees, they found ,that they had scarep 
money enough to last them for a week 
longer. Their first wish was for cheaper 
lodgings; but how were these to be obtained, 

as they did not dare to walk about the streets? 
• * • 

In this difficulty they resolved to apply to 

me. 

I checffuUy undertook the task. As I 
proceeded -from house to house, I became 
the object of much curiosity, and many seem- 
ed to consider me as a mendicant; at that 1 
felt in no way humiliated, and, without re- 
gardirfg the looks of pity which were cast 
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upon me, I continued to prosecute my la- 
bour, but without success j many pretended 
that they could no|||ccommodate the Russian 
ladies, others plainly said they would not. 

Finding so much difficulty, the thought 
suddenly struck me of going .to the com- 
mandant, stating to him the distress of Ma- 
dame* S , representing myself as her kmc 

man, tne better to account for my interfe- 
renbe, and soliciting free quarters for her. I 
immediately proceeded to execute my plan. 

The celebrated Jomini received me with 


great civility, but declared that he could do 
nothing in the business without the concur- 
rence of the governor. On my taking leave, 
he observed, with a smile, that I was very 
fortunate in having found so amiable a female 
• relative to sweeten the hours of my captivity. 
I let his unmerited insinuation pass without 
attempting to reply, ‘for I was anxious only 
to see Count Hogendorp, to whom I hastened 
without delay. 

The governor, I found, was closely engaged 
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in business, and I was told I must wait two 
hours before I tould see him. I employed 
that timer iu endeavouring to ingratiate 
myse]/ with his aides-de-camp ; and,* the bet- 
ter to gain tliem to my purposa, expatiated 
on the gallantry of the French to the fair 
sex.* By •flattering «'^Frendh«ian’s vanity 
any, thing may be ®btaihed from hinf. They 
all agreed that the ladies ought to be pro- 
tected ; and, in order that they might A^rtait 
on them, and personally offer their services, 
asked their address, which I gave. 

Ai last I was admitted, and very kindly" 
received. Count Hogendorp mjtde enquiries 
after my father, and spoke highly of his ta- 
lents j* but, with respect to ihy request, he 
said he was extremely sorry he couW not 
grant it, as the town was so crowded with 
troops. In v.ain did I, with all the eloquence 
I was master of, endeavour to interest his 

m 

feelings in favour of the ladieS, by painting iu 
th§ strongest •colours their distrese. • Nothing 
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could be done ; — “ Cela ne sc peul pas,*’ was 
his answ'er to every solicitation. He turned 

the conversation, as soon as possible, to the 

« 

battle o*f Moschaisk, and assured me that 
» 

Napoleon must now be in Moscow, and that 
Count Wittgenstein could not maintain him- 
self upon the ‘Dwin^ » Such discourse, after 
his decided refusal, doubly vexed me, and I 
answ^ered dryly — “ Count ' Wittgenstein has 
orders to hold his position on the Dwina, and 
to fight Oudinot.‘'’ He smiled, and I took 

r 

my leave. 

Disheartened at the result of this interv^‘e w, 
I sought consolation from honest Anderson ; 
but he was unable to assist me in my object, 
for he was closely watched by the Polts, be- 
cause* he had been formerly employed in the 

forest service by the Russians, . and was a 
'' * . 

German : he therefore durst not_^publicly take 

any part in an alfair. of this kind. With much 

real sorrow for vny failure, mixed with not a 

little wounded pride, I returned to the ladies, 
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who, though they apprehended such a result, 
were, notwithstanding, evidently much af- 
flicted oil hearing it announced. 

It (JCcurred to me, that the personal appli- 
cation of a .sensible and. engaging woman 

might succeed. in such a case as this, though 
• ^ 
a man could do notliing. Madame S 

wfc young, boautififl, accomplished, and pru- 
dent; 1 therefore proposed that she stiould 
go with me to the governor, and repeariTer- 
self the request I had m;ide. It cost much 
persuasion to prevail on her to consent; but 

. 

at last she resolved to venture, another of 
the ladies having agreed to accompany her. 

The toilette was the next consideration ; but 

• • 

what was to be done? There was but one 
apartment, and I was present. Necessity is 
die mother* of invention: — a curtam was 
speedily forrried, which •cut oft* a corner of 
die. room, and completely excluded every 
profane eye from the sight of what was pass- 
ng*behind it. ’ While Madaiqe S— ^ ^ and she 
who was" to accompany her were making their 
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preparations on one side of the curtain, 1 

j 

conversed on the othei- with the four remain- 
ing women. 

4t last the curtain was drawn, and the la- 
dies stood Ijefore me, simply but elegantly 
attired. My threadbare uniform did not w ell 
corresp^ond with their dress, but Madame 
S had the goodness to assure me, that 

*1' JL 

she would rather support herself on my arm 

(I I 

than on that of the first man in Wilna. Ac- 
cordingly I walked along proudly by her side, 
and when I heard persons who passed ^me- 
times say, “How handsome! — What an 
air!” I strutted as if it had been myself that 
was meant. 

<' \r 

Madame S trembled when she ap- 

I 

proached the governor’s door, and when she 
reached it, lost all courage. She how^ever 
supported herself with the tliought that it 
was not merely on her own account she had 
undertaken this task, but that she had to so- 
licit relief' for unfortunate mothers and help- 
less children. Scarcely had w'e entered the 
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anti-rooin,when the aides-de-camp surrounded 
us, and strove who should be first in offerina- 
their services to the lady: one intimated that 
she might be introduced without Jjeing an- 
nounced, another tendered her* his arm to 
conduct her. • She turned pale, and was so 

agitated that I feared she would faint. She 

. • * * • 

declared, with gyeat. earnestness, that she 

• m-’ 

would not appear before the governor, unless 
I and the other lady were admitted along 
with her; if this favour ‘COuld not be obtain-. 
ed.,^she begged that I would return with her. 
The dignity with which she spoke, the deli- 
cate glow which her returning colour diffused 
over lier countenance, and tire elegant Trench 
in which she expressed herself, operated pow- 
erfully on all who were present: one of the 
aides-de-camp, eagerly hastened to hand her 
a chair, and* another, ruti to announce us to 
tha governor. 

After waiting about a quarter of an hour 

• ^ 

longer, during which nopa of us spoke a 

G 2 



word, we were introduced. The count re- 

I 

ceived the ladies very courteously, but re- 
peated what lie had already said to me. Ma- 
dame, S—; 7 — , unused to solicit favours, did 
not further \irge her application, and while 
she seemed desirous to go, a tear rolled down 

r « 

her cheek. An old venerable-looking officer, 

who stood near the fire-place, and who hithert3 

had not interfered, now addressed the count, 

and said, — “ The unfortunate situation of 
* 

these ladies calls for.our consideration. It is 
true the town is already over-crowded, and 
you cannot give them quarters as Russians, 
but the ladies may be passed for vivandieres 
(market-women employed in supplying tlie 
French army). Come, count, you have only 
to shut your eyes on this business, and, if the 
ladies please, we can easily manage the busi- 
ness.” 

The governor was well pleased with the 

< 

suggestion, directed the old gentleman to 
take the riecess^ry steps for executing liis 



plan, and told the ladies to come freely to his 
quarters, if in future they should have any 
occasion to apply to him. 

The worthy chief of the general Staff had 

the goodness to accompany us to Uie*billeting- 

§ * * . # . 

office, where the ladies, on being inscribed 

as vh'andicxes, overwli^RTied thejr benefactor 

with thanks. An *ind(?Scribable juftilce, in 

Avhich .even the Sick ’children fully jMirtici- 

pated, took place, when we announca*Uthe 

joyful news in the old lodgings; tlie wliole 

merit of the success was rcpuatedly ascribed 

to if"}; but, whenever that was mentioned, 1 

did not fail to bring to recollection the tears 

which a pair of fine eyes had shed, and which 

I was ’‘convinced had woi'ked the miracle. 

For my reward I received from each of the 

ladies a kiss. I must frankly confess, that I 

wished Madame S to be, on this occa- 

sion, the representative* of the whole party, 

and to discharge the debt for each. 

• ^ 

In the evening we set^soit to find tlie (juar- 
ters which had been assigned to the ladies, 
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and which lay at a considerable distance. 
Our way thither was well lighted, by the illu- 
minations which Polish patriotism still perse- 
vered in displaying, in celebration of the vic- 
tory, though it was now the third day of the 
rejoicings. Among the transparencies, there 
was one remarkable for its brilliancy and de- 
sign, the description of which requires some 

' ' :a 

previous explanation. It was the general be- 
lief r>f the Poles, that Napoleon was indebted 
for his victory solely to their advanced guard: 
of this they boastec^, without reflecting that 
he had only made that brave corps hy* first 
sacrifice: cn this idea, however, was formed 
the transparency to which I have alluded. It 
was placed in the balcony of a Polish* prince, 
and represented the battle of Moschaisk. In 
the fore-ground was a part of the town, 
through the gates of wliich the Poles were 
penetrating, ’w^hile, the' French were resting 
on their arms, in the back-ground. Above 

the transparency y;ere the \Yords, By the 

** 

UFXP OF God AiJb Napoleon; and below, 
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We beat the Russians. After passing many 
sights of the saijae sort, though not quite so 
splendid, yve at last reached the house which 
the number in our billet indicated.. There 
we found a Jew with a long beard, who at 
first almost Stunned us with his lamentations, 
but* who suddenly apiuned friendly air, 
when he heard that fate,had sent sonjc upfor- 

tunate Russians 1o him. — I will cheerfullv 

• * 

share all I have,” he exclaimed, “ with tlie 
subjects of the good Empefor Alexander.” 

It is undoubtedly ceVtain, that the Jews* 
regarded in the most favourable light botl^ 
the Russians and their beloved ljuler. These 
sentiments were not in the slightest degree 
CQHcoaled, though they evidently exposed the 
Jews to ill treatment and oppression. JVhilst 
the Poles .were uttering curses against the 
Russians in their churches, the Jews were 
offering up prayers ‘for them in their syna- 
go'gues. This worthy Jew behaved with great 
kindness, and instailtlKprepared two neatly 
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furnished rooms for the reception of his 
guests. 

On my return home, I found Pir?edii notin 
the best of humours. He had received or- 
ders'to march back with a detachment to 
the starving army • this was likewise alarm- 
ing news for me, a«' I. feared ! should lose 
my .quarters, and be shut up in the cliurcli 

I ' w Jl 

with tjie privates. I chdeavoured, however, 
wfi^n I lay dawn'to sleep, to console myself 
by thinking of tin? Russian proverb : “ What 
'the evening makes dark, is brightened by the 
.morning.” 

As the fallowing day was the last Pineda 
was to pass in Walna, he proposed that we 
should spend it together. He had obtained 
a little money from an avaricious paymaster, 
by giving him bills to double the ainount; and 
wished, for the last time, to make merry with 
me. A speculating Fr.en‘chmah had establish- 
ed a house on. the market-place, under the 
title of Une liestaj^fation d Iq Farisienne ; 
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thither we proceeded, and for a very mise- 
rable entertainment Pineda was plundered of 
neai ly liis, whole stock j this was, however, 
but a trifling consideration to him, fos he well 
knew’", that on the road between Wilna'and 
Polotzk, mohey could obtain nothing. After 
having recapitulated qu-r-.past ^(^ventures over 
a glass of wine, we left the house, and .pro- 
ceede^l to take a Mjrn’through the tow^. 

Wilna is disagreeably situated in a IioH oav 
surrounded by sand banks, which arc over- 
grown by unshapely fir-£fees. The beautiful* 
river Wilja flows at a short distance from it^ 
Had the town been built on the panks of this 
river, its situation would have been more 
plaasant, and likewise more .favourable for 
trade. On the opposite side of the ^ river, 
Bonaparte ^had constructed several large co- 
vering batteries, with tlie view of avading 
himself of thenf in the cj,se ofu retreat. These 
ba’ttcries were pointed out ])y the Poles as 
being proofs, of Bonaparte’s superior judg- 
ment and penetration; “IW,” said they, “the 
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scarcely allowed to provide himself with com- 
mon necessaries, Jiad been, driven away in 
his own carriage. He was conveyed as a 
prisoner of state to Wilna, for what reason 
he Jilrasetf was ignorant, except that he was 
an object of suspicion. He was an intelligent 
man, well ver,sed ivh languages, and a pro- 
fouvid politician ; thir, probably, might have 
rendered him liable to bo considered dan- 
gerous. But it was difficult to conjecture I’or 
what reason the Titular Counsellor C— — , a 
'man of a very singular character, was like- 
wise honoured with the title of state-jirisyiler. 
This man ha.d been for many years master of 
the forests, and the care of the wild bulls 
was. certainly a,subject of greater inter«est'4o 
him than the subjugation of Europe. His 
melancholy situation liad so dcepjy affectetl 
him, that he arrived at Wilna* in a stale of 
insanity. The ‘French, • however, regarded 
his conduct as ^thc cflect of dissimulation. 
When a Pole or a Jveivchman approached 
him, he was accustomed to spit at them, then 
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turn away muttering to himself, and woulct 
not unfrcquently pelt them with stones. He 

I 

was, in other respects, a very worthy man, 

and beliaved with the utmost gentlencs,^ to- 

• • 

wards all wl\o addressed him ciVilly in Ger- 
man. His dress resembled mine in wretched- 
• • • 
ness. But 'the Court-Counsellof Barts after- 

• • • 

«^vrds supplied bofli him and myself with 
eloathes and linen. 

This generous man, who was constantly 
attended by a considered Iiimself 

happy in being able to assist me in my misery. 
“ Tohnorrow,” said he, “ I set out for Ko-" 
niugsberg ; that is, likewise, your road ; I 
have room in my carriage, and have six har- 
ness horses in readiness ; you will do me a 
great favour by consenting to accompany 
me.” My joy on liearing this propo.'ial may 
be readily conceived! ,.No starvation in the 
chyrch, no travelling on foot, a commodious 
conveyance, and the company of an agree- 
aWe gentleman. What''uf!p»^tpect<;d good for- 
tune ! 
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My only anxiety now was lest the French 
should thwart my project, by refusing me 
permission to depart. I feared their distrust, 
andy unluckily my fears were npt altogether 

I 

without foundation. It is true, -that the wor- 
thy chief of the general staff threw nq ob- 
Stacie in my way ; but Count Hogendorp told 
me, in few words, that state prisoners' afid 
prisoners of war could not be permitted to 
travel together, as the former required to be 
»very strongly guarded. I, however, did not 
relinquish my entreaties. I offered to place 
myself willingly under tlie strongest guard 
that might be thought proper. Pineda like- 
wise pledged his word for me, adding, that 
my conduct had been most exemj^lary during 
the whole of our march j and after Barts and 
I had ’been strictly questioned wdietlier we 
had previously „known each <?ther, liow and 

from whence we had arrived at Wilna, .S:c. 

« 

my solicitation was complied with. 

My satisfactioK^was complete. The chief 
of the general staff immediately inscribed my 
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j)arae in the marching billet, with those of 
Barts and M. C ; and I seized that op- 

portunity again to recommend the Russian 
ladies* to his attention. He promised to.visit 
them liiniself", but whether or not he kept his 
word 1 am uncertain. 

In the evening I went, acc'ompanied by 

• * * 

• my 'two friends, td pay a visit to the ladies. 
Barts was much affected on seeing tfie chil- 
dren, who reminded him of those fronfv^iom 
he had been separated.,^ Wiren I informed, 
them that the visit 1 then made must be my 
last, 'they suddenly became silent, and an ex- 
pression of deep concern was visible on the 

countenances of all. Madame S was the 

first who recovered the use of her tongue, 
and turning to my friends with her usual 
grace, explained how i6 liad happened that 
six ladies had yiddenly •been ^struck dumb on 
being informed of the ’dfeparture of a young 
man ; namely* that,^lthough a total stranger, 
I •had performed them Sfjnery gfreat service. 
I endeavoured to silence her by excuses and 



tlisavovvals, though I cannot deny tliat 1 was 
ahvays well pleased on receiving coimneiulu* 
tions from her. “ Although we can do no- 
thii\g lor you in our present situation,^’ said 
she, “ w'e shall not. fail to recollect you. Had. 
your dejiarture been less unexpected, we had 

f * 

resolved to siirprise you ; however, 'that cannot 

if #■ 

now be done ; we have ndthing but our grate 
ful thanks to offer you.” 

■ffy two friends were deeply affected, and 
_ I used every effort ti> repress my grief. Ma- 
dame S turned towards the window, in 

order to conceal her emotion. She was, how- 
ever, tlie first to recover herself. “ Grieving 
can be of no avail,” said she ; “ we should, 

* r- ' 

on the contrary, pass our last evening cheer- 
fully together, to the mortification of our 
enemicsv” Then suddenly refiollecting that 
Pineda ranked ^ among the npmber of these 
enemies, she concldded by making hint, a 
lively and eleg*ant ^ology. But the good 
Pineda, wdrose mkid was occupied in con- 
templating her, had not observed what she 
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said. No one, indeed, could behold her with- 
out interest. In her were united vivacity 
with the most refined sensibility, frankness 
with the* strictest modesty, and she was ev^n 
more conspicuously adorned, with gentleness 
than beauty. In fine, she was another Leon- 

tine*; but l!ir handsomer, if we%iay judge 

• ? • 

frotn the coppea-platfi. ^ She was a native of 

Poland, but had been conveyed, when only 

eight years of age, to Russia, wirere sh^ire- 

ceived her education. H^r liusband was a 

Russian. I never heard her complain ; but 

one of lier friends informed me that she was 

not perfectly happy in her marriage. Oh 

man ! with indignation against my own sex 
* • • 

(jo I reflect, that out of one hundred unhappy 

unions, the fault is in ninety-nine instances 

attributable to'thg husband.. 

We passed a friendly .evening together. 

Although the' supper which Madame S 

* The heroine of a novfjLiateJy published by A. von 
KotzeBue — T. 



set before us was but scanty, yet we partook 
of it with cheerfulness; even the good Jew, 
who had requested to take leave of us, joined 
the conversation so agreeably, as tp render 
his company by no means intrusive. Finally, 
we all paid our devotions to one star. 

Barts I sjppose'd was the only one among 
us who possessed a watch ; unluckily ,he be- 

i , 

thought himself on drawing it forth. Ma- 
'dSMio S — who was always cautious, ex- 
claimed with surprise: “ Is it eleven o’clock ?” 
Pineda and I were struck with terror. The 
Jew, however, proved by means of lias great 
silver repeater, which resembled a howitzer 
shell, that it was only half past nine ; we then 
resumed our gaiety, and continued to con- 
verse until the approach of the unwelcome 
hour^of parting., I stepped silently up to 

the window, wher,e Madame.S inspired 

me with new life, by whispering to me : “ It 
is my earnelit request, and that of all my 
friends, that ypiJt’'5hould come and see qs to- 
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inon'O'W. To bid adieu to each other will, 
doubtless, be a painful ceremony ; but it must 
take place, even between us.” 

I didhnot fail ; though the state of rjay feel- 
ings rendered, this last visits deeply* afflicting. 

Tearful eyes, monosyllabic conversation, heart- 

• • * * # 

rending pauses, what else could be expected ! 

Madame S preyed my hand, thanked 

me in tlie name of all present, assured me of 

their unalterable friendship, and declared that 

it would afford them the.,greatest possible 

happiness, should Heaven permit us to meet 

again af a future period. When I bade them 

farewell, their countenances were suffused with 

tears. At last I left them, and when I reached 
* . • 
the street, 1 still heard the sweet voice of 

Madame S , who called after me : “ When 

you have an opportunity of* writing to i», do 

not neglect it ; \^e M'ill 4vot fajl to answer 

• * ^ 

you.”, I wandered about the streets for a 
considerable time, in^y^^t to recover from 
the agitation into which tliiS'.&ffectffig inter- 
view had thrown me. 
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I then went, accompanied by Pineda, to 
Parts’s quarters, and got adquaiuted with the 
eccentric Titular-Counsellor, whom I have 
already mentioned. From his dress #it was 
difficult to*^' say to what natiori he belonged. 
Being much distressed for cloathing, he had 
adopted a vCiy ingenious method of supply- 
ing that want. H*e had obtained through 
charity, from a woollen draper’s shop, some 
li^rttfid selVkges of cloth, and with these he 
stitched together a jacket and a pair of pan- 
taloons. The habiliments which he had thus 
formed were to be sure of variegated colours, 
and moreover far from fitting with exactness; 
but these were matters of trifling importance ; 
they served to cover him, and even to pro- 
tecf'him against the severity of the weather. 
To cpmplete this .elegant costume, he wore a 
cap of the same materials as the dress, ami 
fabricated by the same ingenious hands. It 
was impossible to regard him without a smile. 
He resenubled s^d:alf filled ain-balloon. Tike 
an enraged cat, he continued to growl and 
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spit at all who approached him. The gen- 
darmes brought & kind of litter cart fo'r his 
conveyancej and as there was a scarcity of 

attendiints, he was intrusted to drive *it him- 

• •* 

self. With his usual muttering hethrew him- 
self upon the straw, and rolled about in it. 
After having once iribre’ pressed my friend 

Pineda to my l)osomf I stepped into tfie ear- 

• • 

riage, wiiere Barts had already seated hifliself. 
Two gendarmes, and our conductor, •tftth* 
mounted their horses; and^as Barts observed) 
our retinue on leaving Wilna resembled that of 
an exiled prince, to whom none but the court 
fool remained faithful. Unfortuftately our 
state carriage was furnished with nothing but 
hay. 
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CHAPTE,R V 
Removal to Tilsit. 

According to our Riarching-route, we were 
to be provided et^ery three days with’ fresh 
Jidrse^ and good pfovishnis; but this, like the 
prdecs to Pineda, was p,i‘cscribed mjei'ely pro 
for vt was well known in Wilna that 
neither a horse hor a piece of bread could be 
obtained on the road. Barts fortunately car- 
ried provisions along with him, sufficient to 
last until our arrival at Kowno, which place w^e 
expected to reach in five days. The Titular- 
Counsellor, Vho soon discovered o‘ur store, 
was* alw’^ays very quiet and well bred when 
he felt the pangs of hunger, bat became as 
troublesome and disorderly aq ever after the 
cravings of his stomach were allayed. 

We passed'-our nights in any of the houses 
which wq chanjjed to find open on our rpad, 
excepting when we were prevented from do- 
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ing so by tlie infected state of the atmo- 
sphere, occasioned by the putrid bodies of dead 
liorses. Unfortunately for us, this was too fre- 
quently the case ; for, as the French* them- 
selves acknowledged, these carcases were 
strewed in thousands on the road between 
Wilna and Kowno. Tliis* mortidity was oc- 

jcasioyed by thp greeti corn which the cava*lry 

, * 

troops cut down in the fields, and with which, 
when in want of hay, they fed Tlieir h©rsdS’: 
if the animals happened to drink after having 
eaten this corn, their stomachs became mon- 
strously inflated. 

The horrible effluvia frequently prevented 
us from enjoying the beauty of the country ; 
for we were compelled to turn our faces to- 
wards the back part of the carriage, to avoid 
being stifled.* When we c^me to parts ^of the 
road which were particqlarly offensive, the 
gendarmes set' off at fuH* gallop, that they 
might escape as quickly ^^^ible from the 
infected air. If the ritular-Counjellor rode 
before u^, which he occasionally did, he 
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served for a punctual telegraph : whenever 
he began to mutter, we well knew it was the 
signal for drawing out our han'dkerchiefs ; 
and when he buried his head in the hg.y with 
which his fitter was covered, we thought it 
full time to cover our organs of respiration. 

We daily «f{;ll in* with numeroKS parties of 
trobps,*who were id sea#:ch of fresh wpunds 
and l&urels. It was very w'himsical sometimes 
tfr observe half a regiment with their hands 
a])plied to their hoses, and skipping with the 
utmost velocity over those parts in which the 
' carrion was most offensive. But I oannot 
avoid mentioning one circumstance which 
will serve to prove the low-minded ostenta- 
tion of the French. Many officers, ‘on per- 
ceiving the Russian prisoners, exclaimed, ad- 
dressing themselves to their troops — “ Ad- 
vance, brave soldiers! advance, until you 

* I 

reach Moscow.” -Shame on the men who 
could thus insbltthe unfortunate! 

‘ I ■ - 

The Titi^lar-Counsellor felt no offence at the 
jeering of the French troops, as he did not 
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understand a syllable they uttered ; but we 
were, at last, •met by parties of Germanic- 
French troops, who treated him as a merry 
An^lrew, and the gendarmes had Yrequently 
to extricate him from a cont«st of raillery. 
After his bed of hay had been entirely con- 
sumed by the horses, ije thfow himself con- 
tentedly on the rougif boards of h?fe caVt. 

Tlie day befo’re our arrival in K»wno, we 
ihet with an accident near the littk to^n of 
Rumschischeck, contigifous to the Memel, 
which had like to have proved serious. We 
luid occasion to descend a steep hill, across 
which beams of wood were laid in the form 
of steps. One of the shaft horses of the car- 
riagS (which according to die Polish custom 
was only used to go on level ground) was im-» 
able to keep his feet on this declivity. He 
leaped fropi one beam to the other, and oc- 
casioned- s6 violent a .jolting of the carriage, 
that the boy who dro^?&«ij was thrown from 
^his seat, and Barts and I were- tossed from 
one side of the carriage to the other: at 
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length two of the horses fell, the carriage 
was overturned, and my companion and I 
tlirown from it in opposite direction^ I un- 
fortunately fell in such a way, that the whole 
weight of the* carriage was thrown upon me ; 
I suffered unspeakable pain, and at least ex- 
pected that sojJe of -iny' bones were broivcn. 
I, however, escaped with **tliing,wo' se than 
a few severe bruises, wliicH caused me lo 
limp‘’'in walking- for several days afterwards. 
In the mean while, tHeTitular-( 'oLmseilor,\vho 
had seated himself on the sumnat of the hill, 
wils regarding the surrounding prospect with 
the greatest unxioncern for our distress. On 
being questioned concerning his v aiit i l' feel- 
ing, he frankly confessed that his only 'anx- 
iety was <est the case containing the brandy 
bottles should have sui^tained any injnry. Un- 
luckily, his feats were not without founda- 
tion. We broke two battles, which to us was 
a loss not easily feibVered. The remainder 
we employed ,in bathing our bruises, and at , 
this application of the liquor the Titular- 
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Counsellor appeared highly dissatisfied. Short- 
ly after this accident, we reached a house 
which Was occupied by a numerous party of 
Frerich oflScers ; they, however, with the ut- 
most willingness assigned a room for bur re- 
ception. 

•^hey «had, as frequijntly’Jiappens, unde*r 
some pretence cy other, quitted the ‘grand 
army ; and wer^ pro’ceeding to Koningsberg, 
in order t;o join the reserve corps, o*, wl/at is 
equally probable, to I'ethrn to their homes. 
With two of these officers, the most agreeable 
and well bred of anj^ 1 had yet met withf I 
chatted away the evening. They appeared to 
apprei'ciid the catastrophe which afterwards 
did happen, uud had been pft udent enough to 
absent themselves in due time. 

We kept the majestic river Memel, and its 
romantic banks, in si^ht almost all the way 
to Kowno.* On the first view of the city of 
Kowno and its beauti?&SHowers, and the nu- 
merous ships with' streamers waving, a sensa- 
tion of delight was experienced by all, but 
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more particularly by me, who have a right 
to consider myself half a seaman. The for- 
tifications which had been hastily constructed 
by the French were by no means displeasing 
objects, when.. viewed from a distance, though 
they obstructed the view of the city on a near 
approach. 

We proceeded straight to. the commandant, 
and our carriage was immediately surrounded 
by a number ofinquisitive Christians and Jews, 
who so highly offended our Titular-Counsellor, 
that he expressed his dissatisfaction by the 
most violent gesticulations. His conduct ex- 
cited loud bravos on the part of the spectators. 

The commandant, who was a strong ad- 
herent of Bonaparte, provided us with a mi- 
‘ serablc .lodging ; we, however, offered up 
thanks to Heaven for being suffered to retain 
our liberty. In the evening several Jews 
visited us secretly, and^with desponding looks 
communicated tbe.<<4\jport of the capture of 
Moscow. I could give no credit to their 
story, until further news brought an account 
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of the shocking and ever memorable confla- 
gration, which the French at first boasted of 
to a disgusting extent : but on its being after- 

wardg proved that this calamity had*deprived 

• •* 

them of all advantage in point of shelter, 
the newspapers under their control exclaim- 
ed,* “ These barbarians^^of the north know* 
nolj how to,defeni their country, except by 
burning their capital !” 

Although we never stirred abroad-without 

being stared at by inquisitfve persons, nobody 

^ * • 
offered to whisper to us a word of consola- 
tion ; we were, therefore, not a little surprft- 
ed when a pretty looking chantber-maid one 
day brought us an invitation to take tea with 
her mistress, giving us at tKe same time her 
address. We of course regarded tlm as the 
commencement of an a^lvcnture of .ijallantry. 
However, on proceeding to fulfil our engage- 
ment at the' appoinled* hour, we were intro- 
duced to a beautiful "yoiiBg lady, who was 
• • 

confined to ‘her room through ^ickness, and 
who cpmplained bitterly of the sufferings she 
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had endured. She informed us, that she had 
been suddenly separated froni her husband, 
who was a Pole holding a post of coilsiderable 
importance, and whom the Russian govern- 
ment, not thinking fit to trust, had ordered to 
remove to another province during the con- 
tinuance of the Var. fJn the sudden’approach 
of the French he had been iompelled to leave 
his wife behind liim, and the PoleSj who "were 
always eiger tcTpropagate accounts prejudicial 
to Russia, had reported that he was arrested, 
or at least sent to Siberia. The poor lady, 
w^ith natural anxiety, requested to know whe- 
ther we could‘'give her any information' con- 
cerning her husband, and appeared to breathe 
new life when we assured her, by numerous 
reasons, ‘that there was no ground for enter- 
taining doubts of his safety. We left her 
witli her mind at ease, and loaded with her 
benedictions. 

In Kowno our French gendarmes were re- 
placed by Poles; and it was notified to us 
that we could not be provided with any fresh 
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liorses, and that we must be conveyed in a 
vessel to Tilsit*. To me, an old sailor, this 
news was' very welcome; but it was not such 
to B^rts, who was apprehensive of* sickness; 

and was besides aware that be should be 

• » ■ 

forced to dispose of his carriage at any price'' 
thdt might be offered l^or it!* The Titular- 
Counsellor was lijcew&e much displeased at 
being obliged to'move at all ; for diwing the 
three days which we passed ‘in Kowno,* he 
had done nothing but dilink and sleep, and 
complained bitterly that we intended to 
drown him. 

The chief of the gendarmerie had the 
goodness, on the morning of our departure, 
to tretit us with an excellent'breakfast, which 
the Titular-Counsellor seasoned by relating se- 
veral of his authentic anecdotes of wild bulls, 
and describing a shower of frogs, and other 
marvellous events, bf which’, he asserted, lie 
had been a witness. Stseval coachmakers 
called, for the purpose of inspecting the car- 
riage, which we had now no longer any occa- 
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sion lor; but as none of them offered more 
than half the value even of the iron-work in 
it, our landlord resolved to purchase it him- 
self. He' counted out fifteen silver rubles, 
and tliis small sum was perhaps three times 
\is much as any other person in Kowno would 
liave offered. 

As one*' of our party wa» allowed to select 

» , 

a vessel^ I thought myself cpialified to'per- 
forihr that servfcc. There were several which 
had come by the Memcl from Tilsit, laden 
with provisions, and were on their return, 
destined for the conveyance of wounded and 
prisoners. I fixed upon one which appeared 
to me to be a good sailer. The captain, who 
was unwilling to ‘be troubled with passengers, 
• disavowed all claim to this quality on the part 
of his vessel; but fortunately I had viot made 
a bad choice; besides sailing well,, the vessel 
had a neat cabin, and^he' captain' was, after 
all, an agreeable gf!t>d sort of man. He was, 

* 4 

moreover, forbidden to take moredhan fifteen 
• 

soldiers, in addition to our party, on bpard ; 
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whilst the other vessels conveyed five-and- 
twenty, and even Jthirty. We had now an 
opportunity pf seeing the beautiful bridge 
which the French had thrown across this 

. O’ 

broad river ; I immediately prophesied, thdt 
when a thaw took place in the ^spring, it 
would mot prove suiRciently string to resist 
the pressure of the broken^iee : my propheQy 
was unfortunately fujfillod. 

After having packed up our little luggagCj, 
we bade adieu to the sick lady, who, since our 
last visit, had slept for th^ first time during 
several weeks : she relied on the assurances 
we had given her, and now tranquilly hoped 
to hear some tidings of her husband. She 
preserrtecl us with a basket full qf provisions, 
•some wine and brandy ; things which were 
not to be purchased in Kowno. Heaven re- 
warded her for this kindness; for I after?v^ai’ds 
learnt, that bei; husband ^and she were again 
happily united. 

About noon ^we parted from the chief of 
the gerulaniieric ; he was a vei^ worthy 
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man, and 1 sliall over remember his kind 

treatment with sentiments of the sincerest 

£ 

gratitude. He accompanied us to the vessel. 
'Phe anchor was then raised, and tlie wind 
alid current proving favourable, we could 
soon perceive nothing but tlie tops of the 
spires of Kowno. 

Barts and I vere accommodated in tlie 

4 

captain’s cabin, which was so small, that it 
would at the utmost contain only four persons 
to sit, and thfee to sleep. The Titular- 
Counoellor, together with the gendarmes, oc- 
cupied the great cabin, which was more airy. 

I 

The space between both cabins, which was 
on other occasions filled with merchandise, 
now contained thirteen wounded .men, be- 
longing to different regiments and nations. 
In the centre of this space stood the fire- 
hearth, which, though scarcely large enough 
to boil two kettles, was surrounded in the 
cold evenings^jTy the soldiers. Before our 
departure from Kowno, we had been supplied 
with provisions for six days; our daily allow- 



ance was, to each, a pound of meat, a pound 
and a half of bread, and a glass of spirits. 
Through the, bounty of the sick lady, whicli 
had not been sparingly administered, wq were 
enabled to resign our portion of provisions, l\> 
the gendarmes.* The Titulaf-Couns’bllor, who 
had giv>wn gray in the forests, wps unable to 
comprehend the use of fiatls; he rcgprd<jd 
them as mere articljes of ornament, and re- 

commended his soul to heaven whenever a, 

• * ^ * 

sudden blast ol* wind made J:he vessel heel. 
I again had i^eason to congYatulate myself on 

my clioice, as our vessel had the start of 

» 

every other, and was always the first to come 
to anchor in the evening; fbi', owing to the 
nimieTOii.^ sand-banks, and the narrowness of 
•tlie channel, the river is only navigable during 
the (lay. 

As the wind ’was unfavourable the* next 

morning, we were forc,ed’to tank, which can 

•• 

otdy be done in the Memc? by the help of tl)c 
current. The cdntinualAacking rendered the 
situation of those who were os deck very dis- 
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agreeable; they were tossed from one side to 
the other ; and the Titular-Counsellor, notwith- 
standing his antipathy towards the French, 
was, tp his mortification, frequently thrown 

info their arms. All were sick except myself, 
« 

and I alone had the good fortune to be able 
to visit the provision-basket, until, aftfr two 
days had elapsed^ J;he calmness of the wea- 
ther enabled my cotnpapions ' to returii to it 
with redoubled appetite. The whole of our 
brandy was nearly consumed; but the captain 
consoled us by saying, that we should next 
day arrive at a castle which was situated in 

the neighbourhood of a small village; and 

\ 

with the owner of which he was in the habit 

of transactinjj business (by which he meant 

smuggling). We therefore cast anchor on 

arriving at the village, and went on shore, 

« 

accompanied by Our gendarmes. We were 
here met by ^ number of JeWs, who pointed 
and stared at us but from whom we soon 
escaped, and gained .an excellent foot-path, 
which co^ductfd to the castle, on reaching 
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which, we were at first saluted by the dogs, 
and soon after welcomed by their master. 
He, together with his wife, on being made 
acquainted with our adventures, showed us^ 
every kindness,, and treated. us fr^^ of ex- 
pense. Our Titular-Counsellor was thrown a 
little out of hifmour, by t?ie ^'ind lowing off 
liis magnificent bear-skhi cap, which for some 
time served as a plaything for the dogs. His 
spirits were, however, soon restored by the ‘ 
punch which we drank ; an^d taking down a 
violin which hung against the wall, he played, 
to our jfstonishment and delight, in a very 
masterly style; and was so highly pleased 
witli the praises which we bestowed upon 
Ipm, that he began to dance, and entertained 
us by all kinds of drollery. In the evening 
our party was Joiqed by the^japtain; and we 
all sang, joked,* and chatted, with as much 
familiarity as if we had lyJen old acquaint- 
ances. “ After rain comes sunshine,” says 
the proverb ; bift then it is also frequently 
reversed. 



118 


AVe were seated at a well-covered table, 
w'hen suddenly four soldiers from our ship, 
driven perhaps to intrude by tlie cravings ot 
Ipmgcr and thirst, entered the room ; and 
without ‘lifting their caps, o?; any other kind 
of ceremony, walked up beside us, and 
called for' liqnc^r. ' Our host ‘told them in 
the most gentlemanly'mannor, that his lion; e 
W'a^ not an inn j adding, that had they be- 
haved w’di more civility, he would willingly 
have given them^some liquor ; but that their 
conduct compelled him to desire that they 
would immediately quit his house : he, how- 
ever, prdposed to send somebody with them 

who could show them a tavern in the village. 

' 1 . . * 

“ A tavern in the village i” exclaimed one of 

thd soldiers; “ no indeed, here we have seat- 
ed qurselves, and here wejntend to remain. 
You can treat the,Russians very kindly, but 
Avc who arc fighting for your liberty (;an ob- 
tain nothingt^froin you.” — “ The Russians,” 
said our^ liost, “ pay a duckt each nuuv, are 
you able to pay as much?” — “ Jf the Rus- 
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sians pay you, they are fools. We must have 
a refreshment for’nothing, and that instantly 
too.” — “ Then I must call the assistance of 
my sefvants to turn you out of the liouse.” 
— “ What ! wpuld you darg to ill-treat wound- 
ed French soldiers ? we will see that !” The 

s 

impertineni! fellows tlien^^seated themselves, 
witlfc their caps on,'»malong use of tfie most 
vulgar' oaths. The master of the hou^, who 
liad by this time lost all patienht?, seieed t'lie 
orator of the party by the collar, and turned 
him out at the door. The others, who hastily 
ran to his assistance, were dispatched in the 
same manner by our gent/arraes. *The contest 
wovild, doubtless, have been renewed in the 
court-yard, had not the servants unehained 
two large dogs — auxiliaries which so«n put 
our insoledt visitors to flight. 

This atfak put a stop to our gaiety, as we 
wQre apprehensive tliat’it would be attended^ 
by some ill ,conseqttence. \We reluctantly 
took leave of our hospitable host. The night 
was so.cxccedingly dark, that we could scarce 
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find our way, though lighted by a lantern be- 
longing to the ship-master.’ This obscurity 
had perhaps prevented the conquered enemy 
frojn hailing their friends on board, and return- 
ing with a l^ginforcpment to stoi;m the castle. 

On arriving at the river-side our boat was 

not to be seeh, thq' soldiers had tdken it with 
* ( < 

tliem to the vessel, and detained it there, 4iav- 

• . 

ing foi'ced the sailors who had charge 6f it to 
go' into the cabin, by threatening to bind 
them hand and foot if they refused. We 
hailed, but received no answer. We could 
hear only some low voices, which appeared 
to be disputing. The captain began to curse 
in a good seaman-like style ; upon which a 
musket was fifed, the ball of which struck 
the lantern he held in his hand. This base 
conducf enraged us to such ja. degree, that 
we disregarded the danger in which we were 
placed of losing our- lives by the assassin-like 
attack to whicli/.ve were exposed. We conti- 
nued to call to the soldiers, and threatened iin- 
mediately to alarm the village ; telling them, 



121 


lhat in that case not one of them would es- 
cape the gallows. The firing awakened the 
sailors, “who were asleep in the cabin j they be- 
gan to dispute with the soldiers, and declared 
that they w,ould instantly quit^’the vessel if 
we were not allowed to come on board. After' 
much quarrelling and abuse,*we, at length, 
heard two men jump into the boat, and row 

4 * 

towaMs the shore. We had scarcely 'got into 
the boat when two more muskets were fired ; 
but hearing no balls whistle, we concluded 
that they were merely loaded with powder in 
order to frighten us. 

As we approached, the soldiers called to 
us from the vessel, that the gendarmes and 
the Russians must not presume to come on 
board. 1 addressed them thus iif reply: 
“ Soldier^ who have served under ^the great 
Napoleon surely will^ never ill treat defence- 
l^ss prisoners : besiilje’s, had we arms likp 
you, and you thought yoyi^selves oflFended, 
•we should,* as men of hon^r ought, be 
ready, to give you satisfaction.” This ad- 
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saw in the distance. The Titular-Counsellor 

slept so soundly, that only Barb and I, with 

am gendarmes, could undertake the journey. 

The lights were extinguished when we had got 

into the garden^^ and wp were then pbliged to 

direct our course by the gravel foot-paths, and 

by the sound of bells which we occalionally 

heard : at last, after many wifcdings and turn* 

* * 

ings, we a^ain saw the lights, and found our- 
selves opposite "ah iron-rail gate leading into 
the house, but the gate was fast. We knock- 
ed long, and the horrid yell of a large dog 
announced our arrival. A number of lan- 
terns moved im different directions in the 
court-yard ; and, at last, uniting in a groupe, 
cautiously approached the gate. In answer 
fo a “ T'Ftio's there /” which indicated no 
little alarm^ in the interrogator,^ oftr gen- 
darmes related w'ho we yrere, and what had 
happened to us, and soUcited a night’s lodg- 
ing. All the famii^was soon put in motion. 
A young man, y/ho proved to be the son of 
the countess, accompanied by a number of 
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servants, hastened to the spot j and, on heai^ 
ing our request, ordered the gate to be open- 
ed. We, were conducted to the castle, and 
even into the presence of the countess, under 
a motley escort armed with sithes? and pitch- 
forks. Wfe began by begging’pardon for the 

« 

disturbance we had,ocqasion;fd, a duty which 
onr feelings the more strongly dictated, when 
we observed the,heaving bosoms of two lovely 
daughters of the countess, who_^were still»agi- 
tated in consequence of ihe alarm. 

But whatever had bfcen the degree of ter- 
ror which our arrival occasioned, it soon 
. • 

yielded to compassion. We were very kindly 
invited to supper; but it was at the same time 
proppsed to forward us tha^ very night to the 
next town, which was Jurburgh. This sur- 
prised us: but the eldest daughter told us, in 
the name of her moth’er, that she* could not 
allow us tp stop aJl*Aight.*— “ W’^e are,” said 
she, “ suspected by The Pojes. They watSh 
us closely, as we have beeK always attached 
to Russia, anti my brother ha^iot borne arms 
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towns, are seen in the distance, and delight 
the eye of the traveller : but gbove all, there 
live good-hearted Germans, ever ready to 
hold out 'z helping hand to the distressed. 

4 

We experienced a particularly good reception 
from a miller’ whose name I regret I have 
forgotten. It jvas late# and all the family 
were -asleop ; yet, without ^the least murmtir- 
ing, they all left their beds to provide for our 
accommodation. We were kindly invited to 
partake of whateve’ the house afforded ; and 
k neat apartment, with three good beds, was 
consigned to us. In the morning, every one, 
with the greatest kindness, enquired how we 
had slept; and whether we had wanted any 
thing. The good people then gave us a 
hearty Ijreakfast, to which they added their 
blessing on our departure. 

We o*ften approached the “banks of the 
river, on which ’a nuihber of “vessels, which 
had left KownoJong before us, with wounded 
and prisoner^ were detained, by contrary 
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winds. We never looked at them without 
thanking God that we had abandoned the 
uncertain element. — We arrived all well at 
Tilsit. 
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chapter' VI. 

Halt at Tilsit, and Removal to Konin^herg. 

The commandaift. Von Blackenburgh, who 
was a colonel of cavalry in the Prussian ser- 
vice;,, and in whqse commendation I need 
say no more, than that h,e bel6nged to Schill’s 
rcorps, received us in a truly friendly man- 
ner, and orderpd that we should have good 
quarters. We were conveyed to the house of 
a rich merchant, where we hoped w'e should 
find ourselves in Abraham’s bosom j but, uii- 

f 

fortunately, our host proved to be one of the 
most avaricious of that patriarch’s descend- 
ants. However, as we daily expected to be 
.sent forward, and as we were kindly euter- 
taindd by the principal inhabitants, and thus 
sale on the. point of ecoRomy, we declined 
the offers of the Commandant to quarter us 
on anothe^family. 

Amon|( the obligations we received, it is 
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my duty to acknowledge, tliat we were more 
particularly indebted to the head forest-mas- 
ter, Herr vpn Ulrich. To him, in whose 
house, in the circle of his amiable family, we 
spent some happy days, my warmest thapks 
are due. ThS manner in* which this good 

German announced himself to us, was very 

• * * A 

singular. On the second day after |)ur .ar- 
rival," a tall man, w^tl^ a,fine countenance and 

a majestic air, entered our apartment. 

* * • * 

wore a hunting dress in J:he old German 
mode, buff-coloured boots, and silver .spurs ; 
an elegant hunting sword hung by his side. 

# m 

“ Pardon me, gentlemen,” said he, “ if 1 
have visited you too soon in the morning 
this re tlje hour at which I alw^ays put myself 
in motion ; but you do not know me, I am the 
head forest-master Ulrich, and I have heard 
of your misfortune. I aha told that* one of 
you is called. Kotzeb.ue,* a najne which 1 re- 
spect, and that alone w?is sufficient to induce 
me to seek you out, tlieugh I^^{ould notha\’e 
fa'ilcd in attention to any' af y^u : bul, re- 
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member, no compliments, J hate them as I 
do the Frencli, who are masters in the art of 
making them. Tlierefore, all I. have to say 
is — ^\'oy are prisoners — ^you are imfortnnate. 
U'irich keeps a house in Tilsit. From this 
day forward two covers will be" added to my 
table. Comg or not c/>me, just as you please. 
Ulrich, dines at oi^e, and sups at nine. 1 
only wished to tell you this : so, for the pre- 
sent, good bye !” 

He immediately set ofl’, without waiting 

for our answer, or '^allowing us time to thank 

him. He seemed that sort of character which 
• ^ 

I had thought was to be met w'ith only on 
the stage, and w^hicli I was much surprised to 
find in real life. We did not neglect Iris in- 
vitation, but it had happened tliat ho was not 
aware of more being in the party than my- 
self an\l Barts, antf he had of* course addres- 
sed himself exclusivfcly, to us.' This gave of- 
( 

fence to the Titular-Counsellor. He stutter- 
ed and splutt^’cd in Iris own way more than 
over, assertti**' that the head forest-master had 



133 


iieglected him because he did not wish for liis 
company ; and this he persisted in, though 
Herr von Ulrich made him a particnlnr visit 
to apologize for his mistake. 

The Titular-Counsellor was the only loser 
by thfe obstiijacy, for intthe.honsj of our gene- 
rous host every thing bc«e the stamp»of his 
own character. A>1 wa'S done in a brief and 
pointed manner. No compliments, no pre?* 
sing, but the most hearty •'and sincere wel- 
come. During the five days we stopped in 
Tilsit,, this worthy family rendered us per- 
fectly comfortable both in min^ and body. 
There was also another citizen of Tilsit, an 
inn-keeper, Avhose generous coijduct I cannot 
recollect without emotion. Though far from 
being rich,, he maintained free of expense 
fifteen Russian* officers prisoners, ancl even 
provided some of them with lintn and clothes. 
Hefore their departure, the officers assembled 

■A* 

to^ take solenyi leavc^of him.’^They drew 
up a declaration, in which ‘ther expressed 
their gratitude for the favour^ wmch had been 
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bcs5towed on them. They recommended their 
benefactor to the protection of’ all Russian 

military commanders in case a Russian force 

/ 

sHmild enter Tilsit, and added a request that 
the Emperdr Alexander should, by such com- 
mander, be informed »that there, lived ifi Til- 
sit, a man who had ‘shown so much humanity 
and generosity to Russian prisoners. The 
pjirting yery affecting ; many of the spec- 
tators could not refrain from tears. 

Colonel von Blackenburgh also merited 
particular thanks for the pains he took to 
alleviate as, much as possible the hard fate of 
the prisoners. As a commandant he gave 
equal satisfaction to the military and' the citi- 
zens, a success which is always to be desired, 
but which is very seldom attained . He stood 
upon no ceremony with the French soldiers ; 

and when the ifihabitants preferred wellfound- 
* * 

ed complaints, against any of them, he pu- 
nished them 'Without"' hesitation. He thus 
. / 

rendered hiinself in every w’ay respected. 

It would been an easy matter for us 
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to have solicited and obtained the punish- 
ment of the ruffians who had driven us from 
the vessel, and who reached Tilsit three 
■daysjifter our arrival. We contested pur- 
selves, how(?ver, by bringing tiiem into the 
presence of the commandant, effectually hum- 
bling them, and then. by our intercessions 
saved them from .punishment. 

I must not forget to mention a butcher o( 

$ # 

Tilsit, a man ofextraordinary bodily strength, 
who, while every householder throughout tht^ 
continent of Europe trembled at the idea ot 
quartering soldiers, was exceedingly unhappy 
whenever a day passed without some being 
billetted on him. He took a particular plea- 
sure in bringing impertinent Frenchmen to 
their senses. It accordingly very seldom hap- 
pened that tttiy ofthenS would stay«nore than 
twenty -foi’ir hours .with hinj. 

* The Court Counsellor Barts, the Titular- 
Counsellor, and myself, joined the other pri- 
soners, five or six of whom tra velled together 
in one waggon j and from tfeiir various, and 
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often burlesque dress, formed very singular 
groiipes. We three remained together, and 
chose two officers to make np our party. Our 
Polish gendarmes were relieved by two smart 

t' 

black hussars.* 

As we were about to commence our iaMi- 
noy, a lieutenant of engineers, who was em- 
ployed in the construction qf a bridge head, 
and, with whom I had become acquainted in 
the house of tlie head forest-master, came to 
s,ec us. Jfle brought money which had been 
collected bv*some worthy and charitably dis- 
posed men. Ignor.ant of the (icrman Ian- 
guage, tlu' prisojiers could not return him 
many, thanks verbally ; but their moistened 
eyes, and grateful looks, spoke the more for- 
cibly. I he officer himself was much moved, 
and liastilj departed. 

At this momeijt, indeed, we ajl required 
consolation, for the iie\Vs of the taking of 
Moscow was no\^ fully coiifirmed. When tlie 
truth was asce/taiyed, a death-like silence 
prevailed amo^^g. the prisoners, and their 
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countenances ^xliibited the most profound 
grief. Several had their relatives and tlicir 
property in that city. The Jatter,*it was ccr- 
had become the prey of the namds ; and 
to that was added ignorance of the i'ate qf 
thteir fan^ilies, which jalaccii them in a stat*c 
of the most paipful •anxiety. 'jRios^ who 
wen# not native's of that part of Kiissia did 
all in their power to comfort tbev- unfortu- 
nate companions. One,* however, who was 
sick, was so affected by the intelligence, that 
he was found vmable to proceed with the 
other prisoners, and was sent to the hospital, 
where he soon died. The only words he 
aftervrards uttered W’ere, my poor pa- 

rents ! O my unfortimate country !”♦ 

Under, the influence of these mclancholv 
. * » " 

impressions, our cavalcade was put in jno- 

tion, taking Jts departjirc from the door of 
the commandant’s house, before which we 
had been d/awn up. We had to pass the 
inn whose gencroBs owner lia^laid the Rus- 
sians under so many obli^^tiohs. When we 
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a 2 )])ioaclied the house, there .was a general 
cry of halt ! and all wished to testify their 
gratitude. ' Many wished to give him the 
trifle of money they had received, but foun-d' 
it impossible to i)ersuade him to accept any 
such reward. 0n the contrary, lip insisted 
uj)on protiding the whole party with a good 
breakfast free of expenSse. 'The crowd .that 
surrounded uc joined us in blessing him j thus 
we left Tilsit, where we had experienced 
both jdeasure and affliction, with hearts agi- 
tated by the opposite emotions to which these 
feelings gave birth. 

It was a cold day in autumn, and our 
wardrobe was not very capable of keeping 
us warm. We, therefore, seldom failed to 
visit any inn, or good public-hause, that 

i • j 

came in our way j and at last both we and 
the black hussars wlio escorted- us, got so 
animated, that we did not hesitate to jeer 
and insult solitary French soldiers who had 
occasion to pess us. Our black hussars slap- 
l)cd them wifh'^tke flat of their sabres, and 
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drove them \iside. The roads were full of 
stragglers and small parties, on their march 

to the army. Among tliem were many ca- 

* • 

vairy, buj; who had np horses’, and whom we 
only recognised by the saddles which they 
were obliged to drag tilong* with them. 

, In thi§ manner we proceeded from one 
magazine station to another, taking i^) our 
quarters when it became 'davk «t thb best 
house we could find,*wbere our treatment 
was the more or less agreeable, in proportion 
to the wealth and disposition of the ow.ier. 

One day we met a battalion of Saxe \^"ei- 
mar troops. It was easy to perceive thal 
these brave men were rdlnctantly marching 
against the country of their adored princess', 
'fliey knew we were Russians, and sliowcd 
by their, gestures that they sincei'cly sympa- 
thised in our misfo.etime. In passing, the J:wo 
parties looked sorrowfully at each other, for 

vve pitied' their situation as much as they 

» 

could possibly commiseratej^urs. 

» 

On the third day we reached Tapiau, where 
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their children out of his way, as if they had 
been afraid he would devour them. 

Still covered with the loam, we directed 
our steps towards the municipality, where we 
received quarter-billets. Here I was for' the. 
first time separated from Barts ; as' I was only 
a, subaltern office;^, I was npt allowed such good 

quarters a^^ those allottQ.d to him. In vain we 

« 

pressingly solicited to be, quartered together ; 
those who had the superintendence of this 
business adhered strictly to their orders. 1 
hud at last the satisfaction to be sent to the 
same house, though not lodged in the same 
apartment, with the Titular-Counsellor, and to 

v> 

which we w'cre directed by a smart youth. — 
After we had knocked for a conside/able 
^ time, the door was opened by an old woman, 
who started when my companion held his 

■I:': 

quarter-billet before her eyes. She however 
recovered in some degree .from her surprise, 
oh perceiving that he was to occupy ar, 
apartment on the upper story. 1 then showed 
her my billet, upon which her rage was re- 
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doubled, and she greeted me by exclaiming; 
“ Good God ! do you think the rooms of this 
house were ever intended for such a dirty 
fellow as you ?” Indeed, when I considered 
the dleanliness, and even elegance”, of tile en- 
trance-hall,* and reflected on* the plight in 
Avhich I was, I coul4 not be, surprised at th<e 
old woman’s reluctance to admit me,. The an- 
tliority I brought, however, and my own en- 
treaties, had soon a due effect upon her.Jand 
after having given me fwo or three angry 
brushes with a sort of broom, an 'operation 
which she said was necessary, in order to 
sweep the clay off my back, she threw open 
the parlour-door. 

"Thi:; owner of this house.^the rich countess 
Dohna, I was informed, was then in the 
coiuitry; this was bad news enough for ray 
empty storatfeh ; but the old woman besides 
assured me, that hef*lady had taken all the 
keys with her, an^ that scarcely any fire 
would be kindled iirthe house. The Titular- 
(’ounsellor was not better provided than juy- 
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self; his apartment, which was that of an 
absent general, was decorated by a number 
of portraits, which all looked very kindly on 
him, though they never offered him any thing 
to eat; 

It was now" so late in the evening that 1 
dared not stir ..abroad I therefore endoa- 
voiired to relieve my hunger by falling asleep. 

I 

My miserable appcaranc.<!, however, had, after 
all,^. moved the heai t of the old woman, who 
shortly afterwards found, as she said, by good 
luck, the key of the larder. 

The next day I called on Ntcoi.ovjus, tlic 
bookseller, a friend of my father, who le- 
ceived me very kindly. Though he could 
give me no tidings of my family, 1 was.agfec- 
ably surprised when he told me that the uui- 
versally res])ectcd (Jonsistorial C'ounseJIor 
Krouse and his wife, who was' a relation of 
mine, had already reqlKvstcd the quartering 
commissioner to, lodge me in tlieir house, 6u 
my arrival in Koningsbferg. This had pro- 
bably been forgotten, through the alarm oc- 
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casioned by tlie appearance of tlie supposed 
Baskir. 

Nicolovius was kind enough lo acconi- 
pauy ir,e to the house of my cousit^, whe^e, 
as 1 shall evei' with the «incerc,s1; gratitude 
remember, I was received and treated in 
every way ld<c a son. Clollie^ linen, boots, 

every article L stood hi need of, were provided 

• ^ 

I'or me,* and these gifts M^ere rendered 5oubl)r 
valuable by the amiable manners 'of tlie 
family. The blessing of.the worthy Krause 
apjieared, indeed, to have lienceforth follow- 
ed me ‘, for after I had visited his house, my 
situation daily became better j*at least, I 

never, again had to contend with that dreaiU 
• 0 

fid hunger, from whose attacks I had suH'ered 

so much. 

In Koniiigsbcrg 1 met* Major Swksehin, 

who iiad been ipade prisoner only two days 

• • • 

befive me. But 1 was* still more happy in 

linding there an old frigid named Von Hunc, 
a •aiptain of cavalry. I had not seen him ibr 
Kovpnd voaiN* and wa.s ipnoi'ant hat he still 



14b 


rcniaiiicd in the service. This brave young 

man had entered the aiany as a volunteer at 

% 

Riga, where the command of a squadron of 
hussars was immediately assigned to him, at 
the head qf which he particularly distin- 
guished himself. Unfortunately, on one oc- 
casion, he charged the enemy ’s ' cavalry with 

I ft * 

an ardour which prevcr.ted him from observ- 
ing that his troops were driven back, and 
being unwilling to ask for quarter, he fell 
from his horse covered with wounds, and ap- 
parently lifeless. His life was, however, saved 
tiuougli the attention of some benevolent 
j)ersons at Mietau ; and he was now so far 
recovered, that he could walk about. 

Tliis freedom was enjoyed by all the j)ri- 
soncis, and after rcjicatcd re])iesentations ol’ 
our necessitous situation, a monthly salary 
was likewise granted to us. Thanks to the 
kind assistance of Counsellor Krause and 
Nlcolovius, I was better provided than any 
of my fellow-prisoners. 1 would, therelb/e, 
willingly hitye ended my misfortunes by being 
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detained a prisoner in Koningsbeig. This, 
liowever, I was Y)ot permitted to do ; for 
when the news arrived that the Frciicii had 

cpiitted _ Moscow, and wore retreating, t]ie 

0 

commandant immediately, orderell that tlie 
prisoners should be transported to Mentz. 

The suddenbess of this orJJej, "Sind the eager- 

• • • 

ness with w'hjcli tii® gendarmes pressed our 
departdre, scarcely allowed me time tS takp 
leave of my two friends and benelabtcft s. iVfy 
linen (wliich now filled a^^small portmanteau) 
W'as soon packed up, and I jjroceeded to the 
rendezvous in front of the commandant’? 
house. Here 1 w'as soon joinefl by Major 
Switsphin, and my good friend llune, and 
we agreed to ride together in one carriage. 
The Court-Counsellor Harts, and the Tltnlar- 
Coiinsellor, femfiined in K»oningsbcrg,,guard- 
ed by gendarmes. They W'ere shortly alter- 
wai\ls removed to Danfeziek. 

I felt much grieved on bicfding adieu to 

Bsrts; hewas’the first who oflercd me assist- 

* 

ance, wlien I believed myself deserted bv all 
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tlie world, and we had undergone much mi- 
sery in eacli other’s company. The Titular- 
Counsellor, however, appeared very well pleas- 
ed^ and seemed to think by separatiiig from 
me, he was getting rid of a tormentor. 

The officers in the list of prisoners, who 
were twenty-seven in number, presented a 
most ridiculous groupe. One was dressed in 
fCossack pantaloons, and a biirgo-master’s coat 
with steel buttons ; another wore a woman’s 
cloak,, and had large whiskers ; and the few 
who still preserved their uniforms, liad patch- 
ed them in a hundred different places/ They 
all smoaked and drank together ; some were 
merry, and laughed, whilst others complain ctl 
bitterly. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Removal to Berlin. 

We were now left without any escort except 
two wound(*d officers, win; appointed to 
guard us, and to set us 'supplied witli provi- 
sions aiid quarters.* Tfie eldest of these off- 
cers, who was an Italian, had a’ strange cu*s- 
toin of using the word jorxeard on almost 
every occasion, whether w'c were going to 
eat, te>slee]), or to travel, which induced th« 
Russian prisoners to give him the name of Cap- 
lain iCorxvard. He was a good-natured agree- 
able sort: of man, and would Sometimes join 
us in laughing at his own oddities. 

When ally of tlic prisoners arrived at the 

rendezvous rather late in the morning, they 

. • * • ** . • 

usually received the foljow'ing reprimand from 

Captain Forward ; “ If this ‘should happen 

• 

again, you will not get any carriage.” This 
once gave rise to a very droll scene. A 
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liiissian, who did not, understand a word 
ot‘ French, and was particularly fond of sleep, 
luid several times listened to this reprimand 
vcyy jjatlently j the ca))taiii at last repeated 
it rather w'armly. . Tliough thg llussian did 
not understaml what he said, he observed the 

I # ' 

expression of hii countenance, and answered 

very coolly : “ Yerqfcilsvh should not be too 

lp)t.” ‘ It is necessary to acrpiaint the reader 

that tilt; tirm i/crojiitsch is used in Russia to 
« 

express a strong kipd of spirit; and that the 
llussians, when they Avish to reconcile two 
j')crsons likely to (piarrcl, make use the 
common pliiase, “ Ycrq/iilsch slioidd not be 
too hot.” The captain, supposing that flic 
prisoner alluded to one oC his com{)anious 
who had slept still longer than he had, ex- 
claimed : “ Mow ! recollect, genfiemcn, that 
1 make no distinctiop betwet^n you; if Mon- 
, sicur Jcr(>lnlsrh shoidd come too late,, he 
must trudge on loot as well as vou.” He 
was much surprised when those who iiiider- 
stood both laiiguages were seized with an im- 



moderate fit of laughter ; and it was some 
time before we could make Ifiin understand 
the mistake. 

We took the direct road through Brifunsberg 

and Elding toMarienburgh, where*ve mettvith 

* * • 

miserable quarters, and were unable to ob- 
tain a single horse. We visit^d*the old castle, 
admired the immensy wo&den monumiSnt,’and 
wandered about tile ofily street in tliB town. 
The next day, after having ajiplaiijiled the 
tricks of a wietched jugglei’, we proceeded 
onwards, and on the fourth day reached the 
beautiful Maricnwerdcr. By a lucky acci- 
dent, my friend Hune here met .with a Prus- 
sian major who had been wounded in the 
same action witli himself: lUine, during his 
illness, was confined in the same cliamber 

with this officer, and had been a sharer i)i the 

» • • 

grief which Ije experienced at being separated 
from a young ami be'autii'ui yafe. This am ia- 
blc couple were again united^ and we spent 
an evening ii? witnessing their happiness. 

The next day we reached a fortress near 
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Graiideiitz, in which the brave General Cour- 
hiore immortalized himself j We visited the 
officers’ club, where we were vth'y well re- 
ceived, ’and talked upon political affairs in a 
friendly manner. During our conversation 
the following words w'ere frequently repeated : 
“ Comrade, iCv^'ill.noi be long bdore \\'c re- 
join you.” I moreover met with many Prus- 
sians, who were so eager for the success of 
tfie good qause, that they felt a sort of jilea- 
sure on learning the defeat of their counti v- 
men at Riga. 

We crossed the Vistula at Ostronjetzko, 
and after advancing a league farther, we ar- 
rived at Bromberg. We were soon convinced 
that we were ir. a place belonging to'I’oland, 
by the, confused state in which every thing 
was at the Town- House, and the incivility of 
the commandant. We had to wait for several 
hours before w^c could obtain qnartering-bil- 
lets, and were at last directed to quarters 
already occupied. We were then compelkul 
to return to the Town-House, where the petty 
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magistrates were still sitting drinking their 
beer, and with Yhe liquor tracing out Napo- 
leon’s battles on the table. They lel’t this 
entertainment with much reluctanc.e, to pro- 
vide Russiaii prisoners, U) whoip*they bore no 
good will, with a lodging. 

'llie wii*e of the Polish’ commandant was as 

• • 

iiuyiisitive as her htssband was rude. Wc were 
requested to call upon her next morning. We. 
wondered what she could possibly i^ant with 
us, and were not a littlt* surprised, \vhen we, 
discovered that the amiable lady, being tired 
of playing with her lap-dog, wished to vary 
her amusement by gazing at the Russian pri- 
soners. A most ludicrous scene ensued. She 
continued during a quarter o*f an hour lolling 
on a sofa, and staring at us with an exfn ession 
of stupid Amazement, without uttering a syl- 
lable. Her. husband, ,;jvho appeared no less 
• • 

astonished’ than she was, occasionally wins* 
pered something in her car, to which she as- 
sented by nodding her head. At last they 
both appeared at a loss how to get rid of us. 



Madame rose from her sofa and left tfi-e 
room ; Monsieur ibllowed her. We looked 
at each other, and burst into a loud fit of 
laur htcr. . In a few minutes the commtindant 
returned. We remained silent as well as he. 
;lje walked up to the window, looked several 

t « I 

times out, coughl-d, and then began : “ Do 
you knoAv, gentlemen, that Moscow is taken?” 
AVe replied, that we knew it, and that the 
Frencli were again retreating. He regarded 
■ that as, not quite s.-) certain, and enquired 
whether there Avere any Poles among us. 
There happened to be two. He immediately 
offered them commissions in the Polish ser- 
vice, which they however meritoriously de- 
dined. We all expressed dissatisfaction at 
this treatment, and one after tlie other left 
the room without taking h'ave o‘f the com- 
inaudant. He, Avas a* silly ignorant man, and 
'had adopted this ridieVdous method of grati- 
fying the curiosity of, his wife. This town, 
under the Prussian government, Avould be a 
very agreeable place ; we observed many line 
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situations around it, but were heartily glad 

when we left it behind us. 

* 

In the little town of Driesen, Hune and 1 

# 

were cyjartered in an inn, the kecpeiiof w.htch, 

• » 

though a ve#'y agreeable woman, constantly 

annoved my iViend in a strange manner. He' 

• * 1 

had. received a dreadful wound on the cheek. 

• • 

which had sevi'red liis^ lip, and carried away 

* » . * . • 

three of his teeth. This want of teeth, how- 

ever, was only perceptible \\dien th*e lip wa.s 
lifted upwards. Hune* was not diaf)leased < 
that our kind hostess should regard his mis- 
forturfe with pity, but she delighted in telling 
the story circ*tnstanliallv to every one who 
entered the house; and as her inn was the 

• f 

best in tlie town, it was of course very much 
frequented. Whenever she mentioned the 
lost teeth, *she»approached Hune very unce- 
remoniously,* and rougJdy liljted uj) his lip, 
at Avhich he appeardtl 'to be prodigiously* 
vexed, whilst 1 was imable to contain my 
laughter. 
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Here a company of strolling players, but 
such as scarcely deserved even that title, en- 
deavoured in the evening to amuse us by a 
reprcsenti?tion in front of the liouse. ,T]ioy, 
however, foupd some difficulty ,in collecting 
])ayment after the performance, I’or wliat en- 
tertainment could- tlieir strutting ahd rantiiig 
afford to thirty officers t^ho scarcely under- 
stood a ’word of German ? 

We were much beholden to our kind hos- 
tess at.Driesen, for, we were not only well 
treated whilst we remained there, (w liich was 
more than many of our comrades could boast 
of,) but ttie good woman gave us some provi- 
sions for our jouri'iey, which supplied us picn- 
tifully until we reached Frankfort on the 
Oder. In that fine city, we were (juartered 
upon a very })oor family. Though ‘they could 
afford to giv’e us but little, they -endeavoured 
'to render our situation as agreeable as possi- 

f 

ble. The master of the, house had two charm- 
ing daughters, .and FI one, wlio was a good 
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Untc player, accompanied the one on the 
piano-lbite, while I danced with the other. 

t 

We were not so fortunate on arriving- at Cus- 
trin, w|iere Hune and I were unluckdy sent to 
a house whi<:h had suffered s(i\*erely by the 
Russian bombs during the seven years’ war j ■ 

tih owner of the house, whiJ could never for- 

» • 

get., this misfortunt?, gave us a very unwel- 

come ix ceptioti. He showed us an inscrip- 

. , • 

tiou iti gold letters, whicli mentioned the day 
and the year in which this bombardment took 
place, and would scarcely allow us to have a 
draught of watei'. We learnt next morning 
that all our comrades were as badly provided 

as ou'selves. it is a fact, that we did not 

• •» 

experience such ill treatment in any other 
town, either in Germany or France. We 
pool prisoners .would thankfully have* accept- 
ed the pieces , of brea^l which the insolent 
Fri;nchmeh threw at tlie'heads of the peopJi? 
upon whom they were,quartered. During the 
remainder of*our journey, \yhenever we ex- 
perienced ill treatment or privption, it be- 
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came a kind of' proverb with us to say, “ This 
is as bad as at Custrin 

The kind treatment which we experienced 
at Kopenick made amends for all we had suf- 
fered at Cusr.j:in, ai\d had not I?,eriin been so 
• near at hand, we should havc^ (eh much re- 
gret at bidding Vkr'ewell to the kind inhabi- 
tants. 

* It should, ho\v('v(*r, he considcrctl, tu.it ( u>{rin was 
at that time in a vt'ry poor state. — A. von Kojzi bi t. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Halt in Berlin. 

After passing through several fine streets,. 

we reached the Town-H»use. Whilst we 

» » 

wete all engaged «n receiving our quarter 

'* * 

billets, a man of most respectable ‘appear- 
ance entered quite out of breath,’ ahd called 
me loudly by my name., This was th^ Macs- 
Iro (It Capclla MTiu;r, an old friend of my 
fathci\ Having accidentally heard that s*e- 
veral Russian prisoners were ' expected at 
Berlin, and among them one named Kotze- 
bue, he was overjoyed at being able to re- 
lieve the misfortune of his friend’s sol). He 
immediatefy ipquested tliat my (]Uttrtering 
billet might* be directgd to lum, conducted 
me, to his elegant house, 'and introduced mt^ 
to his amiable wife. I thought myself in 
Abraham’s bosom whilst I remained with this 
excellent family, whose kind treatment 1 
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iTiust ever recollect witli the wannest grati- 
tude. Unfortunately, the commandant would 
only suffer us to make a halt of two days, a 
peciod much too short for taking eveij a su- 
perficial view, of siieh a place as Berlin ; but 
the worthy Weber spared no pains in show- 
ing me all that wks curious and interesting in 
that superb city. 

I was struck with admiration on viewing 
the royal palace,' and experienced a sensation 
, of sorr.ow on entering the cabinet of the late 
excellent and celebrated queen, in which 
every thing remains untouched since her 
death ; even the pen with wliich she last 
wrote is still preserved. Near her writing- 
table stands that of the king, who had only to 
turn his head in order to see his beloved con- 
sort. An emotion of melancholy seized me 
whilst I beheld these .sacred relics of conjugal 
•tenderness, such as is* rarely to be met with 
even in common life, still less among princes! 
In one of the chambers, a celebrated young 
artist was tjmployed in painting a fuU length 
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portrait of the queen. The king daily visited 
this artist, to obsfirve the progress of his 
work, and to ‘assist him in perfecting the like- 
ness by Ids recollection of the original. 

On my^'ieturn home, I was agreeably sur- 

• * * * • 

prised at meeting with Colonel Vo?7 Valentini^ 
(now p^omotetl to the railk ®f general,) who 
had formerly served iy th& Russian ge\ieraJ 
Staff with distinguislfed honour. Sinca the 
alliance of Prussia with France he .luui re- 
turned to tlie service of his hative country : 
notwithstanding this he was still strongly at- 
tached to Russia, and had visited the pri- 
soners in their quarters for the }xirposc of 
consoling^ and assisting them. He likewise 
made a collection among the principal fami- 
fies in Berlin, whicli for a long time secuired 
the unfortunate captives agajnst want. 

On the second day of my halt in Berlin, I 
was invited to visit the* Countess Vo^ go- 
verness to the younger branches hf the royal 
family. Though* this Ittdy had arrived at a 
very advanced age, she still preserved the 

.M 
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most spriglitly and agreeable manners. I 
must confess that my wm’n-out uniforms, and 
the general shabbiness of my appearance, 
made me feel rather awkward in such com- 
panj, and more particularly on the unex- 

t •• < 

pected entrance of the little Princess Louisa. 
I was pres6nt\3d>to ‘her, and the compassion- 
ate looks of this' angel drew tears from my 
eyes. But my confusion was still greater 
when the kirjg himself appeared. However, 
his condescension and frankness soon enabled 
me to recover myself. He disclosed an ami- 
able trait in his character ; for, as y^c all con- 
tinued standing, he out of respect to tlie 
countess’s age requested her to sit down, and 
M'hen she hesitated to do so, he'himscif led 
hcr« to a sofa. The conversation turned on 
the war; the burning of Moscow, whicli aj)- 
peared deeply to affect his majesty ; and the 

operations of Cqun.t Wittgertstcin. I related 

« 

all I kne\t, and the king honoured wiiat 
1 said with the greatest attention. His ma- 
jesty made many kind inquiries respecting 



tlie situation of my father, called him an in- 
exhaustible poet, .and mentioned that he had 
just publisht'd a new piece. On leaving the 
room, he said : “ I hope you will pay a visit 
to our theatre.” 

A short time after his departure, one of bis 
aides-*de-carap appeared, and delivered to me a 
very valuable present^fronft his majesty,* which 
he said .the king re<Juesfed I would accept, as 
I was far from home, and deprived.of. all op- 
portunity of receiving as^stance from nqiy 

• 9 

friends. I was moved to the heart. The 
Countejs Voss, by her kind attentions, de* 
tained me witli her lialf an hour longer, dur- 
ing: which time we vied with each other in 
praising the king. The performance of this 
duty, in some degree, relieved my overloaded 
heart, and I* left the castle penetrated with 
gratitude and admiration. The good Weber,' 
who adored the king, \\as as much oVfeljoyed 

as I could be. .After I had repeated to him 

% 

ten times over* every .word which the king 
had uttered, he sprang from his scat over- 
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come with delight, and exclaimed, “ Is not 
our king an angel ?” to which I with all my 
heart assented. 

In the evening, Colonel Valentini accom- 
pariied' me. to the theatre, with which I was 
the more delighted, (both with respect to the 
house, and the ^erfoilnance,) as; it formed a 
contract to the miierab^le German theatre at 
PetersJmrgh, and as the king himself was pre- 
sent. The 'French military formed a strong 
party in the pit'. On my return home, I 
learnt with regret from my friend Hune, that 
we were to quit Berlin on the following morn- 
ing. A short time before my departure, the 
celebrated physician Hufcland honoured me 
with a visit. « My father and he hdd known 
each other from their childhood, and he seiz- 
ed this opportunity to prove how deeply he 
deplored the misfortune which had befallen 
the sc»v of his friend. ’ 

The good* Weber accompanied me to the 
house of the commandant, where, after I had 
once more endeavoured to express my {ji idi- 
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tude for bis kindness, I mounted my carriage, 
and set out with the other prisoners. We 
departed from Berlin with heavy hearts, for 
we had a.Il experienced most hospitable treat- 
ment from our.hosts, from whom .some of the 

prisoners had even received handsome^ pre- 
* # * ® 
sents.: — Heaven bless the good people of 

Berlin ! 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Jouj'iiei/ to Mentt. 

We left at Berlin the French officers who 
' • ' 

escor1;ed ns, and the charge of conducting us 
was now intrusted to Major Switscliin, the 
senior Russian officer. 

m 

On arriving' at the little town of Burgh, a 
short distance from Magdeburgh, I was at- 
tacked by a violent fever. This was j)robably 
occasioned by the cold and damp state of the 
atmosphere, as I was never addicted to in- 
temperate drinking, and indeed seldom re- 
sorted to that universal cordial which my 
< 

companions seemed to regard as a certain 
protection againsf the severity of the weather, 
and all othet ills. J was, however, extremely 
ill on arriving at Ma!gdeburgh, where a day’s 
rest in very good quarters in some measure 
restored my health. The physician who at- 
tended in'?, was of opinion that I ought to 
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have remained at Burgh a few clays longer, 
even though 1 should afterwards have tra- 
veiled with * double speed. But the com- 
mandant would oidy consent to this bn one 
condition, which was, that 1 should De sent 
to the lazaretto. This idea filled mci with 
horroi\ In •vain did niy go^ ^lost oner to 
become my security, ^nd c^leclare that fny re- 
sidence'in his house* should be no obstacle to 
another oflicer being quartered* upon him*. 

The commandant pcrsist(fd in repeating: 

• 0 

‘‘J’cfi titiis bien JacJie — Cela ne se pent •pas” 
I therefore declared myself ready to proceed^ 
Just as 1 was stepping into the ccuriage, the 
sub-commandant, who had taken compassion 
on the weak state in which he^saw me, gave 
me a very favourable description of their mi- 
litary hospital. 1 thanked jiim, and drove off 

I know not whether the freshness of the* 

. • . , 

air, or the jolting I received in the-CdVriage, 

contributed in- any degree to ‘my recovery, 

• 

but I felt mysblf mucji better on arriving at 
Schonebeck ; and on the following morning. 
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after a refreshing sleep, 1 seemed to enjoy a 
new existence. 1 he line' weather next day 
completed my recovery. 

We 'soon arrived at C , where I was 

quartered dn the house of a rich mei’chant, 
who was doubly rich in possessing two beau- 

. > I' . « • 

tiful and acLofnplished dauglitcrs. It hap- 
pened*' that these ladies, were going to a ball 
on the very evening of my arrival ; and hear- 
ibg thcnj-ccfmi|lain that there were very few 
dancers itj the town, I offered to accompany 
them, though I had not entirely recovered 
from my indisposition. My proposal was joy- 
fully accepted, and I fell to brushing my uni- 
form, which, though almost threadbare, still 
preserved some remnants of embroidery and 
epaulettes. After 1 had eaten a good supper 
w'ith my host, (for the dancing ladies had no 
appetite,) I handed my lair companions into 
a coachT^'ivhicIi see.med to have been appro- 
priated to the' use of the whole town, for it 
had already conveyed a„ dozen 'families to the 
ball. W^e stopped at a door which was illu- 
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minated by lamps, and, on aligiiti ng, were 
received by^lhe master of the ceremonies, 
who, with much politeness, wislied us a plea- 


sant evening. 


1 had the happiness to optfn tfie ball with 
my host’s eldest daughter, anefY^ontinued, 
ituring tlie remaintlcr 6f /lie* evening, to dance 
.with her, and hsr sister, who, besides being 
thfi prettiest women, were tlie best dancers in 


the room. As there wp'c’ several Russian 
officers, my fellow-pyisoncrs, present, I suc- 
ceeded in forming a party with them for my 
favourite dance Quadrille ; not that tins gen- 


tlemen of the town did not know how' to 


dance it, but their figures were so dil£:!rent 
from those which I had Ifeen accustomed to, 
that I found it impossible to go through witli 
them. 'Foi; instance:, we had forrped the cir- 
cle, and were ready to begin the dance, when 

* ’ • * • • 

.one of the town beaux; who Appeared very 

anxious for the introduction of new figures, 
placed himself at* the head of the room, and 
gave the following directions to those who 



stood near him: “Now Charles, j’ou set to 
my partner, and I set to youls'; Friss and 
Reinhold do the same. Then I chassh with 
your partner, and you lead down the middle 
with mine; FKss and Reinhold do so like- 
wise. Thpi turn your partners four times, 
and finish with tlfe ^rand close.” 

Ivly total ignorance of this tecKnical lan^ 
guage frequently prevented me from joining 
in the danoes; iioyever, the ball was upon 
the whole very agreeable ; every one did as 
he pleased, and danced as well as he could, 
without being criticised by the rest of the 
com})any. It 'was pretty late before we 
thought of returning home, yet we left the 
greater part of the 'company still enjoying the 
dance ; and- 1 remarked that my host’s daugh- 
ters regarded it as a grand point qf hdnour to 
have been among the first who quitted the 
balhroom, on the^ following day they, 

boasted, with much satisfaction, of having 
been at home full five minutes before some of 
their neighbours. 
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Unfortunately this ball was attended with 

very serious consequences to me, for on arri- 

ving at Bernburgh I experienced a severe re- 

lapse of my fever. When we reajched Halle, 

I was so much rcducftd, thi\t*I luid scarcely 

strength enough to alight from tire waggon; 

yet, suc1i was iby dread.of being sent to the 

hospital, shat I iVianagcd to crawl to my al- 
„ <• *♦ 

lotted quarters. By a lucky accident, my 
host, besides being a physician Tiitnself, was a 
brother of the College-Counsellor Jacob, of 
Petersburgh, with whom 1 was intimately ac- 
quainted, and in whose house I had Spent 
many a lia])py hour. Professor .Jacob came 
to the door to receive me, and 1 was foxTibly 
struck by the strong resemblance which he 
bore to his brother. On hearing my name, 

he gave me. a most hearty welcome, and de- 

■* 

dared hiihself a w^arm admirer of my father’s 
writings. He the'n introduced me to ‘his 

V* 

amiable wife, who expressed the deepest con- 
cern for my misfortune. , They immediately 
ordered a bed to be prepared for me, and 
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laoped that I might be permitted to remain in 
their house until my recovery. The kind 
treatment I experienced was increased Avhen 
I informed, my worthy host, that I hac^ the 
happiness ip enjoy the friendship ,of liis bro- 
ther. H(^^had not seen him for five years, 
and eiglit months had elapsed since he had 
even received a letter. If is impossible to 
describe with what interest the family listened 
to every littld circumstance respecting their 
relations.. All the children assembled at my 
bed-side, and I was obliged to relate to them, 
in gi’eat detail, what progress cousin Thei'csa 
had made in literature, how well cousin An- 
neiit could sing and perform on the piano- 
forte, and how cousin Adolph still contrived 
to make himself generally beloved. 

Professor Jacob exerted himself to obtain 
from the commandant permission 'for me to 
remain in his house until 1 should recover my 
health. At first he received a decided re- 
fusal, and was told that i must go imme- 
diately to the hospital. He, however, made 



173 


a professional declaration as a physician, that 
I could not leave my bed, and that he would 
not ansWer for the consequences if I were 
dragged to the hospital. At last* it was or- 
dered, that the hospital physician Uiould in- 
spect me ; and that, if my case '^re really 
such as ifchad been tepnesenked, I might b5 
allowed to remaiq in the hbuse of*Professor 
Jacob, on his giving* security for my appear- 
ance. Thus was I suddenly rescued fronf the 
prospect of the greatest*misery, and fixed in 
the midst of an amiable and philanthropic 
famijy, where I was made the object of.the 
greatest care and the kindest attention. The 
separation from my friends and unfortiiijate 
fellow-travellers was, it is true, painful ; but 
I hoped it would be oidy of short (iuration. 

The faver compelled me to keep my Ired. 

The commandant sent his secretary daily* to 

ascertain, the state'.of .isy heaUk. '*He was 
'* * 
under the jurisdiction of Magdeburgli, and 

seemed far«from being well pleased that 1 
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still lived, and had no taste for dying in the 
hospital. 

Though my host devoted to mfe almost 
every moment he could spare from the calls 
of his prdfesston, yet I was often left alone; 
and wouVi perhaps, in the course of my con- 
Wlescence, havt; ^eeom'e a prey to melan- 
choly, had not the worthy Doctor Eberhard 
spent ma<.iy evenings by m^ bed-side, where 
he animated me by learned and interesting 
conversation, and often had the goodness to 

^ V * 

read to me for hours together. For his be- 
nevolent attention and sacrifice of valpable 
time, it was imj)ossible I could make him any 
rfit'.irn; but he was pleased toapjiear interest- 
ed with the anecdotes of my voyage' round 
the worUl, which I related to him : but our 
most agreeable empipy merit was beating the 
Fr'enclr, and we had already driven them to 
the Vistrihr, when we first heard the news of 
their being on the Beresina. 

The commandant visited me once just be- 
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fore my departure, but only showed his anx- 
iety for hastening my recovery, in order 
that ]ie*miglit send me off as quickly as pos- 
sible. He obliged me to promise, that I 
shoiild not go to any other hoyse ?n tile town. 
This was the only promise I ’ever^ade in the 
course <)f my life, %vhi,ch>I did not' conscicTi- 
tiously keep; but h*Jw' could I leave Halle 
without paying* a farewell visit .to Doctor 
Ebei'hard and his amiable lady ? I accom- 
plished this object w.*apped up in a large 
cloak, and under the shade of night. I'o 
keep the secret from the servants, I pjlssed 
for a miller from the country,; and, 1 believe, 
I did not play the part badly. 

I could not visit ^ny person in the 
town, my host kindly invited som^ friends to 

spend with me the evening previous to iny 
•1 * * 
departure. In this interesting party were’ the 

celebrated Aulic l^ounselldr Scliuiz, and his 

' . * . * . , * 
highly acconiplished wife. • This lady was an 

old acquaintance of my father, and she had 

shown great attention to me during my in- 
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disposition. I was now further indebted to 
her for a bill of exchange on Frankfort, which 
proved of great advantage to me. 

The commandant allowed me to take a 
walk aboiitythg.town, in the company of ‘Pro- 
fessor Jacm). He showed me the excellent 
Institution, the ebseryatory of whic[i affords 

a view of ‘the whole town, and its beautiful 
‘ # 

environs. ..On our way kome he showed. me 
the remarkable window from which Napoleon 
was fired at. It is^vonderful how the tyrant 
llappene(t to be missed. A person, then con- 
nected witii the university, (and now again 
connected with, it !) caused much misery to 
nuiny by accusations. 

The commandant was so good as to -allow 
■ me a chais^', which, with an old sergeant, who 
was to escort me to Erfurt, stood .ready at 

t * f 

my -door by eight in the morning. The Aulic 
Counsellof Srb,uti:, ,nr,d iJoctor Eberhard, at 
the same hour, paid me another visit in order 
to take leave of me, arid neither of them 
came empty handed. The latter gave me, as 
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a memorial of his friendship, a fine map of 

France, engrave(J‘by Baptiste, which I sa- 

» 

credly preserve. The former brought me an 

elegant basket, containing some refreshment* 

* i • 

for my journey^; and to this store of di^iinties, 

my kind hostess made a considerabl(^ addi- 
tion : ]but I ihust confess, that n*y usual good 
appetite, whicji I hifd then completely re- 
covered^ did not permit me long to 'retain 
these memorials of my friends^ 

It is impossible to describe the feejings 
■which agitated my heart when I had to take^ 
leave of* a family in which, I may say, I had 
found a new father, mother, anil sister. I 
could not speak, but my eyes overflowed witlr 
grateful tears. How happy should 1 be to 
have it in my power to make a return Tb any 
one of that family' ! 

After I had* left Halle jong behind, I still 
wept„bitterly ; for the paiiltul parting scene 
through which I had passed, brought strongly 
to my recollection all I*had already lost, and 
produced .gloomy anticipations of the future. 
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The honest sergeant, who rather served than 
guarded me, seemed to b<^hold me with as- 
tonishment, and said and did every thing he 

c 

thought could console me. 

*' V 

Mersebhrgh is so small, that if the burgo- 
master sneeze at one end of the town, the 
beadie may *hear'it at the otheK I left it in 
the midst of a fall of uiow, which the wind 
drove’ right against us. 'We could scarce see 

r 

five steps before us, and the horses moved on 
slowly and with difficulty. At last, about 
two in the morning, we reached an inn, call- 
‘ed the Balloon, half-way between Merseburgh 
and Naumburgh. Here I and my poor body- 
guard, whose clothing was not well suited to 
the weather, Warmed and enlivened ourselves, 
and ’found the place so agreeable, that we 
heard with increaoed dissatisfaction the raging 
of the storm which we had again to encounter. 

* , "J-y \ ■/> 

Meanwhile it began* to dawn, and we thought 
it nece^awy*" to proceed. 

The road was covered with snow, and the 
coachman had taken a, drop more than was 



179 


necessary to quench his thirst. The horses 
* 

had their choice »of going where they pleased, 
and they took a fancy to the road to Frey- 
burgh. , 

In about half an hour ‘it grew qu*.te dark 
again, and the horses stood still. I never in 
my life saw such a storm, eiccpt one, in the 
sea cf Japan. • Wheji* we wished to speak, we 

had to roar as loud as possible intoeachother’^ 

• • • 

car, and even then scarcely a^word could be 

It 

heard. It was consequently useless to c'all to 

the coachman; but when stopped and mada 

• 

to und(5rstand, he asserted that we must be 

i 

near a vil lage called Markrolitz, which was only 
the quarter of a mile distant from the Balloon? 
Confiding in this assurance, we let him take 
his own way ; and after alternately knocking 
against fragments of rocks* and sinking into 
deep holes, we came qt lag^to the brinlj of a 
precipice. Fortunately? we turned in time, 
and after w'andering for.some hours through 
fields and over ditches,*without. knowing whi- 
ther we were going, we at last arrived at a 


N 2 
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village which, to our great astonishment, 
proved to be only one thousand paces distant 
from the Balloon. We were obliged to hire 
a'gpidq^'to conduct us to Markrolitz^ where 
we passted Uie night. Next piorning it was 
calm, f)ut we were obliged to wait an hour 
after the time at which we intended to de- 
part, until the peasants had so far cleared the 
ipad as to render it passable, though they 
had been at wprk upon it from day-break. 

We arrived at last at Naumburgh, where 
^Herr Zabsch, a relation of the Consistorial 
Counsellor Krause of Koningsberg,*had al- 
ready given notice at the Town-House, of 
i/is wish that I should be quartered “in his 
house on my arrival. He received me with 
open arms. I found him, in every respect, 
a mo6t worthy man, and his 'Ovife a lively 
amiable woman. He was a sincere patriot, 
and had obtained thd" cross of the Saxon Or- 
der of Merit. 

Here I learned that* my gra'hd-mother, who 
lived in Weimar, and whom, as 1 Jhad been 
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born and educated in llussia, I bad nc\er 
seen, was exceedingly anxious to meet me. 
The route of the prisoners was the shortest 
way through Buttelstadt to Erfurt, and^lhough 
nearly ciglity, the old lady had resolved, not- 
withstanding the badness of the roads and 
the severity nf the season,* tcl ttavel to* But- 
telstadt to embrace Jjer unknown grai^dson. 
This intelligence affebted'me much, bufrl was 
at the same time vexed on account .of the’ 
dilBculty I knew she would ITave to encounter 
in such a journey. 

When. I announced my name to the com-, 
mandant of Buttelstadt, he immediately said 
that he luid been requested to send an express^, 
to my gratfdmother. “ But,” added he, “ I 
am personally acquainted with her, and^wish 
to spare her»the^ trouble qf coming here.” 

Then drawing jne aside, he said, “ As soon 

1**1 » • • . 

as your guarjl is asleep» 'Wie miay^t into a 

sledge, drive to Weimar, and reftirn here by 

day-break.” This was, no sooner proposed 

$ 

than executed, and by eight o’clock I was, 
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for the first time in my life, in the arms of 
my grandmother. 

A grandmother is usualiy re'garded as a 
cross old woman, closely confined to an arm 
chair; but how little did mine answer this 
description! She moved about her house 
with 'all the lictivity 6f a girl of eighteen, and 
by heV good ‘ humbur ^nd vivacity rendered 
all areuud her happy. 

' We. had scarcely been an hour in conver- 
sation together,* when the secretary of the 
Grand Princess entered, and signified that 
Jier highness desired to speak to me. My 
heart throbbed when one of her ladies con- 
(ducted me to her apartment, and . I only 
w'aited for the entrance of the priilcess. She 
received me with the most amiable conde- 
scension. Her fine features bore evident traces 
of the grief she had suffered for the fate of 

her ‘unlwppy c-a'^'ntfy. The' style in which 

) 

she expressed herself was simple and unaf- 
fected ; but what a heart, v/hat a soul ani- 
mated every' word she uttered! When she 
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mentioned the burning of Moscow, her voice 
faltered, and tedrs bedewed her pale cheek. 
I expresseii my hopes of the advance of Witt- 
genstein’s corps, and the princess li§j^ened^o 
me with much satisfacti9n. Thfe hereditary 
Prince her husband, who then ente’red the 
rooni, honflured me withf similar Condescen- 
sion and kindness. 

The’ last words whi A this divine princess 
addressed to me will ever remain engraven 
on my memory: “ Toolojig,” said she, ‘,‘have 
I deprived your grandmother of your com^- 
pany. J wish you a good journey. Acquaint 
tlie rest of the prisoners how shicerely I re- 
gret Hot having seen them at Weimar, Y»u 
are the first that I have seen ffom my country 
since the late unfortunate events. 1‘^'ave or- 


dered my %ecr§tary to give you a sum of 
money, which I beg ^ you to distribute 
among your fellow-priSDner^ it l^indeed fat 
too little to supply all their w*ants, but it is 
given with a vifilling heart. Should you ever 
return iij freedom .to your native country, I 
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entreat that yon will all visit me, and the joy 
which I shall then experience will prove to 
yon how deeply I deplore your present un- 
haijrpy si^viation. Farewell !” 

Had I<becn alone, in the chamber, I should 

< r 

.have thrown myself on the floor, and kissed 
the ground on wjiith she stood. ‘I returned 

t I 

home quite pale, to the* terror, of my good 
grandmother, who for some time could obtain 
nothing from 'nm but expressions of love and 
admirction of the princess, in which she wil- 
lingly joined me. 

*It was already late, and I had enjoyed but 
a short slumber on the sotii, when the com- 
lirMiidant arrived, to tell me that it was time 
to depart. M/ grandmother had become so 
dear to'ine, during the few hours 1 had spent 
in her. company, tJiat I felt, muth pain on 
being forced to part with her.; but 1 was 
.obliged to*“gb. atrived at Buttelstadt at 
seven in the inorning, where, in conformity to 
the orders of the commandant,*' my guard was 
allowed still soundly to enjoy his rest. 
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If any tiling could have heightened the 
sincere admiration with which I regarded the 
Grand Princess, it was the information I receiv- 
ed from the good commandant, that* her hijgh- 
ness had ordered \ wardrobe to L./prbvidcd 
ill Buttelstadt, from which the travelling pri- 
soners were completely clcilhed, wnd caeVi 
provided with a siyn of money, according to 
his rank. I might freely have beew a sharer 
in these benolits, but all my ncaessities were 
moretlian sufficiently sujlpliedj notwithstand- 
ing this, none of my comraxles could feel 
more, sincerely grateful than 1 did for»thc 
bounty of this noble princess. • 

I was desirous of remaining a whole*'^^a> 
in Erfurt, as 1 wislied to send a letter to my 
benefactor Jacob, by the serjcai^ who was 


returning to Halle j amj likewise that I might 
relieve the. anxiety of my grandmother by an- 
nouncing to her tn« suLaessfsd- issue of mv 
secret journey to Weimar. 5t, however, sud- 
denly struck me, tljat I might probably gain 


permission to return to Weimar for a few 
days. 1 hastened to mak*e this request* to .the 
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commandant, and was so unthinking as merely 

to say, that I had a relation in Weimar. He 

refused me this permission, and I w/ent from 

place to p'iace, from one general to another, 

but all was vfin. I was not, however’, dis- 
^ ^ 0 

heartened ; I appealed a second time to the 
commandant, alnt told 'him, that ^my dfear 
grandmother, who wa‘s eighty years of age, 
resided in Weimar. “Good God!” he ex- 
clai/ned, V v/hy did you not tell me this 
sooner You must be permitted to see your 
grandmother.” He repeated this twenty 
times over, whilst he hastily walked ^bout 
the room, and desired his secretary to sign 
me a permission for four days’ absence. 
He undoubtedly possessed both parerits and 
grand-parents, the recollection of whom for- 
cibly entered his mind at that moment. He 
certainly ran great risks on my account, for, 
in the fi^st place, ne^prisoner was permitted 
to go beyond th« prescribed route ; secondly, 
my name was one which no Bonapartist could 
bear to hear pronounced ; and thirdly, a 
Frendi envoy resided at Weimar, who might 
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easily have rendered my journey thither 'a 
ground of suspicion. But his kindness over- 
came every sd^uple: may i^eaven reward him 
for it ! 

I arrived at V/eimar in tv^o Fi6urs. My 
grandmother, who was seated in her arm- 
chair riding, let the^booV drop , from hU* 
liands on the unexpected* entrance of her 
grandson. 1 immediately paid a yisit to the 
French envoy, M. de St. Aignon, who re- 
ceived me very politely, Und promised to be 
answ'erable for my remaining in Weimar as 
long as I pleased. I ventured to observe, 
that I could only, with propriety, obtain that 
permission from the commandant at Erfurt, 
under whose charge I J;hen was. M. de 
St. Aignon said, that I was a go^ soldier foi 
this strict observance of discipline, and pro- 
mised that he would instantly write to Er- 
furt. 

As I was free from alUrestriction during 
this visit to Weima’r, I had frequently the ho 
nour of being invited to the court, whert 
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not only the Grand Princess, but the Duke 

and his amiable consort overwhelmed me with 

favours. I was so ha])py whilst I I'emained 

at Weimaf, that I sometimes forgot I no 

longer wore a sword. Unfoltunately, I could 

not remain therfe longer than five days. 

* Such at; degre* of /:old as that which w’hs 

experienced in the beginning of December, 

had never, before been ■ kno-wn at Weimar. 

One- day the, report spread that Bonaparte 

had passed, in great haste, through the town. 
^ ( 

It M'as also whispered, that the French army 
had been completely routed. I dined on the 
same day at the court, and when the august 
nerso nages entered the saloon, it was easy .to 
read joy on every countenance ; but no pub- 
lic expression of congratulation took place, 
as the French envoy was present. The anx- 
ious*^ and melancholy air of M. de St. Aig- 
non formed a ^ri'Jviog'^optrast to the happy 
looks of the reft of the company. I had the 
honour of the first to whom the Prin- 

cess spoke as she passed to her place 5 and 
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she said only these few but important words, 
“ He passed through here, last night — our 
country is delivered !” She then turned to 
otliers, and communicated to them 'the same 

pleasing intelligence. Nothing wjis said on 

* ** 

the subject at table, but the happy looks of 
the’ Gernfans betrayed whht*was passing in* 
their lieartj. After dinner, the French en- 
voy, ’who entered into conversation* with me, 
confirmed the report of NapeJeon having 
passed through Weimar du>ing tlie^ night ; 
and lamented that, in consequence of this 
change of circumstances, he could not keep 
his promise with me. He, therefore, request- 
ed -me to proceed forward that day if jjjissi-, 
ble, oi* at the latest next morning. This was 
a great disappointment to me, ^'or I had 
formed the hope of stppping in Weimar un- 
til tlie Cossacks arrived. M. St. Aign’on, 
however, justly marited »the-eincefe thanks 
which I did not fail to return for his civility. 
His conduct had injleed procured him general 
icspect in Weimar. 
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At the farewell audience, which the Grand 

Princess was pleased to grant me that even- 

♦ ^ 

ing, she related to me several particulars of 
the total overthrow of the French. As she 

* \ ^ t 

was about, to withdraw, slie said, “ Carry to 
your unfortunate comrades the joyful news of 
*the deliverance 6ftheir country — thift thought 
will animate all of them.”, 

The words of this ' angelic princess so 
povC'erfully moved me, that I stopped for 
some time in the' audience-chamber after she 

S « 

was gone, in order to conceal my emotion 
from the attendants whom I had to pass. 
But why was I ashamed of my tears ? I shed 
-non e when, after the battle of Friedland, 
splinters of bono- w'ere every fortnight taken 
out of my shattered arm ; but this noble ge- 
nerosity and kindness towards an unfortunate 
yobth penetrated to the inmost .recesses of 
my heart 

Having received my grandmother’s bles- 
sing, I lefi Weimar, overwhelmed with regret 
at being obliged to depart. The commandant 
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at Erfurt gave me a veiy favourable recep- 
tion. He inquired after the health of my 
grandmother, informed me that the envoy 
had written to him respecting mej^ and that 
consequently my ' having remained beyond 
the time allowed was immaterial. He then 
gave me* a marching billet,’ and permitted 
me to ti'avel without an escort ; biA I had to 
give my parole 'of honour that I* would go 
directly to Mentz, without devi-Jting from 
the prescribed route. ’Accordingly^ I pro- 
ceeded on my journey, not as a prisoner, but 
as if I had been a private gentleman travel- 
ling for his pleasure. 

In passing through Gotha, I was e^ter, 
tained' in a most friendly > manner by Herr 
Schenk and his lady, to whom I brought let- 
ters from Weimar. In the inn at which I 
« ’ <* 

stopped at Eisenach, I heard some wirm 
conversation and arguineat a^^ut ISapoleon’s 

o •» 

flight, and I was sorry to observe that he still 
had many partizans there. I had a letter to 
the post mistress, a handsome young woman 
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born in Weimar. She told me, that as she 
was qnietly knitting on the evening before, a 
man entered wrapped up in a large pelisse. 
He laconically wished her a good evening, and 
proceeded to** warm his Hands at the stove. 
Such visits were common, and she, at first, 
*took nof partictVlifr notice of him. •- He soon 
began, hdwever, to make inquiries respecting 
the damage which had §om6 time bcfore'been 
dorie by tlia Wowing up of an ammunition- 
waggon, and asked \Vhether those who suffer- 
ed by the accident had received the money 
whuch the French Emperor ordered to bp dis- 
tributed among them ? She related what she 
Jcne.w of the affair. He asked lier whefclier 
she knew the Emperor. She answered she 
had only*?cen him transitorily. “ Do you 
wish to see him O yes !” "He then 

threw back his pelisse, with the cape of which 
his face was partly^coiverecl, and said, “ You 
see him now.’* •T^'he surprise of the post-mis- 
tress maybe easily conjectured. * She offered 
him some refreshment, w Inch he declined. 
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Meanwhile there was a loud noise at the 
door, where Caulincourt was caning the pos- 
tilions for delaying to put to the horses. 
These gentlemen we^e on the point ’Sf \'e- 
turning liim like for like; wheij the post- 
master, who recognised the Duke of Vicenza, 
ran to his assistance. In p^ssihg through the 
office he found* the emperor paying cSt»j)li- 
ments to his wife, and dissuading her from 
going to see what the noise^waf? about. He 
went, however, to the door himself, put* an 
end to the uproar, and then proceeded far- 
ther on hfs journey, after very politely taking 

♦ 

leave of the post-master and post-mistress. 
It was reported at Eisenach, that he made* 
the latter a present of a valuable ring. 

When I arrived at Frankfort, the celebrated 
twenty-ninth tmllotin had ajlpeared ; and, in 
spite of the vigihvnce of the Frejich poljce, 

various demonstrations of 'joy took place. 

(» 

Many persons illuminated their houses. I 
visited only the Russian donsul. General Beth- 
man, whom Bonaparte so shamefully jll treat- 
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eel ill preventing him from executing the du- 
ties of his office. 

At .Castel, opposite Mentz, my portman- 
*teiiu''W^as searched bw'tlie French Custom- 

♦ ft ^ 

house 'officer, and I was d/^tained twenty- 

four hours on account of a Russian prayer 

' , ‘ • . • ' 

bookj The, Grajjd Princess had requested 

me lO carry it to ond of the Russian . popes 
, who had been taken prisoner, and who liad 
made application for the book to be sent to 
hiffi. The ancient Sclavonick character was 
quite incomprehensible to the French, and 

they suspected that it served to conceal a 

* 

cipher for secret correspondence. When an 
'intention of detaining the book was intimated, 
1 required a receipt for it ; but tliat was re^ 
fused*j and I was told that I must wait until 
it Was examined by a skilful decipherer in 
Meptz. At last one of the officers good-na- 
turedly remarked, that as it was' a book which 
had been used, it \yas not liable to duty, and 
that therefore they had no occasion to notice 
it. Thif oihnion was acsented to,> and I was 
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allowed to embark my little property on board 
of a ferry-boat, in •which several ladies and 
gentlemen had also taken their passage, across 
the Rhine ,to Mentz. 'l^A.fter we had piirofi^ 
a gale of wind came on; arid the»master of 
the boat^ who^ was drunk, steete^ so badly, 
that tlie ’Waves broke every moment over»the 
boat. The ladi6s scrpampd, which ve^d 
him, and made him more confused.^ I^placed 
myself beside him, began to thinl^it time to 
exert my seamansliip, and liefped him to avoid 
the waves. The ladies observing that I knew 
something of the management of a boat, and 
that I was at least soberer than the master, 
requested him with one voice to give up the 

helm to me. Their confidence induced me 

# • 

to take the helm from him, and I steered the 
» . , 
boat safely to Mentfe. When we landed, the 

boatman showed .himself, sensible af my as- 

sistance,* and wished me to drink spirits with 

him ; but, on my refusal,* muttered curses 

against the Russians. 
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Journey fiom Meiitz to Soissons, by the kiiy of Paris. 
On showing my mg.rching-bil]et to the com- 

t * * r i ^ ^ 

maqdant of.Men^z, quarters were immediately 
assigned me, but thS worst I had occupied 
since I left Tilsit. Next morning I was re- 
quired to^ive^my parole of honour, tliat I 
would not remove from the place appointed 
for my residence without permission, i'his 
was done in the following manner r on a sheet 
of paper was printed the form of the required 
.declaration, or oath; to which were added 

J ' 

several questions, as. Where were you born ? 
What is the name of your father? of your 
mouther? Are they living? ^c. When the 
prisoner bad filled up the Answers to these 
questions in his own hand-writing, and signed 
the whole, the commandant congratulated 
him on being now "left to travel by himself. 
He delivered to me a new raaiching-route 



to the depot at Soissoiis, and reckoned the 

resting-stations, which were thirteen in 

number. He tlien coiiVited out two francs 

» 

for each station, amounting altogcthe*- to 

* \ * 

twenty-six francs, and nade, me set off, in 

God’s name; adding, that I might ride if I 
could afford to pay for it, and*i£ not, I mi'ist 
be content to go.on fooli. Those whtrcenjd 
prove that they were aljovc fifty years of 'age 
Avere provided with a horse. This* T cbuld 
not do; but it was impossiljlo, even at my 
age, to travel through the mud, with which 
the roads viere covered, without running the 
risk of severe illness. I soon overtook a pea- 
sant on tlfe road; he was returning from rnar- 
ket, and offered to drive me to Altzey for 
three francs, provided I would sit amon^ the 
empty buttcr-caH<s in his cart.* The roads, <as 
well as the weather, jnoved so unfavourable, 
that it w^is pretty late in flie ‘evening when 
we arrived at Altzey. I was, it is true, pro- 
vided Avith quarters* by order of tjje mayor ; 
hnt 1* was not. ev'cn allowed a lifrlat to iimlross 
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by, much less could I obtain any thing to eat. 
A day or two afterwards', I was conducted by 
another peasant, in ;i miserable two-whecled 
vehicle, to Lautern, a. distance of about eight 
mile^ : for this journey I was compelled to. 
pay twenty-five francs, in spite of all my remon- 
strances against tliis imposition upon a poor 
pris’oner. When I appealed to the mayor for 
redress, he told m'e, With much coolness, that 
I had not been overcharged. On arriving at 
I^autern, ''ivherc I was very comfortably quar- 
tered, I began to ruminate on the low state 
of my purse, and calculated, that during my 
two last' short journeys, I had spent much 
more than the sum I received from the com- 
mandant of Mentz. My host, who was very 
rcad?'^ to do me any piece of service which 
took notliing out of his own pocket, was very 
active in seeking a suitable conveyance for 
me, but'all ids. efforts proved. useless : it cost 
me twenty-five francs to go to Deux-Ponts. 
Here I was fortunate enoilgh to be quartered 
in the house of a pl^ysician, w;ho not 'only 
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treated me well, but was the means of helping 
me out of my troyble : when I told him the 
cause of my^ vexrftioni^ lie immediately said, 
“ Why do you not , travel by the diligence ? 
You would be more'^'ornfortably accommo- 
dated at far les3 expense.” 

I en-tertained some idea of this when I de- 
parted from Mentz, but I*was fearful k;st tlie 
great road might deviate, from the maiTriing- 
route which was prescribed to me, and doubt 
ed whether I should be adniitte.J,into the di- 

■j . ^ 

ligence on presenting my marching-billet. 
The physician assured me that it would be all ■ 
one on ray arrival at Soissons; tliijt town was 
situated nine French leagues from Chateau- 
Thierry, whitlier 1 might proceed in tlic dili- 
gence, and so reach Soissons on the fourteenth 
day. My host himself recommend^ me to 
the driver of the diligence, and the journey* 
from Deux.I*bnts to' Chatcau-Thierry* cost 
me only ninety francs. By this lacang I saved 
one half of the* expense which,! must other- 



200 


wise have incurred, and was no longer forced 
to creep like a snail along the road. 

I thought myself tiansported to Elysium, 
when, instead of a wretched cart, 1 got into 
a good carriage hung o^i springs. I' had but 
one travelling companion, an agreeable old 
man, a civil, offiqer from Mentz, who was 

o 

going to Paris on business ; he possessed all 
the i7nc vivacity and. delicate urbanity of the 
cld Frcncli .character. He never once en- 
quired who J was, or what w as my name ; and 
our political conversation was not interrupted 
by any warm dispute. When he, as a good 
Bonapartist, abused the Russians, I sometimes 
opposed him Avith such convincing arguments 
that he was urjable to answ er me ; -he w^ould 
then usually fall asleep, and thus we continued 
on very good terms. We passed through 

r ’ f 

Metz, Verdun, and Chalons, and arrived, on 
New-year’s nay^ at IJpei’nay, so celebrated 
for good Champagne. My companion and I 
here wmlcome^ the new year (} 813 ) by drinh- 
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ing a flask of Champagne from the fintfcellai) 
out of whicli the Russians ai’e said to have 
since cousumod a^opt GOjiXX) bottles. 

We proceeded ^onwards that very night. 

The Avine had raised our spirits ; a7ftl \vh«i I 

I • * 

inTormed my companion ihgit I ‘had never 
bejan in Paris, he gave me such a descriptiqn 
of its magnificence, tl^at 1 felt a strbng incli- 
nation to visit tha^ Babylon, *p5rticuv?^ly when 
I considered that an exchange of prisoners 
might shortly take pl^ce, and* I* should not. 
again have an opportunity of gratiA^ing my 
wish. My marching-billet, it is true, ^dis- 
tinctly mentioned Soissons; but, as my* com- 
panion assured me, I might easily excuse my- 
self for going to Paris, as there was ^o di- 
ligence from Chateau-Thierry to Soissonsj 
iboiigh there -was one from P^s to the latter 
place. He* neither Rnew my name nor my 
situation, <rther\yise he wqpld probably have 
’been more scrupulous in advising rae.» TIk 
driver of^the diligence being, on bis part, 
very well satisfied, I was dictermined it shouli 
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not be said of me, that I had been to Koine 
without seeing the Pope. 

Our travelling party was inceased at Cha- 
tcau-Thierry by the entrance of a gentleman 
and two b-dies into the diligence. As tl^e old 
gentleman andE I were first in the coach, we 
were by custom entitled, to the first places; 
we, howeVer, willingly resigned them to the 
ladies, who,*h'i leturn, entertained us very 
agreeably. 

A short lime before we reached Paris, 1 
took my’seat along with the driver, in the ca- 
briolet, in order to enjoy an uninterrupted 
prospbet : but Paris lies so extremely low on 
this side, that we were unable to descry a 
single cteeple. Instead of the fine castles and 
pleasure-grounds with which Petersburgli is 
surrounded, beheld, on approaching Paris, 
notiiing but- spacious kitchen-garuens, which 
were neilher enclosed, nor attached to hand- 

t I c 

some ’ ouses. VVe at length reached the bar- 
riere, which might certainly be rendered much 
more elegant, for it is formed merely of pali- 
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sades, which are not even painted. 'Here^the 

diligence was searched, and a custom-house 

officer'accompajijEd us to the coach-office, in 

order to be\}resent at the unloading of the 

\ 

conch. 

In tlid Faubourg St. Qenis,* I was much 
•amused by observing the splendid shopsi and 
the crowds of resdes^ inhabitan’ts ; some of 
whose count^naijces ex‘pressed gaiety and 
contentment, whilst the looks of others sgem- 
ed to indicate the .deepest distress. When 
the diligence readhed the coach-'office in the 
Rue Noire Dame dcs Victoires, it was imrae- 

• 4 

diately surrounded by a throng of impertinent 

4 

beings, called facteurs, who very officiously 
offered their services. My trunk w£(fe scarcely 
out of the coach, when one of these gentle- 

4 

me® placed it on his shoul^J^s, and set off at 

so brisk a rate, that I should ‘soon have lost 

• * 

sight ‘of himj had I stopped eyen to bid my 
travelling companions farewell. Fortunately. 
T liarl.nnt far <ir> as. there was an hotel ir 
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thq. same street, where I made choice of a 

convenient apartment. 

« 

When the master of tlw house requested 
to see my passport, I showed h'.m with some 
degree of fear my marcliing-biUet. He glanced 
over it, then looked at me with surprise, 
shook his head, an^ retired. It then rtruck 
me that the police might possibly order mo 

i 

back beyond the barrieres ; and as I had yet 
?eei\ but little of Paris, I immediately shut 
my room, and resolved to wander about until 
evening; so that they would, in the mean 
time, at least experience some difficulty in 
finding me. I at first ran from one street to 
another like a hunted hare, for I imagined 
that every body could perceive by my coun- 
tenance that I was a stranger in Paris. I got 
by chance to the l^lace Vendome, and had a 
view of Napoleon’s triumphal monument. I 
was th.cn anxious to visit the Pclais-lioyal, of 
which I iiad heard so much ; but how was I 
to find my way ? There is perhaps no city in 
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the world in which information can be so rea- 
dily obtained »i3 in Paris, for the French omit 
no oppdrtuni^^r^ iiigratiating themselves into 
the favour ot f^trangers. I had. scarcely in- 
quifed which w|iy I was to go^ when the 
person to* whom I addressied myself imme- 
diately* said, “ Tiirn mto »the first street on 

i '4 

your right, cross the Place das 2'uileries, 
then enter the street at the corner o24a Grosse 
'Pete, keep still in a straight line, ard you 
will soon find yourself opposite the Palais- 
Royal.” I returned thanks, and repeated 
my lesson as I walked along. Mcanwliile, 
Bonaparte suddenly passejl me with a great 
'retinue ; and I thought right, like others, to 
make him a profound bs)W. I soon was sur- 
prised by the sight of the triumphal arch, in 
which his treaty of peace-'<vith Austria is 
commemorated in bas-relief. At last I wa§ 
convinced that* 1 had got to the Palais-Royal,, 
by the obliging offers of service whicli were 
made tfe me on all sides. One very politely 
took my hat off my head, protesting that he 
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would dress it up for me in the most elegant 
style; a second, with many graceful bows, 
insisted upon brushing my cjf^atj* a third was 
ambitious cf the honour of cleaning my 
boots ; and a fourth held a newspaper up to 
my eyes, in which I might liave read how 
ms'-ny teeth tlie yoi’ang King of Horae 'had af- 

/ f 

ready got. diseifgaged myself from them, 
and hastened to find an -asylum under the 
protection of the Restaurateur Bery, wlio in 
a saloon surrountled -vtith miri'ors, sits en- 
throned, with madame his spouse, amidst 
Beefsteaks aux pommes de terre, coteleUes d. la 
Marengo^ and many other good things of that 
sort. Here I refreshed myself with some 
oysters, the charge for which was very rea- 
sonable. 

I soon made '.nyself acquainted with the 
manners of the place. In entering this tem- 
pie of gourmands, ft was necessary to make a 
slight obeisance to the priestess, hum two or 
three ,j^ars of a fashionable air, have'the hair 
combed up d Vincroyable, look at oneself in 
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each mirror, stare impudently with a quizzing 
glass at every b*^y ^n the room, gd to a seat, 
though not snt, but to stretch oneself 

along it, and cllll out as loud a5*possiWe, 

• * 

Gargon^ ^ carh Waiter,’ bring me 

the bill of fare !” He who can do all this js 
quickly served, receives* a kind look from 
vvidame, and is charged a good price for' 
what he orders. After I had satisfied my 
appetite, I wished to smoke, Wd I was di-. 
rected to an apartment allotted for Cliat puB- 
pose. He must be fond of smoking who 
coidd continue ten minutes in this regi&n of 
fumes and fire. I tried, however, to smoke 

a little, as the boy, notwithstanding the^hick 

• * 

cloud, noticed me, and put a pipe in my 
hand. 

I thankedjGod when I found myself a^ain 
under the’colonnade. The Palais-Royal, with 
its splendid shopsj aflid the women which 
crowded it, forms a principal topic in every 
account of^ Paris, "and I ^all not attempt a 
new descriptiorv. It is a perfect raree-show. 
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the ohjects of which change” so rapidly, that 
the spectator becomes giijdy in contemplating 
them. I was jostled out i i the same manner 
as I had been on my entrance, and wandered 
as chance directed me tiirough the finest 
streets, until I was quite fatigued with walk- 
ing. At last, I called a cabriolet, wishing 
still to_ see more of the td>vn in it, and was 
not a little surprised when the driver set him- 
self down beside me. This, however, only 
bappenSs when the person hiring the vehicle 
either cannot, or does not choose, to manage 
the horse himself. If he choose to undertake 
that, the driver 'goes behind. The fellow was 
ragged; and wore a pair of thick w'oodeu 
shoes ; but, upon the whole, these cabriolets 
form the bev*^^ kind of public carriages. The 
fiacres are good for nothing ; the driver, the 
horses, and the carriage, are in getieral most 
wret'^hed ; and, wft.hhi the coach, the most 
disgvrsting filthiness prevails. 

We passed across the Place de la Revolu- 
tm\, where the unfortunate royal family suf- 
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fered. I shuddered j it seemed to me, that 
the trees here could never look green* again. 
The fine view of ^h^Sieine, over which the 
beautiful bridge clilled the Pont deS^^Arts^^ 
seemed suspended ir% the air, diverted the 
melancholy impression. 

At flie gafe of the Musee ^dpokon, ,over 
which a colossal bust of Bonaparte is placed, 

I discharged my cabriolet. I then purchased 
a catalogue of the Museum. Here I admired’ 
the Venus de Medicis, and’the Apollo Belvi- 
dere, pitied the unfortunate youth drawing a 
thorn from his foot, and gazed at the im»’ 
mense height of the Egyptian antiquities. I 
next proceeded to the Picture Gallery, whei^ 
an exhibition of paintings afforded an oppor- 
tunity of comparing ancient and mo^rn art. 
It would be necessary to de,vote mdnths^ and 
even years, ten. see this gallery as it ought to 
be seen. I experienced a eort* of giddiness^ 
or rather intoxication, whilst I vfrandered up 

f 

and down among the c^owd. One picture in 
p&rticular attracted piy attention, for it could 
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not fail to interest every Russian : the subject 
was Peter the Great in a small boat in the 
Lake of Ladoga, duklig ,, storin ; the pilot 
had iQst all courage, ar.d the Czar himself 
seized , the helm, an(j steered sufcccssfully 
through the waves. This picture is remark- 
ably, well executed at least I', though no 
conno'isseui*, may affirip, that the dishevelled 
hair, and the breaking df the wavcs,'are very 
correctly* delineated. My own hair has fre- 
quently been bldwn about in the same man- 
ner during a storm, whilst the waves were 
breaking over my head. 

" An Italian, who had stationed himself near 
the Museum, apparently .wished to satirize 
the military alt, by exhibiting two apes dress- 
ed in regimentals, which had been taught to 
perform ibeir exercise. The larger of the 
two animals, who was calIed„General Jako, 
was seated in a chair,* and it was his business 
to thrjj^h the less one, who was only a ser- 
geant, whenever he m^de a wrong movement 
vVitU his musket. When, this correction hap- 
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pened to be too severe, the sergeant lost sight 
of his subordinat^^^ i^d wished to take ven- 
geance on his su^jfidr officer, upon .which a 
smart contest would ensue, which* iisually 
lasted until til* Italian thtought proper to in- 
terpose. 

♦The Louvre^ of whicli»I fook but jilhasty 
view$ would certainly iTorm a most magnifisent 
building when finished, if the numerous N’« 
did not disfigure it. 

I again hired a cabriolet, without knowing 
whither I should go. The coachman men-i 
tinned Several places to mci *and among 
others, the Mad-House; but I tl)ought it un- 
necessary, to go there, for ma(}inen are to be 
• found every where. At last, he mentioned 
the Jardin deh Plantes, and the ^ibinet de 
VHislotre Natui^lle. “ OIi, yes,” I extlaim^ 
ed, “ drive me there.’.* After vje had passed 
rapidly through several narrow streets, w 
reached the Pont d* Austerlitz, a beautiful iron 
bridge, with which, Had it bbrne any othei 
name, I ’should ha'?e been Jiighly •delighted 

' r 2 
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I cheerfully paid two sous to be driven 
•r. 

across It. 

The beautiful Jardin 'de/Plintes can only 
be seen to advantage during the summer, at 
which seaSoij I was not fortunate enough to 
visit it. I saluted the elephant, for whom a 
new palace and batjii of free stones had be#n 
erected ; I frequently fbund it necessary to 
stop my ears, owing to the frightful howling 
of the animals. The perseverance of the 
hyena greatly astonished me; he was con- 
tinually jumping from one side of his cage to 
the other, and gnashing his teeth: I trem- 
bled for the perilous situation of the little 
dbg, confined with the lioness, which snapped 
up, even under her nose, the best pieces of 
meat thij^were thrown into her den. 

On' leaving the ^ardea, I proceeded to the 
finely arranged Cabinet of NUtural History, 
vrhere my attentioh was particularly attracted 
by an eiaCt model, in wax, of every part of 
the human body. I had already seen most 
of tli# other objects in nature, excepting the 
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Egyptian mummy, whose countenance has, 
for thousands of ’^ars, been adorndd with 
smiles. 

On my way home, I again passed (thcough- 
the Palais-Ro^l, which is the cehti’al point 
of mirth and activity.^ After I had looked 

about me /or. a short time» I went t<o tlic 

« , 

grand opera. • Here ^ was enchanted by the 

• • • 

excellence of the orchestra ; and th? ballet, 

• 

Nina, appeared to me to be a peiTedt repre- 
sentation of its kind. The intervals between 

the acts were rendered insupportable through 

• 

the indecorum of the ^dience. Conversh- 
tion was carried on, though the' parties hap- 
pened to be five or six seats distant fr»m 
each other; and the theatre resounded with 
loud cries of lemonade, orgeade, pjyinch, &c. 

It was eleven o’clock* when I returned 
through the JPali^is-Royal, which was now bril- 
liantiy lighted up, and thronged by those 
smartly-dressed nymph^, who are familiar with 
every one, and who'know lujw to combine 
impertinence with so raany'^ graces. I chanced 
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to enter the Caffe des Aveugles, where nine 
blind ihen and a blind ^toan were playing 
and singing. 1 staid sojong listening to this 
r vnusict. ‘that, on quitting 'the coffee-houscj^ I 
w'as surprisM to fiqd that most of the jhops 
tvere shut. The clock liad struck one. 

I liastened'hoaifewards, in the full expecta- 
tion of finding a party gendarmes stationed 
before the house, who, in tliat case, would 

doubtless have provided me with tree, tliough 
» 

not very agreeable, .quarters. What joy did I 
experience, when the porter opened the door, 
without saying a word, and gave me -the key 
of my apartinent. My host had ordered a 
cb'jci'ful fire to be kindled in my bed-cham- 
ber, and I slept very soundly the first night 

I spent i(? Taris. 

"v, _ , 

Ear]^ next moniing I was saluted by a 

loud knocking at my chamljer-'door, and on 

Q^;\euing it, I'was surprised by the enti’anee of 

what the French term a Grippe-Jesus : it 

was no other than the colonel of the gendar- 

merle. When he expressed his surprise at my 
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assurance, in coming to Paris, I played the 

* . * 

simpleton, protesi|:t!rii, ignorance of the 

geography of Fraljce; and told him,, that 1 

had no idea whatever of tlie situa*ti6n. of 

Soissons. Instead of apologizing, I requested 

permission to remain another day in Paris, as 

I hadr been so highly pl<iasdd .with ij.*' He 

hesitated for a* short time, and declared that 
• • • • ^ 

to be impossible. I will tiy, thought T, whe, 

* »«•= t 

ther French vanity can resist being flattered. 
I began to praise Paris In the most extra- 
A^agant terms, declaring it to be far superior 
to St. Petersburgh j and congratulated myself, 
that I could, on my return home, bear testi- 
mony hov; fill’ the French exceeded all other 
nations in civility and jiolitencss. He smiled, 
and remarked, that it was now d-Mibly ha- 
zardous to allow* me to remain, as Najtoleon, 
was then in Pari?; he, howevei>granted my 
reqin’st, on condition thatl shoidd be bookeTl 
for the diligence next* morning, when he 
would accompany me himself to the place 
of departure. 
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The Grippe-Jesus had scarcely closed the 

C'- * • 

door, when I again Ye9?n^d iny rambling- 
In the Palais-Royal theih^i were sitting with 
their wtetched caffe au toV, which by-the-bye 
ought rathei; to be calfbd Idit au caffe, ‘for it 
is generally composed of a cup-full of milk, 
with '’a very sirfail, quantity of coffee; this 
forms a most insipid drfnk to a German.*- 
In rily opinion, the streets and buildings in 
Petersburgh far exceed in elegance those of 

r 

Paris j and, were it'-not for the fine quays of 
granite, w'hich are no where else to be found, 
the . Seine could not be compared" to the 
Neva. What is the celebrated Pantheon, 
nfext to the new Kasan church ! "We have, it 

4 * 

is true, no Louvre in Petersburgh, but we 
have beautiful and extensive palaces. 

In a& that regards dissipation, it must, how- 
ever,, be cppfessed, thajt Paris pas the advan- 
tage. 

In the evening, I visited the celebrated 
gaming-houses, and Observed the horrible 
countenances o^ the pfeyers, wlifch were 
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lengthened or shortened at every turn, ac- 
cording as for^cri^f. smiled ‘or frowned upon 
them. The dcathdike stillness which pre- 
vailed^ was only interrupted by lii^hg ami 
mmmurs. No soufld was to l\,e heard except 
that of the wooden box, into which the game, 
ster threw his money, ;ind*pprhaps ]o’st it for 
ever. I even obse*rved women, who, leaving 

• ■ * * 4k. 

lost all their money, staked their rings, ear. 

rings, combs, &c.; they perhaps won these 

• • 

trinkets again, with a l(5ss of five per cent.; or,' 
if they lost them, they rose to solicit a lopn 
from ‘the first stranger they chanced to per- 
ceivc. Poor as my appearance bespoke me, 
I was applied to, and the rppicst was Ibadc' 
by one so fair, that I was weak enough to 
give her a trifle, and then hastened from the 
room (or, as It should rather be called, the 
den). DirVct?iy ov.er the gaming-hoivse, only 

• f * * 

oife pair of stairs high, is a gun-smith’s sTlop, 
where the unfortunate gamester may, witli 
his last remaining franc, putehase a pistol to 
blow dfit his braibs. 
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I entered the Caffe des mille Colonms, so 

f * 

called from the ilumero^S/pij.lars which are 
reflected by mirrors which ctover the walls. 
1*116 chief'' attraction of this coffee-house is 

^ e 

the hostess, the, celebrated Belle Jjtmmadiere, 
who formerly sold lemonade in the Rm St. 
Hononh'. , Being, vMted by the whole popula- 
tion of Paris, she soon obtained enough to 
enable her to become the proprietor of the 

I 4IU ' 

Caffe de mille Colonijes, where she sits behind 
'a sideboard, adorned ’'with diamonds which 
are said to be worth 30,000 francs. She is, I 
must acknowledge, the most beautiful woman 
I ever beheld. 

AVthe Theatri^ Fran^ais, I saw the tragedy 
entitled Gabriel de Vergtj, in which a lady 
receives the* heart of her lover, enclosed in a 
golden box. This piece was Very well de- 
claimed and gesticulated;, but ? h,ave no taste 
for'^Tuch unnatural stories. The actress, w'iio 
jierformed the principal character (probably 
Mademoiselle Dvichesnois), was loudly aj)- 
plauded, thoMgh I consider her far inferior t(» 
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the late Madame Ohmann, of ReveL This 
charming actre^ haf\ impressed on ray mind 
an idea of perfection, which nothing I have 

since seen has surpassed*. 

« 

As I crossed the* Palais-Royal for the last 
time, I observed, to ijay astonishment, a rich-, 
ly-dressed Cossack, malting his way with dif- 
ficalty through the* crowd. I experienced a 
mingled sensation of satismction and regret, 
on thus unexpectedly beholding one of my 
countrymen. I approached him, and whis- 
pering in his ear, asked him, in Russian, whe- 
ther he w'as a prisoner ? He suddenly turned 
about, and, by way of answer, gave me a 
hearty embrace. A nuinbey of idle pefSons 
immediately Qollected around us. I was fear- 
ful of exciting suspicion, and therefore drew 
• ' ^ 
him aside. We walked* along, arm in arm, 

followed by'^a considerable crawd. He had 

* , * • ^ , 

been takcii prisoner near Smolensko, and tl'as 
• > 

retained in the servico of a French general. 

* The author had never seen Madame Bcthmaniu — 
A.. YOK Kotzebue. 
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He expressed himself well satisfied with his 
situation,* and said, that,jt^»K^h he was some- 
times annoyed by the curiosity of. the Pari- 
^ftis, Ite "fared well at the expense of stran. 
gers. I ' asked him, s6mewhjat peevishly, 
.whether he preferred temaining in France. 

i . , ' 

“ Sir,”'" answered he,^, “ I am a Cossack, and 

have left a wife and chilcfren at home.” 

,, The cnowd, which had gathered round us, 

appeared ra'ther to^ increase than diminish, 
^ 1 

and, as I observed several gendarmes lurking 

a})out, I suddenly disengaged myself from 

my companion, and ran off, notwithstknding 

his repeated cry of “ Countryman !” 

T'hastened hcjmewards, and bade adieu to 

Paris. The good colonel of the gendarmerie 

breakfasted ^with me next morning, and ac- 

compariied me to the diligence, when, to the 

surprise of all. my travelling oompanions, my 
< * * 

natlie was called over, and I was dcscribetl as 

♦ 

a Russian officer. I then took my seat, the 
driver smacked *his whip, and we drove away. 
Vv'c con\»erscd r,greeably until we'^ieaclicd 
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Villers-Cotterets, about six leagues from Sois- 
sons. The road by which we travelled was 
nearly level, and not^surrounded by any very 
agreeable prospects. A large forest gxteru^s 
from Villers-Cotter«its to the bedutiful valleys 
of Soissons. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

l 

IS oissons,— Situation of the Prisoners there. 

( 

It was late when we reached Soissons, and 1 
immediately w^aitod bn the commandant, who 
received me very coul•teo^lsly. He proposed 
that I should provisionally shaye Major Swits- 
chin’s quarters, in which there was room 
enough for us both. I gladly allowed myself 
to be conducted thitlier. Our joy at meeting 
after so long a separation is indescribable. I 
also found my friend Hune thei e, and it was 
with difficulty I could convince them that I 
had come straight from Paris. They appeared 
much dissatisfied with Soissons, and com- 
plained, greatly of the privations they had ex- 
perienced. I revived and delighted them by 
the agreeable news, that our illustrious Grand 
Princess had sent them relief. The rc])ort 
soon spread ; next morning I was surrounded 
by all my companions in misfortune, and en- 
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joyed tiic delightful satisfaction (while I dis- 
tributed the gifts of the benevolent |)rincess), 
of seeing many 'a sorrowful countenance filled 
with gladness. 

Bcfbrc I proceefi farther with the history 
of my own destiny, I will relate to the reader 
the'manrttr in which tIie,2>rlsoners Jjved in 
France, and how tl\ey wei’e treated.* Perhaps 
the account may be us’eful to many who, 'kt a 
future period, may be placed »ii> a ’similar si- 
tuation : they will thuSj at Ica&t, easily learn 
what we were taught by a year and a half of 
bitter pxperience. Some suffered more, and 
some less, than others ; to the* latter class I 
fort.inatcly belonged. It is true, that, my 
conduct* at a latter period, suiyected me, whe- 
ther originating in j)assion or levity, to very 

severe trtsatmcnt ; but tlie Frent’li hac^, in that 

• 

instance, the appearance of right on their side; 
and my case’ may serv»e as a warning to otlifirs. 

When the prisoner announted himself to 

I 

tlie commandant, hq took an oath, similar to 
that whi, 2 h was required at Mentz ; but with 
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the addition, that he was not to go beyond 
half a league’s distance from the city. He 
then obtained free quafters ifor three days, 
kit without any allowance for provisions. At 

the expira-tioft of that period, he was' to be 

« * ^ * * 
lodged at his own expense* in the house of 

one of, the inhabitants; and, if h6 could af- 
ford it, to pay for his own board. A general 
received nne hundred dnd fift^j francs month- 
ly, a colonel vne hundred, a lieutenant-colonel 
, and major sevbnty-fiVe, a captain fifty, and a 
lieutenant or ensign twenty-nine. The ser- 
geants and privates were best provided for, 
being allowed' bread and meat besides their 
pay,, and at least secured against starving. It 
will be observed from this statement, that a 
general was placed above want, that a colonel 
could l^e tolerably- well, tha^ a lieutenant- 
colonel and major could with dilEculty exist, 
am^l, that the subalterai officers were miserable. 
It is true, that twenty-nine francs were suffi- 
ciept to pay for theirTioard ; but how could 
ithey provide themselves wjth linen, , clothes, 
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and boots? During the first few inontlis, 

whilst we all possessed some remains cd cloth- 

«» 

ing, we wertj tolerably comfortable ; but, in 
the course of time, our feet and elbjbws re^ 
mained without covering. Soissons is.an opu- 
lent city, containing six thousana inhabitants, 
yet n«ne ofi them took c®mpaSsion on our 
distress. 

t' ' 

During the first three days, some of the u'f- 
habitants, after giving the prisoners who were 
quartered upon them provisions, '•in addkion 
to the lodging they were obliged to provide, 
turned them out of their houses without pity^ 
but even this was kinder treatment than 
others ’experienced, whose hosts would gi'^e 
them nothing, and who were forced to beg a 
morsel of bread from their comrades. Had 
the prisoner, on their arrival, fecei^ed a 
month’s pay bi advance, they would have 
been enabled fo provide themselves with no, 
cessaries. But the government did not con- 
sider it prudent to adopt this measure, as 
many of tl;e prisoners might have died, and 
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would thus have received more than was their 
due. i call two hundred comrades to wit- 
ness, that there was hnly one bilker in Sois- 
.sons.wtio would give bread on credit, even 
with the security of tjie commandant : it is 
evide^it, therefore, that numbers must lite- 
rally have b^?gg,ed>. 

The climate of^ Fr£\,nce is doubtless very 
fine, tbough the cold is extremely severe dur- 
ing the winter; and as the rooms. are not 
heaCed by flues, we felt the torments of cold 
even more insufferable than those of hunger. 
"Business covdd scarcely be thought ol during 
the severe weather ; we had enough to do to 

keep our fingers in a moveable condition, by 

1 

breathing upon them. To defend themselves 
against the cold, twenty or thirty of the pri- 
soners frequently crowded together in one 
room, and stopped up the doors and windows 
."s well as they -were able, in. the hope of 
wanning tile atmosphere by their own exha- 
lations. But the slight mode in which the 
houses are constructed, the chh^ney which 
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serves to convey a continual draught of air, 
and the cold brich floor, rendered e)ien this 
scheme unsaccessful. Jlowever, the prisoners 
continued to assemUle tosvether for le sake 
of society, as it aflbrded them «oioe little 
consolation to *sufter and complain in cacli 
other’s company ; but excepting* Major Swits- 
chin (with w'hoin I was *quarf(‘red) ^id an- 
other of our unhappy camrades, no-tie could- 

t 

aflbrd have fifes in their apartments, oii 
account of the high pric?e of wood. ,Our 
most intimate acquaintances, therefore, came 
to our quarters eai'ly in the morning, and rcr ' 
mained with us until bed-time. also fre- 

quently visited our shiveiing comrades, to 
show that* we were not unfeeling enough to 
avoid them whilst we were better off than 
they j thougli a visit to these truly anfbrtunatc 
men, des veritahles maUmireux (as the Frenclf 

themselves styled the )>risoners),.ca,st a gfbom 
• ^ 
over our spirits for several days, as we wit- 
nessed only pale and dejected countenances. 
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grief, and distress; and heard nothing but 
complaints. 

At last, a speculating Frenchman daily 
kindled a large fire for the accommodation 
of the „ prisoners, for which each ‘paid him 
one franc per month. He contrived to ren- 
der this plaK very profitable, as. he took the 
oppoi'tunity of selling to the crowd, whom 
.4ns fire attracted, nvich .wretched brandy at a 
very dear .rate. As no shopkeep^ in the 
town would give us any thing on credit, the 
commandant consented to pay this speculator 
,thc cost of his fire out of our monthly 
allowjince.. Most of the prisoners, it is true, 
Inid then very little balance to receive ; and 
being unacchstomed to calculate their ex- 
penses to the precision of a single sous, they 
were frequently induced, through cold and 
hunger, to take a dram more than they could 
properly aHprd to pay for. The commandant, 
who was tormented by the applications of the 
starving prisoners, at length ordered that 
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thirteen francs should be allotted monthly to 
purchase bread; and, ®n no account what- 
ever, applied to any other purpose. Most of 

• • » 

the prisoMers carried these thirteen .francs 
immediately to tlie baker, and were thus cer- 
tain of, procijring their' dajly allowance of 
bread. ' But many who had not res^Sution 
enough ^o withstand, temptation, faijed to 
perform this act iof prudence ; thpy , spent 
the money they received in drinking, ^^nd 
starved the remainder of the month, gliding 
about the town like ghosts. The misery and 
distress of the prisoners increased evpry month, 
till at leugth the Russian priest was one morn- 
ing found dead in bed, and two Wys after an 
o'fficer expired in the same manner. 

These distressing occurrences roused, at 
last, the attention of the commandant. He 
invited the princip’al officers to a’consulTaT 
tion, which I attended as interpreter. After 

a long deliberation, it was resolved that no 

• • 

deduction should be made from the pay of 
tlie prisoners, excepting what*was du£ to tive 
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butcher and baker. Whoper gave them cre- 
dit miglit do it at hif} own peiii, as no com- 

plaijita v/ould liencefofth be attended to. liy 
* # # ^ 

this reguUition, numbers were rescued from 

f 

despair. Itcturnlng spring 'diminished their 
difficidties, (ind m Summer thf fuel„was su- 
pcrfliialins. Hoots of all kinds were likewise 
«very ^heap, and many;, of tlie prisoners dc- 
■ voted, a great part of their time to fishing, 
an4 were tiiiis eirabled to support themselves. 

Tire demands of the stomach being now 
^provided for, the claims of' the back began to 
be considered. Most of the prisoners liad 
either slept in their clothes, or used them to 
cover their bbds during the nighty they were, 
consequently, doubly worn. While wander- 
ing aboufc.the streets covered wi.th rags, tlicy 

( * f 

had the appearance of sturdy beggars, espe- 
cially as tijoy all carried long sticks. When 

* • ' 

we were roviewed, which was generally twice 
every month, money might, very fairly^ have 
been required from the crowd that witnessed 
sc tragi-comic a spectacle. The spectators 
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were, ho\ve^ er, only disposed to laugli, and 

% 

seemed too hard-iiearted to bestow ofi us any 

• t' 

proofs of commisera1|ion. 

The folloAfing circumstance was regarded 
as a, phenomenon afinong us. My worthy 
friend. Doctor Kuhne, who, with his monthly 
allowraticc of thirty-nine fra«cs, w'ould sit for 
wlioJe days in a garrfet studying and chewing 
tobacco, had, in the course of five months, 
by lialf starving hipaself, saved enough to pur- 
chase a new great-coat, and a jtair of boots. 
His health was, however, impaired by this 
mode of living; and, in a month aflerwarcfs, 
he was seized with a violent fit o’f illness. He 
would then have been oblig^l to sell all ’his 
clothes, had not a rich apothecaiy, who va- 
lued him for his chemical knowledge, sup- 
plied him with medicine gratis. 

In general^ the inhabitants C 9 ntinue(|^lia- 
trusiful and selfish from first to last, though 
they must have known, that our emperor, on 
the conclusion of evef)' treaty of peace, agreed 
to pay the expenses of hjs imprisoned sub- 
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jects, ar\d that those who proved their bene- 
factors were always generoucly rewarded. 

It was impossible to,, procure board and 
•lodging under forty francs; few, of course, 

o r 

could enjoy the advantage of living in » re- 
spectable family, andthiislearning tospeak the 
French ^language \s;ith facility. The ehief 
part of the prisoners form'ed themselves, there- 
lore, into what they termed rpesses, for each 
of which one individual was chosen to be 
the manager. But even in this way their ex- 
istence was very miserable; in the first place, 
tlie peasantry in the market made no scruple 
of cheating the Russians; secondly, wood 
wa^ excessively \lear; thirdly, they wm'e oblig- 
ed to provide themselves with cooking-uten- 
sils; and fourthly, if they did not purchase 
their provisions at the proper time for laying 
irr c itpre, th^y w'ere forced to pay double I'or 
theVii. But how were we to lay in provisions, 
who could scarcely pay for a morsel from 
hand to mouth ? j\nd, had such purchases 
been practicable, ,m case of a sudden ex- 
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change of prisoners, how could we have dis- 
posed of our st-sck ? 

Had we been pj'ovided with bread and 

* ‘ * 
meat by the government, and had the'citizdn^ 

be€« bound to cook our meat and rpots for 

us, we should never have had to endure thft 

Ik • • « 

torments of hunger, j^nd the government 

wc'uld even -have sS.ved by such an arrange- 
• • * • 
ment. Had we even been allowed to sqnd 

op'bn letters to our friends, how much miserv 
might have been spared to us ! And this per-' 
mission might have been granted by the go- 
vernment without any chance of danger. 
The Englishmen and Spaniards, who enjoyed 
this advantage, were all wVdl provided* for, 
w'hilst we wrote a hundred letters without re- 
ceiving either answers or relief ; for, in fact, 

» • 
none of our letters were ’forwarded. 

The number of Russian ofl^cc^s wlip-had 

* * * 

betm made prisoners amounted only to^ 60 , 
among whom were one general, and at least 
sixty civil persons ("With thefrank of military 
officers'), who wefe for the most^part men of 
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property, and who had been dragged from 
Ihcir homes, without knowing why, and de- 
clarcd prisoners of war. 

■' i must DOW say a word respecting the city 
of Soissons, which is iiuilt in a style comBion 
to the whole of France, with very little va- 
riation.* Soissons wa^ in ancient times, under 
Louis the Debonnaire, a rbyal residence; and 
the remains of the palace are still to be seen. 
The old fortilications of the city are nf)w 
planted with fine tree&, and form a beautiful 
promenade, surrounded wdth luxuriant sce- 
nefy. The river Aisne divides the town into 
two unequal parts, the smallest of which is on 
the side towards jLaon. This fine river winds 
through a superb valley, and loses itself in 

the Oise near Compeigne. Soissons itself is 

' ) 

sit!Liated''in an extensive plain, Svhich is encir- 
clcil-tadth vine.-jcovered hills, and from which 
five* long valleys, interspersed with villages 

I 

and chateaus, proceed like so many rays. 
All the roads are boi*dertid with trees, parti- 
cularly that .ivhich laads towards Laon. Here 
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there is a walk of a league and a half, be- 

• ^ 

tween s^xtupttJ rows of old trees, where de- 
lightful clumps aPicl groves vary the prospect 

/(I * * 

all tjic way to -the river, on tile* opposite 

• • 

bank of which th^ view is c]osed by an ele- 
gant chateau. About the middle of this long 
a’fley is a spot surrounded wjth arbours, where 
Ibc inhabh;ants dance on Sundays. But the 
most beautiful promenade is the Jioiji 
'Plcxe, on the road leading to Compcigne. It 
is a pity that the treds in this beautiful gro\*c 


are so frequently cut down, for numbei^ of 
-singing-birds are thereby driven away. The 


chateau Vauhin stands in a delightful situa- 
tion oji the road to Paris.^ The owner *of this 


castle is the learned and celebrated Pougins.^ 
Though he is now sixty years^ of age, and has 
been forty years blind, he still |losses.ses a 
very lively disposition: he is at prer-i-i.i.'em- 
])loyed in compiling an universal dicfTbnary, 
and holds ^correspondence with several aca- 
demies. His wife is a very amiable English- 
wom’an. The’ people » of tho surrounding 
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country speak with tlie highest respect of this 
woj'thy pair. He gave me a piessing invita- 
tion to visit him, as he knew and respected 
mjf fathef. His study is cd^^ered with green 
baize, and he generally sitS in a kind of c?i- 
binet or tent, made of •• green pasteboard, 
where he (|ictates trf hi« secretary. 

The chateau of General 'Diilolois is parti- 
cidatly distinguished for the beauty of its si- 
tuation, and the tastefpl style of its arcliitec- 
ture. The grounds whith surround the castle 
are laid out by Madame Dulolois, who wan- 
dered about this paradise of her own creating, 
leading a melancholy kind of widowliood, 
whilst “her husband^ was with the army., She 
is one of the handsomest women I ever saw 
in my life. At a short distance from this 
chateau stands the convent of St. 'Michael, in 
which -iibe unnatural children of ^vouis the 
Deborffj'aire confined their father. The fol- 
lowing words are cut on the wall of his prison : 
“ I am an unfbrturfate king' and father ! My 
awn children have in^prisoned me !” It is 
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affirmed, that these words were the work <>f 
tlie king himself, but I cannot answer for the 
truth of that statempent. This convent is now 
the property of a I'Jch currier. 

The streets of*^the small toy(?n§ in France 
are very nafrow. The houses, though in ge- 
nei-jd consisting only of .two stories, are ratht'r 
high in proportion to their ^breadth, and are 
painted on the oytside with an gray cp- 
lour, which becomes darker evQryycar. Tlte 
stone which is used foi^build^jig is quite soft 
wlien it is first dug from the quarry, but it 
becomes Jiarder in time. The ground-fl^rs 
are, for the most part, shop?. Few houses 
have more than four windows, looking to- 
wards t»he street ; many have only three, and 
some even but two. Most of the houses in 
Soissons, contain only three ^ooms, for the 
same apartment serves for kitchen and 'sit- 
ting-room ;* the becJ-chamVev'is on uie first 
door, and on the upper story there is a little 
room, which is cither let out, or occupied by 
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a sen^’ant. Every room contains a chimney. 

The floor^s are sometimes paved with brick, 

but, in general, only covered with“a mass of 

clay, which becomes dr^, and produces a 

horrible dust on being swept. In the course 

of two y ears, ^ this floor is cither entirely swept 

away, or becomes so uiievea and ofurrov ed, 

that one ^ can scarcely walk across it without 

the risk qf breaking a leg. The windows 

have small panes of glass and lattices. The 

ceilings are seldom' plastered, being gene- 
‘ ' <» 

rally formed of white-washed beams; and the 
wa^Is are hung with coloured pa])cr. Wicker 
chairs, unshapely tables, and large bedsteads, 
are, in general, tl/c only articles of furniture; 
sopbas are seldom to be met with. The 
Frencli suppose, that sleeping with their 
heads low tends to improve the shape, and 
therefore never make use of pillows; this, 
howewr, accounts lor the custom they all 
have of snoring in their sleep; and, as in this 
position, there is a strong ^detoj mijiation of 
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the blood towards the head, it is not surpris- 
ing that they are troubled wu'tli continual 
head-achos. 

The churches, w^ich are very old, are ma- 
jestic buildings, in the Gothic "jtylp. 

On market days, the whole •fnarket-place 

is h^led with asses;’ and I ,must take this 

opportunity of mentihning tlie t^rofitable 

speculation of a Monsieur Defrance, a dealer 

in tobacco, at Soissons. He lived near life 

y 

market-place, and, on inarket^ days, let out 
his yard for putting up the asses. The pea- 
sants deliv ered these animals to his care, whilst 
they carried their goods abopt the market. 
Each peasant paid him tv^o sous, by which 
means •Monsieur Defrance obtained every 
week three hundred sous. On these occa- 
sions, thg office of taking charge of‘ the asses 
w'as consigned to his amiable and acc6m- 
plished daughter. 
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CHAPTEI^ Xll. 

Residence in l^issons. 

I LIVED about 'A month with Major Switschin, 
in the house qt' Ancri, the peruquier we 
took our'.,ineals at an ordinary, wishing to en- 
ter into no fixed engagpme^it until we shouKi 
be'bctter acquainted with the town, aiui know 
how to make 9s economical an arrangement 
as possible. That was less necetsary lor the 
niifyor than for me, as I had twenty -five francs 
Jess of income, and was very badly equi[)[)eJ. 
He wished not tp leave his quarters, but it 
was necessary for me to find a house in which 
I could board. It now appeared to be my 
fate to live a^nong the Jrizeurs of Poissons ; 
for I could find accommodation no where, 
except with another pcpiquier, named Clio- 
selet; where, how'ever, every thing w'as in a 
better style than in the mansion ^of M. Ancri. 
The gay, lively, and witty wife of M. Cho- 
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selet, managed her hoifSehold affairs with 
great propriety, and ‘often succeeded in re- 
animating the ‘drooping spirits of the poor 
prisoners. Th^ only ^sagreeable circum- 
stance was,* that we had to dine A^ith M. 
• # • , 
Choselet’s journeymen— -fellows, who instead 

of descrvi'Wig to *sit at opr taSle*, ^erb not evtyi 


fit to wait Itchind it. 

«. • 

For a neat apartment, with a bed and my 
board, I paid fifty francs a month, ytticltwas 
the whole of iny allowance ; but the terms 
were, in fact, very reasonable. 

Tiie mode of living among this cla^ of 
people throughout the whole of Frar>ce is the 
/bllowing: At eight o’clock in tjje morning, 
the burgeois ‘goes to his door, where he car- 
ries on a conver^tion, about the news of the 
day and politi**!, with his neighbour on the 
opposite side of. the street. They keep up 
the dialogue by' loudly* bellowing ‘to each 
other. In the mean time, each interlocutor 
consumes his breakfast, consisting of bread 
and'cheese : to enable him to do which the 

K 
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more readily, he always carries a knife witlr 
him.- The talking an4 the eating ended, 
he proncMinces his u rcookr ! Then, returning 
into , his house, he dMnks sonte sour wine, en- 
dures a little scolding from his wife, and goes 
quietly to work. The same sort of breakfast 

fell also fo my lot, but it was no^- served to 

*1 ■' 

me in my apartment ; I was obliged to de- 
scend, and make" one' of the company. 

The poorer burg^is dine at one o’clock, 
the more wealthy at three or four. A pot, 
which has been set on the fire at an early 
hou5 in the moraing, remains stewing to that 
time, when its contents are emptied into a 
..large dish./' Thestp consist of a very small 
piece of meat, a considerable quantity of 
cabbage, onions, carrots, turnips, beet-root, 
in, short, vegetables of fveujrkind, potatoes 
excepted. Every thing which after the long 
boiling still retains any degree of conr:istencc, 
is removed into another dish. The licpiid re- 
mains in the first dish, into which madamc 
puts a quantity of bread, which she cuts 
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down for that purpose When the operation 
of soaking the bread is completed, the -cry of 
“ La soupe est trempee / ‘resounds thi-ough the 
house, and summons ai,^ tlie family to (/iijner. 
Whenever I heard the^all,^ two le&ps' served 
me to descend the stairs ; on ’account of 
which, 'SHlid nly corpul^cy,*t^e jbcular land- 
lady called me .her teaden bird.” When- 
ever she ' saw me apfiroaCh, she usecV to ex- 
claim, “ Void man oiseau de plon^V* * 

The soup is nutritious* but *the seven 
hours boiled beef can j)ossess no quality of 
that sort™ It is seasoned with a mustard 
sauce, and eaten with spoons. As for tlie sour 
beverage whicJi follows, I s»^all not mis- 
call it wine. The French have good reason 
• 

to drink to each otlier’s health at every glass 
they take, fi>r if .they experience* no ipjury 
from the liquor, it can be ow'ing only to the 
kiiKl^prayers they reCinrocate • when thev 
swallow it. 

After the seednd dish was seryed, the com- 
pany gerierally beggn to depart. W’^e all, 

K 2 
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however, eat heartil^P'of the well salted and 
peppered vegetables, which were graced on 
Sundays and holyda^s with the addition of a 
couple of good large^t-sausages. Roasted or 
boiled 'meat seldom appeared on flie table; 
but a good'dessert, consisting of all the fruits 

I 

of the seasoh, was nevj^r wanting, /i night, 
we supped on an omelet and fruit. This sort 
of foods which is very light, and by no means 
pleasing to^the stomach of a German, or even 
a Russianj'is very agreeable to a Frenchman, 
who requires nothing more. 

T^e intellectual entertainment is,„howcver, 
still worse. ■ The French have no idea of hos- 
pitality. If a/friend happen to visit a family 
at meal time, he is off^-ed a s'eat, but nothing 
else ; and they continue to eat, with perfect 
indifference, while he looks on.; In winter, 
the first place in the chimney .corner is given 
to the visitor, 'Where- his face is burnt, whilst 
his shoulders are shivering; for a glass of 
water would freeze in any corner of the room. 
Whoever sits in this way during a whole even- 
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ing, with no other amusement than rub’bing 
his liancls, says next, flay, “ J’ai passe la soiree 

* * i 

cliez Monsieia' nn tel, — I have passed the 
evening with Miv su'ch‘^a one.” Sevesal# of 

the piisgncrs were honoured, by havfng*print- 

* . . . • 

cd cards addressed to them, inviting them to 

the hoi'.st'xof the prefect, phuv y passer ,la 

. * ' i 

soiree (to pass the pvefiing). As they of 
course expected a good “supper, which to 
them would have been a very .acceptable 
compliment, they ate morp sparingly thin 
usual at dinner ; but the clock struck eleven, 
and they were obliged to return home with- 
out having tasted a morsel. It is oilly on ex- 
• traordinary family festivals, thi't even the, 
richest persons think of giving their guests 
any refreshment. At their^ balls the music 
generally conststs of two oldwiolins* if they 

can procure a tkura, the band is considered 

• • . * 

compl©i!*;. They dance* bnly. oi1e*quadrille» 

which is extremely beautiful, and nfight with 

» 

propriety be ternlcd a ballet. There was, 
hoxvever, only one co,uple in Soissons who 
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danced with any thing like grace, though 
they all managed to jump about. The figures 
of the dances are 'Yegulated ' by the violin- 
pl^yqrs, who give tkeir direv:tions in a loud 
tone of Voice. 

During the winter it is customary for a 
party, seated round the fire, to p^vy a game 

• t 

of forfeits. A piece^of burning wood is pass- 
ed from one to al'iothfer ; each of 'the party, 
on receiViyig it, repeats the following words ; 
“'Mow ’'petit bon homme vit encore ^ — My 
good little man is alive still j” and he who 
happens to have the wood when the last spark 
extinguishes must pay a forfeit. The Rus- 
, sians have sf similar game. Another game, 
sometimes played in the French towns, is 
called the Chevalier Cornard ; in which, how- 
ever, matried gentlemen scldo’m take part, as 
they do not like that game, even in jest. 

The French have^ in general, very little 
taste for music j and, for this reason, piano- 
fortes are seldom seen in' their houses. In 
the whole city of Soissons, there were but six 
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of these instruments, three of which wtte 

boarding scliools. Parties are, consequently, 

much more dull in France than in Germany, 

where every j^ung lady can play and'sipg ; 

* 

or, at least, jingle a lively air, to whkdi the 
young people may dance, whilst the old con- 
verse. . ?!^ie French, on the*contfary, are ac- 
custorned from^ their earliest years to sih in a 
circle, and talk in a loud'eontidenl mfinner ; 
this habit evidently lays* tiic fojiifdation of 
that loquacity, for which tl*e whoft* nation Is 
remarkable. The chattering of old intelligent 
Frenchmen is, I allow, not disagreeable ; but, 
for the present revolutionary breed, alas, what 
a race f 

I regard* the peasants of France as much 
more ignorant than those of Russia ; they are, 
moreover, iflsolept and av'ariciou» in the ex- 
treme. When, a stranger enters the dwelling 
of ar Russian peasant,* and, asks for a glass^of 
milk, is he ever allowed to pay for it? A 
French peasant'is scldpm able to read, much 
less to wjite. Among the citizens, a young 
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\^oimn is allowed to have receiv^ed a superior 
education, when it can •be said, “ EUe ecrU 
bien sa langue, — Sh6 can write her own lan- 
guage^ well.” The Tft'ay in which tlie pea- 
santry dive is miserablp in the extreme. I'hcy 
seldom tasfe meat. Their dress consists of a 
frock of blue linen, ornamented JiK:re and 
there' witli figures wprked in white threacL 
Their «thick wooden shoes make a* most in- 
sufferable* i^oise, particularly when they ])]ay 
at billiards. They frequently throng into the 
coffee-houses with their hats on, bawl out 
their jargon, smoke, drink, and play at ma- 
trimony. This is the grande nation ! The 
filth which prevails in the houses of tiie pea- 
santry is indescribable. Tlieir wine cannot 
be envied, it is even worse than the Ilussian 
quash, and- they drink it thouglrdt be turned 
quite sour. Those who have witnessed what 
I have in rraHce,. mwit feel doubly eiysuged 
at the insolent pretensions set up by the French 
troops in foreign countries. ' 

I had lodged about two montl.is in the 
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house of the peruquier Chosclet, \U\ci\ 1 ac- 
cidentallv learnt, that a certain Doctor Lc- 
tierce wi’shecl to le^ a spare room in his house 
to a lodger, whom he could like^yi^^ acc^iji- 

i'- 

inodatc witli hoard, I fancied'thdt his family 
would be preferable to the* one I was then 
wid\ anti in this conjeetip’e l was not wrong. 
1 found hhn a vvoithy, upright man, quitft 
free'from the taint of French frivolity. ITis 
wife, wlio was an amiable apd accomplished 
woman, was considered^ rema^ably beautifiil 
on account of her fair complexion. She was, 
without doubt, very pretty; but her danglftt r, 
a young lady of fifteen, was slnll prettier; and, 
imn cover, so frank and iimoccnt, tlia^ e\’erv 
thougTit could be read in her c} es, and then — 
elle ecrh'oit bien sa langtie, and was of ec'urs' 
welt ediicatt^d. Tlie* family*, besides, con 

t 

sistcd of a son, fourteen years of age, aipl ; 

# * • ! . . 

•^od old grandmother. I*paid, it is l^ue, ter 

francs more for this lodging, but witli whal 

advantage both tq my heagt and mind ! 

Op the 1st of April, 1813, in a lucky hour. 
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I went.to ^ive with this worthy family ; a re- 
solution which rescued me from misery and 
idleness, transported me ‘to agreeable and 
learned spomty during the» remainder of my 
captivity, aftd \vhich gavtj,, me a father, mo- 
ther, brother, arid sister; and formed a bond 
of friendship which, can never break ui>*v'i I 

* 9 

cease to live! — May every c-ne in my unhappy 
situation meet with another i-,etierce i 

The fajjaily bS, this worthy m':.r., amidst ;-1i 
the levities and fluctuations of Soissons, had 
still the reputation of being conducted wit h 
the' decency, morality, and good order, width 
prevailed before* the revolutioji. Th;* Jotio! 
visited, gratis, the patients in the Iloiel Dlcv, 
every morning before breakfast. When lie 
returned home, the children ran to sa- 

lute liim; I al'so went down stairs, ’to be a 
joyful witness of their reciprocal l eiidei ness. 

t 

■^riie dpctor had by this tiihe seen and spoki*** 
willi so many prlrsons, that lie was enabled to 
relate to us the, news of the day. After 
breakfast, he rode out to visit his patients in 
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the neighbourhood of Soissons, r^und whicli 
he had very extensive practice. jt-Ieweturned 
home about three o’clock. During his ab- 
sence, I ‘instructed both the chi/dfen ia the 
•* 

German language, arithmetic*, geography, and 
drawing j in return for which, the daughter 

perfected me in Frenc][j, by dictating exer- 

• • ! * 

^c'ses, wliich she.taught me to analyze, ai^ 
write out c:orret‘tly.* The mother was, in the 
mean whiie, busy in the kitchen, which in 
i'Vauce, us 1 have already niffntioned, is con- 
ncctod with the sitting-room. Her business 
was, in general, very soon ended; and slic 
woiihi t!) i: sit down with us, and take a part 
fi! the iusi ructions, praising or blanjin^ tlie 
chihucu, uccuuding as she found them indus- 
trious or negligent. I was not exempt, wheh 

it V, t’.t ni% turn to *re})eat*my Ipsson : the 

> , 

errors Avhich 1 committed in pronunciation 
.were instantlycoiYected,* and I was ^equently 
obliged to repeat a word oTer and over, until 
I could iftter it to the satisfaction of all. A 
fety weeks hafl scarcely elapsed in this man- 



ner, when became in some measure one of 
the famiiy. I participated in n.lJ their plea- 
rures and disappointment^. No secret was 
withheld /rpm me; «nd I' willingly placed 
equal confidtinefe in them. 

About three in the afternoon, Madame 
' Letierce used frequently to sit at the window, 
t/i watch the return of the doctor; she would 
thhn say, Children! it i^ three o’clock; 
your father ‘wih' shortly be home; the cloth 
must be laid for dinner.” Books and papers 
Avere then laid aside, and all assisted in pre- 
paring the table. Whenever the sound of.the 
horse’s feet were heard approaching the house, 
both the children ran out, exclaiming, “ Papa ! 
Papa 1” and each strove eagerly to obtain the 
tirst embrace. We then sat down to a frugal, 
but wholesome 'meal ; » and, what might be 
considered a rarity, the wine was not sour. 
During our repast', the doctor used to relator' 
to us all the occFirrences he had met with : 
we then gave him an account of the manner 
in whicli we had employed our time, and re- 
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ceived, according to our merits, eit'!jer praise 
or censure ; the latter was, however, always 
sparingly ‘dealt out.' 

After dinner, we I’etired to the 'little 
(• 

den, where we all waged wtfr tlgainst the 
weeds and Caterpillars. In allout an hour the 
ladkfj^sat* down to theif needle-work, and t 
used either to readj;o tfieni, or empfoy myself, 
in drawing, &c. • Doctor Letier'^c, in th6 
mean while, visited his patienf;? in* the town, 
and returned home precisely ft six T)’clock.^ 
When the weather was not too warm, we 
took p, walk in the fields ; and the socie»ty 
which I then enjoyed rendered the charms of 
the' country doubly attractive. During J^h^se 
walks, *we sometimes visited M. Pougins, 
who was a patient of Doctor Letierce, and 
who always rgeeived u^ with great kindness. 
We frequeptly rambled into the villages, the 
ij'ljabitants' of which, piany^of whoit^owed 
their lives'tb the doctor, eagerly thronged to 
see him, whenever his presence was made 
known. Old and young formed a circle 



around uj 4 and all cordially shook their bene- 
factor by the hand. The doctor made enqui- 
ries respecting Jheir health, gave them whole- 
some pre.sci’iptions, joked; and when he talked 
on political adairs, would sometimes say, 
whilst he pointM to me, that h(f knev/ how 
to live on very ^ood terms with the Russians. 
They would not, however,, believe that I was 
stTlussiai!,^as I had not*, like my countrymen 
in Soissons, mustachios and a small green cap. 
All kinds of refreshments used to be set before 
us; and when we quitted the good people, 
we- received so many nosegays from the pretty 
peasant girls, that our chamber in the town 
frequently resembled a green-house. As 'we 
varied our walks daily in a regular routine, 
it so happened that we revisited the same 
place every sixth day. The cjountyy-people 
remarked this, and felt much disappointment 
when our visits were retarded by any unfo>'e- 
seen obstacle. ■’ 

We were accustomed to return home about 
nine o’clock, when the grandmother h^d laid 
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out the table for supper, and th*} asparagus 
was boiling on the fire. We seated ourselves 
for a sh6rt time iri the garden, and were soon 
saluted by the welcome call, “ '^\table^ wes 
enfans!’’ Our supper seldiJm 'consisted of 
any thing but roots- When our repast was 
endued, ’we usually sat in *the garden until* 
eleven o’clock, i^d the ladies permitted njs- 
to smoke a pipe of tolAcco (in France an Ex- 
traordinary concession), on»Contlition that I 
should deposit the aslies, by'Way of manure, 
over the roots of a favourite tree. 

I. continued to live thus happily for* the 
space of eight months! It»is%rue, that I in 
sbme measure neglected my comrades, *who 
now, 'however, sufi'ered less from indigence, 
than want of society. But there were some 
men among, them remarkable for goodness of 
heart an/l understanding ; for example, .Ge- 
neral Tutschkofij* my friends Switsghin and 
Hune, the worthy Baron* Hahn, Colonel 
Mengden,* and JPrince Butatin. My dear 
friepds, Doctof Kuhne and Haberland usually 



visited me*' every afternoon, in order to im- 
prove themselves in the Russian language by 
my instructions. With ab these persons I 
continued, qxi terms of sincere friendship. 
AVhen it somethnes happened that I did not 
visit them for a ''week, instead of being of- 
'fended, they ralli'fed rae on our mectihg yith 
utmost'good humour. 

The conversation (if the 'other prisoners 
was, however, 'by no means agreeable. It 
turned eternaTiy on the disadvantage they 
sustained by the interruption of their military 
career. I heard constantly repeated, — “ Such 
a one is now jk colonel or general ! and I was 
a inajor when he obtained his ensigncy.— 
Such another has received an order; liad I 
not been made prisoner, I should not now 
have been withtfut that hopour.” 

I seldom went near them, because the uni- 
form repetition of the samd litany distressed 
me ; and, likewise, because I wished to avoid 
the smallest unnecessary expense ; for my 
pay was not more than sufficient to support 
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me, and I was resolved not to run iij debt a 
single sous to iny worthy host, 'flie good 
man, it is true, after T had lived a month in 
his house, requested that I would only pay 
him siicli a sinn as J could conv^mlently af- 
ford, and that the res| should remain owing 

until k^iiture period ; bift this dclicatg pro- 

® • § 

posaj rendered me tli<; more punctual in dis- 
cliarging what I owbd him. 

It is impossible to relate ever\*act’of kind- 
ness which I experienced from the fannly of 
Doctor Letierce. I cannot, however, for- 
bear to .mention two circumstances, at the 
recollection of which my heart o\'’erflows with 
gratitude. 

I was awaked one morning as early as four 
o’clock. On suddenly opening my eyes, I 
was amazed to find M. Letierce standing by 

my bed-side. . He embraced me, and con- 

• • . * . 

gratuJp,ted me on my biVth-day. 'A few wocks 
before, in the course of* conversation, 1 ac- 
cidentally told *hpn wlicn my birth-day hap- 
p*ened, apd he had.not forgotten it. I im- 
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mediatfly rose, and went down stairs, where 
I found’ all the family drtJssed; and wliere 
each, according to the French custom, pre- 
sented me with a nosegay. As I had not en- 
joyed the Kappiness of living with “tny pa^ 
rents since I was seven years of age, these 

marks ,of attention were new to Ine,, though 
♦ * 

I had frequently contributed my mite to sur- 
,prise others in ,the samS way. Tears were 
the first thahjcs I had to offer. All remained 
silent, but all were interested. Breakfast was 
on the table, in the centre of which was a 
rich cake, impressed with my initials, and 
strewed ove? with flowers. 

•Letierce perceiving that I was unable to 
speak, thus addressed me: “ Dear 'Kotzebue, 
I am glad we have succeeded in surprising 
you. ' No thanks,'! beg of you. 'Were we in 
your situation, you would, ,I am convinced, 
do' the same. ‘ But na. more of this. < It is 
now half-parat fourj there is every prospect 
of a fine day, and we must ^njoy it ; I have 
therefore obtained the Commandant’s permis- 



259 


sion fof you to accompany Us to Compe^gne. 
The carriage waits,a*t the door — Allons) Chil- 
dret), get your hats.” 

All hastenetf to depart. My cake w^S*put 
into a Ivisket, alegig wi^ other articles of re- 
freshment. Before the elock struek five, we 

• • • 

were witli:^ut the gates of t^eci^y, and*were 
saluted, on passing tbrotigh the JBois de Plexe, 
by the warbling of a ttiousand singing^tirds— ■ 
Oh, happy day ! Since that period ’the return 
of my birthsday has always been accompa- 
nied by pleasing recollections! 

We seated ourselves in a long carriage, in 
which were three benches j Letierce and I 
(who drove by turns) occupied the first j ofi 
the second sat the mother and daughter; 
and on the third, the son and one of his 
school-fellows. The fine weather raised* our 
spirits ; we san^, kughed, and jesj:ed, as we 
rode alfcng, and took tJur breakfast when 
were half-way on our jourpey. The beautiful 
road conducted us dvroftgh a delightful court* 
try on thed>anks of the Aisne^ to the distance 

.8 2 
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of niiie leagues, and we reached Compeigne 

at ten Vclo^. We stopped at an inn (the 

Golden Ball) near the chateau, and, after 

havifi^ taken a little refreshment, we has- 
« * 
tened to view the, city, the chateau, and the - 

gardens. 

Tlw? town is«n€jatly built, and divided by 
the river -Aisne, to \fliich beautiful p'orne- 
nades fead. Bonaparte seldom visited Com- 
peigne, n^withstanding the fine hunting- 
country in which k: is situated, as it wjis too 
far from Paris ; the Empress, however, spent 
a few months every year at Compeigne. The 
cliateau is' a magnificent building, and tJie 
Ifeautiful gardens are terminated by a wood. 
There is a fine gravel road, lialf a Frenc]i 
mile in length, enclosed on each side witli 
iron'railings, and ‘covered with mahogany, un- 
der which ,the Empress could, 'in all weathers, 

C; ^ 

e^Qoy the exercise of riding or walking in the 

I 

shade, and upon dry ground. The whole of 
this fine pi'bmenade tnay' be seen from one 
end to (he other at once, with the' view tiom 
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the extremity terminating in the holizon. 
The middle of the. garden affords the delight- 
ful prospect of an immense plain, with a sheet 

of water; the’plain extends to a hill «rown- 

. . * * • * * 

cd with, fine trees, with a l,)road passage cut 

[ • 

through it, which permits the eye to rove over 
boundless ^pace. Here a colossal crucify, of 
marblf seemed jto re,ac}» to the sky. On quit- 
ting this ’place, the front* of the chateau is 
discovered ; before which, terrac.es covered 
with pximerojjs statues an d,orange- trees, form 
a magnificent prospect. I made a sketch of 
this view, •which, on finishing, I gave to Doc- 
tor Letierce in remembrance of this happy 
day. liy giving ajittle iponey to the portei^ 
w;e were permitted to see the interior of a 
j)avil ion belonging to the Empress, in which, 
among other 'furniture, thei’e was *a toilette- 

table. Though the servants , were strictly 

0 • ^ 

prohibited from taking liny pres'erits, we so»n 
found that money could throw op*en all the 
rooms in which there were either fine pictures 
or’ curious 'fiirniture to be §e^n. On nume- 
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rous jdoors to our right and left we read the 
namef?, Duke of Vicenz*a, Prince of Neuf- 
chatel, &c. : these doors led to apartments 
whielithe officers of state occfipied when the 
court resided at Coinj^eigne.. 

Wc dined at the, Boulu^^ dU)r^ and at four 
o’qlo^'k set Wilt oh our return. w,ere not 

so cheerful during our j9urn^y homew,ard as 
we had been in fhe morning ; w'e felt fa- 
tigued, aitd all slumbered by turns, until wc 
were awakened by, the lieavy clanking4)f the 
gates of Soissons. The good grandmama had 
* prepared supper, and w^e all retired to rest, 
well satisfied with our journey. I'he kind- 

jicss w hich w^as on this day shown to me, lias 

* 

made an impression on my heart which no 
time can effacce 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

f: 

Contiuuaiion^ Journey to Paris* 

As Napoleon’s birth-day*, happened on 

the ]5th of August, was to be celebrated 
with Iniich pomp* in Paris, Doctor Letierce 
received an iuvatation to the• ^loase of his 
brother-in-law, M. Berthole,’]n that city. 
Without mentioning a word to me, M. Le- 
tierce. again applied to the commandant to 
procure me permission to accompany him to 
Paris. The commandant replied, that hg w*as 
not authorized to grant leave of absence ; 
but said that he would be less strict on the 
roll-call, 'and jtvould pass over hiy najne, if I 

<r 

would promise to return, within five day^, 

t * 0 

Letierce was him'feelf.unable to stay ^pnger, 

and I was highly thankful for this recreation. 

• 

We travelled jjy tjie diligence, I under the 
name of Dulon, , a raeichant from Mentz, in 
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order tlijat my foreign accent might not ex- 
cite suspicion. 

One of our travelling companion's violently 
abused .the Russians, whilst he blamed the 
generosity of Napoleon y’n granting theni a 
truce, which he said wo.uld cause the French 
to entpr^ Petersbiygii at a bad season ^of .the 
. year. M*. Letierce appea 4 ’cd^ to assent to this 
bbservatioft, but at the SEtme time declared 
that the Inhabitants of Soissons were higlily 
.satisfied with the goqd conduct of the Rus- 
sian ])risoners in that city. 

'We passed through Villers-Cotterets and 
Nanteuil, and'' arrived at Paris, on the 14th 
of August, at eight o’clock in the evening. 
We immediately proceeded to the liouse of 
M. Berthole, near the line A’o/rc Dame dcs 
Champs,, where the whole family jdyfully re- 
ceived their long looked-for relation. 1 was 
introduced as iin' intimate friend of M. .^.e- 
tierce, and experienced a kind reception. M. 
Berthole, though pretty far advanced in life, 
^possessed a most qheerful , disposition ; and 



265 


his wife was a lively agreeable woman. His 
family consisted of' two handsome daughters 
and a son. * He was •rich, kept an elegant 
house with U spacious garden, w'aijtqd for, 
nothing ; but, on ac^count of hiS pnnci|)les, 
had but a small circle of acquaintances. My 
real name was made known tft this amiable 
family, but all werq, requested to fcall me 
Monsieur Uulon. 

Next morning*’ ‘we repaired to* the Tuille- 
rics, where an irnmense^concoufse (5f f)eople 
had assembled. It was understood that the 
Enq)ress would, that day, attend mass in tkd 
clmrch of Notre Dame. Everyone thronged 
to tlie court-yard, to get a sight of her ; ^nd 
it was ea’sy to read in their eyes the events 
which w’ere passing with the army; for though 
the new'sp«pers,were for the moSt ])ark silent, 

C 

some ventured to hint that the Russians had, 
brolqen th^ armistioe! The* Empress last 

appeared ; her air was melancholy and down- 

• 

cast, and a ^eqtle bow of the head was the 
’only return she m3.de to the warm acclama- 
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tions with which she was greeted. This ex- 
cited a-* disagreeable sensation among the 
people, and led them 'to suspect' that all was 
,not riglit- The crowd then hastened to the 
garden, and appeared tp forget tlie sbrrowfid 
looks of the *Empress, whilst they gazed at 
the little Kin'§ o,f Home. He was riding on 
the terrace in a carriage, drawn by two goats, 
and kissed bis hands to‘'the populate as he 
drove along.* IJis little aide de-camp Ibllowed. 
him, dressed in a hmssar uniform. The King 
is a pretty little boy, with fair hair, and a 
'l>air of large blue eyes. 

His Major, ty was, however, soon deserted 
by ..the peoj)le, who hastened to witness the 
ascension of an air-balloon in the Cliamps- 
Efysees. To our astonishment we beheld in 
the car of this balloon a beautifuMittle child, 
,who was sobbing most bitterly,; for though 
the jjalloon was confined by ropes, y^t the 
roughness of the wind caused it to vibrate 
backwards and forwards \vitli considerable 
; velocity. The father of the child frequently 
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took him from his seat, and endeavoured to 
console liim hut whenever the balloon began 
to ascend, the chiltl resumed his sobbing, for 
the aeriaf machine continued to»swing with 
gneat violeu,ce, nojjwithstanding that tfic ropes 
were very firmly secured. There was, it is 
true, ,no chance whate’var of the qjiijd falling “ 
out of the. car; but he appeared to suffer tl>e' 
greatest alarm,* and* the people exclaini(?d : 
“ Take the child out ! Le't th*e unnatural 
^father Jiimself ascend in the balloon !” This 
was not, however, attended to, and a strong 
guatd prevented the people from putting 
their wishes into execution.’ 

The man wished to make the balloon as- 
cend by ropes to the balcony of the Empress, 
to whom the child was to present a poem. For 
this purpose it was t</ pass over the Place de 
la Revolittmu and then enter the Tuilleries. 
The wind had by this tidie increased in vio- 
lence, arid the balloon was driven from one 
side to the ether in a dreadful manner. The 
poof «hild, whom terror had rendered almost 
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senseless,, stretched forth its hani! to the 
spectators j its voice was no longer audible. 
I was so enraged, that I c5iild have strangled 
the fathe»'.* Many of the spectatofs felt as I 
did, but others regarded ^it as a good joke, 
and laughed heaftily. The father was, how- 
ever, deservedly*" rewarded for his barbarous 
speculation ; after having -waited in vain for 
a Considerable time in the Tuillcries, a'scr- 
vant of the* palace came out to inform him 
that the "Empress had unexpectedly set out 
for St. Cloud. The man stood murmuring at 
his disappointment, but the spectators called 
out: “ prisidcra donv d la joule ? — 
Then who w'ill preside at the tournament?” 
This, it was remarked, was the first time she 
had evef been absent on such an occasion; 
and her ^vithdrawing •appeared - to be con- 
sidered by many a mark of neglect towards 
the people; but politicians' stispectcd the Ins's 
of a battle. 

The banks of tire Seine were crowded with 
people ; particularly on one side, along which 
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many tents were erected ; and among them*, 

I 

a most magnifxrent one for the roception of 
tlie Einprbss. Afttft’ giving some pieces of 
silver, and receiving some heart}^ squeezpj, 
we^ last succeeded in obtasniilg places in 
one of these tents. We enllured the most 
intolerable heat for tl>e spdee of an hour, 
when, at last, sc'icral carriages drove up^ 
each* drawn by «ix horses, and, the people 
shouted, “ Vive I’ Irnperatricee*' .There was, 
however, no Empress there.' 'flre^’arriages 
were filled by elegantly dressed ladies and 
gentlicmen, tiie latter decorated with or^lers. 
A trumpet was sounded ; and.we immediately 
])eVceived, on the river, a number of bdats 
rowins;* towards each other: the sailors of 


one party were dressed in red, and those of* 
the othtfr in blue. At. the head of each boat 
stood a sailor, dressed in a white jacket, with 
aisash of’the colcJur pf hi« ’party, and fur- 
nished with a long pole, at tiie end of which 
* 

was fastened a large knob, which appeared to 
me to be made .of leatlier. When the boats 
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had approached near enough, on tlie sounding 
of the trumpet, one of there men endea- 
voured to seize tlie knoh of his opponent’s 
pple, and ‘thereby to throw him overboard. 

If he succeeded, he was declared the con- 

f 

queror, and loudly a{)plauded ; whilst the one 
vlrho remained sCru^gling in the wateV excited 
, the ridicule of tlie spectatjprs. 

i • « 

^This wasithe whole of a spectacle, I’espcct- 
ing the granddur of whi ch vefy high expecta- 
tions had b^n 'raised,* but which was divested 
of all the interest which the reciprocal ac- 
tivity and efforts of the combatants might 
have given to such an exhibition ; for it was 
settled that the sailor in the red sash should 
always be thrown overboard, as he was tlie 
' champion of the English squadron. The 
moment he fek into J,he watei;, the people 
triumphantly exclairaedj “ UAnghis cst 
tonibe." 

This show afforded me little amusement. 

V I 

I received far mpre enter.tainmefot from the 
agreeable party with which we dined under 
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the trees, in M. Berthole’s garden. In the 
evening we wentout to see the illuminations; 
those on the Ponl-Jto^al, and in the Champs^ 
ElyseeSj were remai'kably splendid^ thoug^j 
far inferior to wliat I have witnessed in Pe- 
tersburgh. 

Whilst I* remained in Paris? I visited the ' 
celebrated Hotel des^Invalides. I wJls highly 
gratified with every thing I saw on the esta-, 
blishment, excepting the pretoilded Russian 

standards, which were made hi by 

* * . * 

Bonaparte’s orders, in 1807, and then sent 
as trophies to Paris. In the court of the 
Hotel, (a kind of garden, in, which the in- 
valids amuse themselves,) I .saw one unforth- 
nate mifti who had lost both his legs and 
arms in battle, and whose trunk, with the 
head still»attaq;hed to if* was dragged about 
by his wife jin a little ear. The rope by which 
she^ pulled *it was fastened lier waist, and 
she walked along knitting quite at her ease, 
without seeming to, consider .whether the ve- 
hicle was moving securely or not, and paying 
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no attention to the expressions of compassion 
< 

which the mutilated carcase of lier hiishand 
extorted from the spectators. 

Aft^r" having spent five days, partly in 
pleasure Without doors, and partly in the en- 
joyment of agreeable society within, we de- 
parted from Riris with sorrowful Hearts. The 
kind M. Berthole recpijpstcd, in the most 
iriendly way, that I would visit his lunise, if 

ever I should* again come to'Paris. 

« 

Cfn Ouirt'etitTn to the little town of Soissons, 

r * * 

we found every thing as peaceable as when 
we left it, and 1 became daily moi e attached 
to the excellent family of Doctor Letierce. 
The^ hopes of m*y comrades liad been rjiised 
by the armistice, and the prospect of a speedy 
peace ; but when hostilities were recom- 
menced^ they all became disheartened, and 
many were reduced to’ a state ,of despair. 
Five of these* UEhappy' men, aihong wljom 
was my friend Hune, formed the project of 

4 

escaping, and, an some jneasure, succeeded 
in executing their design.^ They departed 



273 


from Soissons, in the disguise of peasants, and 
directed their course northwards, by the 
way of Lilie,* in the hope of reaching the 
coast of Flanders, and there finding a’vpssel 
by which they miglit have been conveyed 'to 
England. They sle])t dining theMay, and at 
night proceeded on their joMrne}* Tlie flat- 
ness of tlie country ip Inlanders renflered 
• • • 

their enturprise cxtrcMnely* difficult, f«r they 

could seldom find d thicket to conceal •them- 

selves; and, being besides unacqu'tinteS^ith 
* • . . . * 

the road, their enquiries naturally excited 
suspicion. , They reached Lille, however, in 
safety; and, though contending with Imnger 
and thirst, liad already completed three^- 
fourths of dieir journey, when tlicy were 
pursued, during the night, by a party of ge/j- 
dannes, and finally taken. .They weie drag- 
ged from one jiiil to another, all the way back 
to Soissons; here they ‘were placed in the 
most rigid confinement, and it was* with diffi- 
culty that our earnest solicitations ‘saved them 
from beina- imprisoned alona with the com- 
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mon felons. I was one of the few who ob- 

t 

tained ‘permission to visit them. What a me- 
lancholy aspect they*' presented ! Their dis- 
guise, '.and tlu; dishevelled state of their hair, 

scarcely pfermitted me to recogn'ise them. 

• t • * 

We relieved their misery, as far as lay in our 
power; for '’no_ compassion was' felt for their 
sufferings by any of the French, except Doc- 
tor Letierce, who sent them many s-iipplies of 
provisions and bottles of'brandy. At last an 
orddi'^arrived for their removal to Chateau 
Bouillon : here they remained, in the greatest 
' misery, until the allies entered Fra, nee, when 
they were fortunately released by the Russian 
ipmy. 

That we should experience ' more rigid 
treatment after this affair, was naturally to be 
expected;' we weie now mgstered twice every 
day by the commandant, instead of only twice 
a .week, as* vre fornierly were, For^ a long 
time we vainly cherished the hope of being 
exchanged ^or the French prisoners who had 
been taken along with General S;t. Cyr : 'on 



the contrary, orders were issued, at the Matter 

end of November., for transporting our depot 

• • 

to Dreux, twenty miles beyond Paris. Many 
of my conjrade’s w^re overjoyed at this’news; 
but it .sounded Jike ai thunder-bolt in my 
ears. 

Though ^the French k^pt*tlje batrfcof 
Leipzick very secret oi* rather talked of it as 

a victory,* yet the preparations in the (lepart- 

’ * • • 

ments, and even Bonaparte^’s sudden arrival 
in Pa,ris, plainly indicated that all the Te 
Deurns had been sung for nothing. On these 
occasions,* popular opinion was freely ex- 
pressed, and the number of reproaches utter- 
ed against Napoleon was incalculable ; but it 
* 

would not have been safe for any foreigner 

to join in the abuse which was unsparingly 

■ ^ 

lavished on hftn; tmd this wfls certainly laud- 
able in the French. It may be safely as- 
serted, ithat no merchtint, "citizen, or pea- 
sant, was at this time favourable towards the 
Emj)cror ; it follows, therefore, that three- 
fourths of tliQ peojde disliked bis government. 
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'Diere M'as, it is true, in the town oi’ Soisson?; 
an ok? physician, a Doctor Dieii, who had, 
during the revolution, been hrst of all a zea- 
lous' rcyalist, next a jacobin, &nd was then a 
furious partizan of ISlapoleon. His piedical, 
skill was allowed to he considerable, yet none 
of the inhabitents appeared willing to apply 
for his advice. ' , 

The' day of our* departure terminated my 
happiness 'iit France. What words can de- 
scribe my feelings, when I bade adieu to the 
family of Doctor Letierce ! — For several days 
before we had given up all our little octaipa- 
tions and pleasures. How were our hearts 
oppressed wiien we sat round tlic fire the 
evening before my dejtarture ! d he melan- 
choly silence wliich prevailed was broken 
only by our sighs, and tire rulle November 
wind, which whistled round the house. The 
hour struck at which avc were accustomed to 
retire to r8st — my eyes overflowed witli tears 
— our partivig was most paiftful. 

General Tutschkoff’, Baron Hahn, aiuF I, 
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Iiad engaged places in the diligence, to pro- 

• • 

ceed to Drciix by the way of Paris, though 
tlie rest of the prisoners went by St. Denis, 
without entering Iiai;is. My companidhs had 

the sjoadness to .call n^e at five in the morn- 

^ • 

ing. Doctor Letierce, •who was up before 

• ^ . • 

that hcrur, ^lad liimself preparl^d. some JDoffee 

ibrins: leaving tho ladies asleep, he accom- 
• • • • 
panied me to the coach, and, whep he shut 

• • 

the door of the house, it appeared^to me as if 
heaven had been for overdosed upon me! 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Jotinicj/ to J)>eui — linprisoinm’iif /it Si. Malo — Di - 
'■ Ikcr/ui/e. 

Tih', coach drove swiftly through the gates 
of Soissons ; I looked bark upon the beloved 
town until we entirely lost sight of it. Every 
spot which, we had visited during our walks, 
and which I now. passed over tor tlie last 
time, awakened within me the most ])ainful 
recollections. These reflections occupied my 
mind during the whole of our journey, except 
ai short intervals, when I was overcome by 
sleep. 

M. Berthole entertained General Tutseh- 
kotf, the baron, and myself, in the most hos- 
pitable manner possible, and likewise obtain- 
ed'' for us the” advantage of remaini ig two 
0 

days in Paris ; the general was the more de- 
sirous of this, as he himself liad never bcfoj e 
seen the French capitab 



279 


The fugitive Napoleon had hy tliiji time 
• % 

arrived, and was tjalutcd by ]anij>o(>ns, wliich, 

notwithstanding the vigilance of the guards, 

were pos/ed up -on tlie very walls, *ot' the 

'TuilleHes. He then dispersed the legislative 

body, and thereby increased th^ number of 

his sla’^es, -^hough not that.of Tiis friendji. ' 

From Paris we proceeded to Versailles, and 

saw the Great and the Little Trianon ; the 

latter was destined for thn King, of IJome j 

all the furniture represelited Roman ruins. 

In the beautiful, though desolate, city of 

Versailles^ we stopped at a tavern, which had 

* 

once been the residence of the Duchess de la 
V'alliere, the favourite mistress of Louis XIV. 
The landlord was in heart and soul a royalist. 

We rode to Dreux in an odd sort of dili- 
gence ; it had but two wheels, was drawn by* 
three horses, 'ail’d carried eight persons. 
Fortunfitely we had but fifteen leagues to go, 
and we readied Ureux that very day. Our 
comrades, who had arriVed a few days before 
us, appeared better ^ileased Vith this station 
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than they hud been with Soissons, though the 
# 

town was smaller, and in every respect less 
comfortable: the inhabitants, it is true, show- 
ed us file utmost kindness^ and nn\ny of the 
prisoners were lodged and 'boarded ’free of’ 
expense. We received invitations from the 
subJpj^fect, anti vtlicr respectable fahiilies ; 
but we felt severely the loss of’C'ajitain Claffy, 

i *4 « 

the good f ommandant of Soissons. tVe were 
here tormented hy M.Otto, a one-eyed u])- 
start, whose friendship was only sharetl by 
those who were wiliing to drink with him for 

several hours at a lime. Fortunately, his an- 

« 

thority was subordinate to that of the prelect, 
afiid therefore he could onlv harass us in tri- 
fling matters. 

We commenced the new year, 1814, agree- 
■ ably' enough in Dreux. Accounts soon 
reached us, that the allies had crossed the 
Rhine, and were advancing to Paris. Le- 

I 

tierce wrote, to inform me that Soissons had 
been hastily fortified, *and that, owing to the 
near approach df the eftemy, he and .his fa- 
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mily "yv'erc thrown into a state of g^eat unea- 
siness: he requ’ested that General Tutsclikoff 

• ^ 

would immediately send him a letter of pro- 
• * 
tectn^i, to be^sed in case the KusMans sho*dd 

stctfin the tc^wn, Maqy of the inhabitants of 

Soissonsj who had l^Miown the general, made 

• ^ ^ 

the sajiie request, with^ wkich he m<)st readily 

• • 

oomplied. • But Ifow were these papers to ' 

reacli the place *of their destination without 

• ^ • 

being opened? Had their contents been dis- 
covered, consequences Aery disagreeable k) 
the general, as well as the persons to whom 
they’ Avcre addressed, might liave follo'^ed. 
I passed a restless night ; rfnd, whenever I 
closed my eyes, I fancied*! beheld my bene- 
factor plundered and insulted. I rose by 
break of day, and hastened to General Tutsch- 
kotf ; tlie letters wei'c not *yet sent to the 
post-offict: : J resol vgd to seize this oppoi»tu- 
il<t^ of ' proving ^ly gratitude, and^ even at 
the risk of losing my liberty, to convey the 
letter to the worthy Lctidfce.- Although I 
suffered severely for tjiis enterprise, I have 
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never yet regretted the undertaking it j and 
even when lingering in a jail, I, was consoled 
with the idea of having saved the honour and 
piopertyof my benefactors, whilst the^hole 
city was a prey to piPago: my . life would 
have been a cheap forfeit for such an object. 

I took my place^in the diligence, naid a 
momentary visit to M. Berthole, as I passed 
through Paris, and, at nine in the evening, 
astonished Ooctor Letierce and his family by 
my unexpected entrance, whilst they were all- 
seated at supper. Their joy was boundless 
at seeing me ; but so was also their anxiety 
for my safety: they deprecated the protec- 
tion, for my danger made them forget their 
own. I endeavoured to remove their fears, 
by assuring them, that the general in Dreux 
would be answerable for me ; and that, as the 
prisoners were mustere.d only once every 
week, I might yet remain six days absent. 

What happiness did I not experience when 
1 again- joined the circle of this amiable fa- 
mily! How joyfully I entered my old apart- 
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inent, where every thing appeared^ to remain 

as I had left il ! Yes, I must evfen acknow- 

ledge (and why sliould I feel ashamed to 

own ^t ?) *I \^s overjoyed when 1 ngain •be- 

hejd my ol^ boot,jack ! — No?)ody knW that 

1 spent five happy days in J>oissons, for I al- 
• • * 
ways withdrew to my^apartment whenever a 

visitor entered the house. But in the mean 

whife a storm w*vs gathering in Dreux. 

• • • 

The good understanding. ’which had pre- 
vailed ^)etween the prisoners and the Frei>eh 
authorities there was interrupted by an un- 
lucky accident, which was likewise the*^rin- 

cipal cause of the suffering^ which 1 after- 
. ♦ 
wards endured. The prisoners were ordered 
» 

to be in their respective quarters by nine 
o’clock every evening ; those, however, who 
happened to be invited to p*arties^ and^were 

unable to re;turn home so. early as nine, ‘re- 

^ 

ceived billets, ofi* preseiltfng which t® the 
patrole, they were suffered* to pass through 
the streets* pt any Iwsmit. The distribution of 
these billets Was sometimes delayed for seve- 
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ral days, apd it happened, on the very evening 
of my depkrture from Dreux, that General 
Tutschkoff was arrested whilst returning 
hdme from -the house of the prefect, altl^ough 
his person was very we, 11 known tf> the guard. 
He was, at his own request, conveyed back to 
the prefect, and immediately liberated.. The 
p>refect, next morning, sent.. him a billet* 
The general' expected that the prefect would 
have paid him a, visit in person; and he had 
no sooner opened the billet, than he .tore it, 
and sent it back, with the following answer : 
“ Napoleon returned me my sword upon the 
field of battle ; 'I am therefore no prisoner, 
and aiT? at liberty to quit France whenever I 
think fit : I, however, choose to remain here, 
to share the fate of my unhappy countrymen. 
As I voluntarily submit to this kind of capti- 
vity, I have the more reason to, expect, that 
the prefect should treat me with all the con- 
sideration which is due to my rank, as well as 
my irreproachable conduct/* 

The general received no .answer to this 
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note. The enraged prefect immediately en- 
forced, in the strictest manner, tl\e orders of 
the commandant ;% one of whicli was, that 
the prisoners should be mustered diree tiip^s 

every-day. of course, was missed* on the 

* • * • 

first call; and though the General and Baron 
Hahn bftth offered to |dedg<* their own fre5- 

• t • 

dom Ar my return on the fifth- day, a report 

• • • . * 

of nay absence was immediately dj awn up apd 

transmitted to Paris. 

In the mean while* 1 had* a second time, 

* . • * » » * 
with regret, torn myself from the arms of 

my benefactors ; I had also been disappointed 

of the company of a wortl^y neighbour in 

tire diligence; and, therefore, returned* to 

t 

Dreux» under the influence of very melan- 
choly sensations. When I learnt what had* 
taken placCj I hasteped to. the command- 
ant, to assure him that I was no deserter. 
Though he affecyed’to f^(4 for my situation, 
he suffered me to be seized Uy a party oi gen- 
darmes, and sent to Versailles to General 
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]J1«inburgh. My comrades scarcely had time 
to convey *to me something for my relief. 

r 

General Ulemburgh reoiived me with kind- 
n^s, and^a^peared well convinced ihat I had 
not deserted. He immediately sent a report 
to the minister 'In Paris, from whom he re- 
ceived an answer, directing that Iny con- 
.finement was to be as krict as if I had com- 
mitted theft or murder. . I protested solemnly 
against this-tre'atment, but could only obtain 
a written recommendation from the general 

i It •> ' 

to the keeper of the prison. Had it not been 
for ^the kind treatment of this worthy man 
(whose name w^is Biset), I should probably 
have become a prey to despair. I occupied 

J 

a part of his own chambers, for which, it is 

•true, I paid at a very dear rate ; for few 

Frenchmen are free frgm selfishijess but he 
«* 

treated me with great attention, and I en- 
joyed all the liberty which be had the poijvipr 
to grant. I wap much indebted to him for 
sending a letter tp Soissdns^ which he caused 
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to be safely delivered according to the ad- 
dress. 

Eight Hielstneholy days had passed away, 
and I begun to fancy that all the -world had 
forgotten me^when one moijning a man re- 
quested to speak to me* in private. He prov- 
ed to bo the brother o^ the Jlussian Colonel 
Radul^e de Goiim^.* I had .served in the 

* • M ^ # 

same, corps with .the ^olonel, and was there- 
fore enabled to give his brother t^e most sa- 
tisfactory information fespeciing him. This 
worthy man, besides relieving my necessities, 
frequently enlivened the dull hours of ^my 
imprisonment by his agreeable conversation, 
and I’epeatedly waited on the general to make 
inquiries respecting my future destination. 

At last an order was received for removing , 
me to t\}e garrison of St. MaJo. Before my 

departure I was permitted to breakfast with 

• • 

Radulphe,P and was.b;^ this mtftins introduced 
to his amiable family. He gave me a letter 
of recommendation * to a Madame de St. 
Maur, in St*. Malo, who afterwards rendered 
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itte considerable services. I travelled ac- 
cording to„ the prescribed routes. I passed 
through Dreux, where I,^endured the morti- 
fication of'iiot being allowed to sp,eak to my 
companions, /t w'as then reported, that the 

< . 4 

depot at Dreux ..would shortly be broken up, 
as the country .found I’aris was expected to 

. 4 I 

j become tike theatre of' the war. 

< 

1 passed Uirough Alcn^oiv Maycnne,, and 
Fugeres, ayd wvas every where stared at like 
some strange aHimal. '* I arrived at St. Malo 
on the 15th of February. The commandant 
wa^ unluckily at St. S^avant, not far from 
the town. In consequence of his absence, 
however, I was driven from place to place; 
no one seemed to know how to dispose of 
.me. I was, at length, thrown into a most 
horrible jail ; for which severity I, had to 
thank, in a great measure, the sergeant of 
the gendarmerie. , This mao had khe assur- 
ance to speak unbecomingly of my Finperor. 
I at first took little notice of him ; but his in- 
solence afterwards became so unbearable. 



289 


that I called him a stupid, impertinent French- 
man, and declarecj t would complain of him. 
The commandant not being in St. Malo, I 
was left at the d^psal of this rude fellow, 
who gat me imprisoned, jmong *the vilest 
malefactors, where I was* allowed no resting- 
place erxcej^ting the bare ground. While I 
deploi’ed my fate bitterl_^, some of the* wretches 
laughed at me, and'others asked md to join 
them in a game at matrimony, assuring me 
that •! might live very comfortably there, and 
that the jailer’s wife was an agreeable woman, 
and one vf ho w^ould sometimes give credit for 
a glass of brandy. 

In this miserable situation* I received, a 
letter from Madame de St. Maur. The jailer’s 
wife for a long time refused to deliver it to 
me ; but my prifyers and 'entreaties, a«com- 
panied by a littlew money, at length succeeded 
in mivftig her. Heaven* serefned to anile 
upon me when, in a short time, the noble 
lady herself entered the prisoft, to convey 
friendly consolatiob to onejivho was languish- 
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ing in a filthy dungeon, surrounded by the 
vilest- felons. I need scarcely mention, that 
she was a ci-devant. This angel wept with 
me,. p,romised to go herself t6 the^ command- 
ant, to nrake a representation of my, misera- 
ble situatib'n, and, in the mean while to 
provide for“my necessities. 

She departed. Ho” presence had, in some 
measure, set ray mindr at ease ; aind, over- 
powered \vith fatigue, I suffered my eyes for 
a short while to close. But what a scene did 
I witness on awaking from a short slumber ! 
The prisoners were sound asleep, and snoring 
on every s'de of me. I seated myself on a 
bundle of straw, over which hung a'dismal 
lamp ; the desire of sleep now entirely for- 
sook me. Towards midnight the great dog 
in the prison-yard began to ba.k furiously, 
{he heavy doors creaked on their hinges, and 
a guard entered the cell. A horrible thought 
suddenly entered my mind: I fancied they 

r 

had come in the dead of the night to murder 
me. Life had indeed become almost indif- 
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ferent to me. It \vas, however, only.tlie pa- 
trole ; and tl^ cdrporalj who had a lantern in 
his hand, prqcee^ed immediately to count 
the prisoners, rudely asked mfe why I 

was ndt asleep.* I am inclined to think he 
would have struck me, had, not<he jailer in- 
terposed wtth the words,*“ He is « Rnissian 
officeV.” ^ The* patr^le c;ounted forj;y-three 
prisoners: “ And- that Russian thtre,” said 
the sergeant, “ makes fbrty-hAir.” The 

ft 

sensiltion which these words excited within 
me is indescribable ! I was unable to bear, 
the thought of being classed wjth such a 
gang. .When the guard had departed, I ut* 
tered a deej^ groan, which awakened some of 
the prisoners, and I was saluted by the in- 
sulting words^ “ Be quiet, you Russian rascal!” 
Several times I felt inclined to slumber, but 
was constantly flisfurbed.b;;^ frighj;fifl dreams. 
I fancied myself contending with a wild 
beast, or falling :(^om a lofty precipice. Yet 
th^ dawn of morning was unwelcome to me, 
for it doomdd me to ’hear the vile dlscour-ee 


u 2 
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ol’ the, prisoners, and to , become the object 
of their brutal jests. 

At nine o’clock a s^cndarmc entered the 

prison,' to,, conduct me teethe commandant. 

lleav'ens! M^ith what 'delight did I a^ain in-* 
1 

hale the frtsh air ! Some per^sons whom I 

• t f 

met an the street •seemed to take,»ity ‘on me, 
but others stared, and exclaimed, " Coq'uin de 
RusseJ” *^8 I passed , along. Though the 
commandaiit behaved, upon the w'hole, with 
much arrogance, "yet he cond'escended to 
make some apology for the wretched quarters 

which had been assigned to me. * I did not 

( 

think fit to answer some of the political ques- 
tions which he put to me, upon ?:vhich he 
said very drily, that he had already ordered 
an apartiqent to be prepared for me in the 

I ^ t * 

castle, but that in the mean while I must be 
satisfied with the jail.. I 'earnestly entreated 
that he would not send me back to thh prison, 
declaring that I would willingly surrender 
myself to the strongest 'guard, and be con- 
tent with the ifiost wretched coiner h,e could 
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allot to me. This, the unfeeling man termed 
affectation, wliich ill became a state-prisoner. 
I departed in’silencc. Madame de St. Maur 
visited the cofnrt^andant shortly aftea Heft 
him ; and, at eleven o’clock, I was’conducted 
to the castle by the commandant’s aide-de- 
camp: it is Situated near tbg town, ajid is 

* % * • ‘ • r 

surrounded by a ditch «nd hiijh walls. The 
interior space is dKided into twcf small 
gloomy yards, in bne“ of whicli aparfinents 
had been built for state-prisoners, along one 
side of the wall ; mine consisted of a small 
room, furrjished with a table, a chair, and a 
bedstead filled with straw. A guard was 

stationed before the door, and clfanged cver^j 

% 

hour. I was debarred from all society, and all 
correspondence, though for a little money I 
procured pensi ink^ and booJis. 

No one was syffered to visit me, excepting 
the comp^ndant and his'two aides-de-camp, 
one of whom appeared to take an fixtraordi- 
nary interest in niy.fate.. The commandant 
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unluckily perceived this, and I saw the aide- 
de-camp no longer. 

Soup, and a small piece of nieat, were, in 
return for my money, daily thrust in at the 
door. My guards and I did not long agree 
together, they took the liberty of coming 
into my room ; and this was douT)ly disagree- 
able l!o ihe, both on '.ccount of the tobacco 
which they smoakod, and because their pre- 
sence hindered me from' employing myself in 
,1 

the way I wished. I at length forbad them 
to enter ; but they revenged themselves for 
this affront, for whenever they relieved guard 
during the night, they called out to me, and 
I was thus obliged to vociferate an answer 
every hour. Yet 1 preferred this nightly in- 
convenience to the disorderly intrusion which 
I had endured during the day ; I now passed 
the tedious hours of the day very quietly in 
reading and atudy. But when I recollected 

Soissons, and considered that I knew not 
* 

how long I had to remain in this state of 
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wretchedness, alas, I was then miserable 
indeed ! 

Whilst I was in this*situation, I well knew 
that many other* unfortunate men wprg con-, 
fined in’ the castle ; however, i never *Saw 
them. I had been in it, about a* month, when 
one evening the door of joy af)artra§nl; was 
suddenly bpened ; tl^e commandant*^ aide- 
de-camp entered, accompanied by»a guard, 
and imperiously brfitred me to ’rise.* From 
the manner in which they behaved, I at first 
thought they had been sent to carry me out 
to the epistle ditch, and shoot me; but tlu» 
was not the case, they merely sealed up my 
papers, and carried off all my writing mate-* 
rials. *My mind was at ease, when I con- 

* 

sidered that there was among my papers no- 
thing which covdd furnish groond for sus- 
picion. A plan of Soissons, which I haJi 

* • * * 

sketclje^ during rnyVlensure hours there,^Was 
fortunately not in my possession < I lent it to 
one of my comrades, who forgot to return it. 
I had to thank hint for his negligence; had it 
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been found on this occasion, it might have 
afforded ^a pretence for treating me with still 
greater severity. 

When the aide-de-camp had sQarched every 
corner of the room, he tfoted down with 
much formality that I was the son o*f‘ the 
Russian Counselloj; of State, Koteebue, and 

f t 

asked me why my Vather wrote against Bo- 
naparte. ,, I made ng ansyv'er to this strange 
question, He then packed all my things to- 
gether, and doubled my guard. 1 have since 
learnt, that the apartments of several other 
prisoners underwent a similar examination, 
but for w'hat reason I am at a loss to conjec- 
ture. After thisj. I was more strictly guarded, 
the' aide-de-camp seldom visited me, iind liis 
conduct was always very austere. 

In tliis manner a month ^and eight days 
elapsed, when, great God ! on the memo- 
rable fourtlr of April, ,the commandant, ac- 
companied by an immense crowd of people, 
entered the yard. The incqssant cries of 
“ Vive le roi!” and the waving of the white 
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flag, filled me with astonishment, and I trem- 
bled without Jcnowing why. As*the crowd 
advanced, I heard several persons exclaim, 
“To tha Russian! to the Russjag!” yiie 
comlnandaift “advanced towards my door ; 
my room was instagtly filled with people, all 
exclaiming, “You are*freet — Five le roi!^ 
Vive I’^mpereur j^cj^midre !'* h coftld scarcely 
credit what I heard,, when the eommand^nt 
informed me ‘thdt the Russians had entered 
Paris, and congratulated tnc*on my freedom. 

I remained for some time motionless ; all 
was silent. — I know not by what impulse I 
was led to exclaim, “ Five /e rvi /” These 
words w'ere rapturously i*eceived. Several 
persons* seized my hands, and conducted me 
from my prison. We then went by turns to' 
the rest, of tl^e prisoners, and* I soon enjoyed 
the satisfaction of congratulating them ^n 
their freedom, ai\d* being ,a, witness their 
joyful surprise ; many wept aloud, and, like 
me, were unable to believe wjiat they heard : 
they were eleven in number. 
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The people impetuously demanded, whe- 
ther there were any prisoners in conceal- 
ment ? The commandant assured them, upon 
his honour, .that there wer^ no' more. The 
crowd dispersed by degrees, anc^I had thus 
an opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
my compj^nions in misfortune, namely, a 
Dutch colonel and three captains, a‘*West- 
phalian barou, and several Frenchmen: the 
Frenchmen soon retired, biit the foreigners 

« f 

remained. We showed to each other the 
cells in which we had been confined, and re- 
lated what we had suflered during our impri- 
sonment ; we had all encountered nearly the 
same.fg,te: some had been regarded as rebels, 
for having joined the Dutch National Guard, 
and fought against the French. The wife of 
the colonel had come to Paris, to endeavour 
to procure her husband’s liberty, when the 
minister, of police unfeelingly presented to 
her a list of the prisoners who were to be 
shot at St. Malo. The name of her husband 
was the first which caught her eye j she im- 



299 


mediately fainted, and was carried ofi‘ ia a 

state of insensibility. I am ignorant whether 

or not my name-jwas inscribed in this list. 

The sentence was to have been execute in 
\ 

the beginning’of April, but, the Russians en- 
tered Paris before^tKe day .appointed. 

The» people greeted^ us with loud huzzasr a^ 

• • • . 

we passed through the tdwn. St. Malo lies 

qu’te in the sea, beqig built on^a small island; 

it is surrounded- by a massy .istorte wall, which 

serves also for a proinena^ ; the streets are 
. • 
narrow, but some of the houses are very well 

built ; in every corner of the town the finest 

oysters were selling at ten sous the hundred. 

■ I hastened to visit Mjadame de St. Maur, 

by whom I was joyfully received. *She had 

frequently requested permission to send puo- 

vision,s anjj wine tp my prison, or in any 

other way to relieve my distress, but 'all her 

apj)lications w^ra v*ain. ^ I fdt so indignant at 

this conduct of the commandant, that I did 

not even J)id him farewell.. 

Whilst I was overwhelmed with distress at 
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St. Malo, my unfortunate comrades, whom I 
had left at Dreux, w^^ere transported to the 
depot at Chartres ; their removal tooji; place 
during the w’orst season of the year, ^nd they 
had to travel by the most miserable roads. 
Several other deppts liad undergone similar 

it 

removals; and, as tJie preparations occasioned 

by the near approach of the enemy excited 

the"^ greatest confusion, it frequently occurred 

that the prisoners and tlie miiitaiy crossed 

each other on thei'' marcli, till at last it often 

happened, that neither knew wdiicli way to 

proceed ; the stronger party drove away the 

weaker. My comrades had scarcely arrived 
» 

at Chartres, when they were ordered to re- 
move, to make room for a depot of dragoon’s. 
They were desired to go to Orleans, where it 
was said they would find good accommoda- 
tion; but, on reaching Orleans, they found 
their quarters occupied by two depots, of cui- 
rassiers. lliey were then ordered to Brest, 
v here they expected to find only .^seamen. 
They had remained but a short time in Brest, 
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when they received an order tg march to 
Rennes. Although the number of military in 

the last-mentionec? place was veiy consider- 

• • 

abltj, yet th^h^j^f-starved and ragged prisotlers 
afrlast fouiKl sonre persons who took compas- 

sion on them, and they remained in Rennes 

• • 

lilitil their liberation. * There were •moreover 
•many good foyfflists in Brittany and N&r- 
mandy, from whom the prisoners received 
such kind treatment^ that .they ‘felt the sin- 
cercst. regret on taking leave of their bene- 
factors. 

When Louis XVIII. was proclaimed,* they 
jparaded the town at the hdkd of the people, 
aT^l destroyed the eagles. The prefect sta- 
tioned himself in a balcony, and excited the 
people to hoist the white cockade, and ex- 
claim,* Vive le roi ! tjencral I'litschkoff was 

• • 

visited by ji, formal deputation, and pressingly 
Requested to aedept the Office of prafect, until 
the king could appoint andther ; and it was^ 
with soma difficulty he succeeded in waving^ 
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this proposal. He wrote to me, requesting 
that I would hasten to Rennes, to participate 
in the general entliusiasm. I had scarcely 
finished leading his letter, wheu I received 
one from my benefactor Letierc*^, the mere 
sight of whose hand-writing oveijoyed me; 
he had sustained no injqry in the storming of 
Soissons, and had found an opportunity to 
send his family to M. Berthole in Paris, where 
they still remained. 

I continued in St. Malo two days longer, 
during which I witnessed nothing but rejoi- 
cings. 1 then set out for Rennes, and from 
thence, accompanied by my comrades, pro- 
ceeded to Paris. 

I shall ever regard as one of ^ the happiest 
moments of my life, that in which I again 
saw Doctor Letierce’s family. They de- 
clared, they were indebted for their safety 
to the letter which I conveyed to them. 
General Winzingerode, and my good uncle 
General Rosen, paid full respect .to the re- 
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commendation of their unfortunate fellow- 
soldiers ; may Heaven reward them for it ! 

» I 

— This information amply indemnified me 

I • 

for nil ray p^t» .sufierings. 


THE » END. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


BTC 

, A. Vt)N KOTZEBUE. 

C- t 


Though the precedhig relation contains 
many serious complaints of severity itnd sel- 
fishness manifested on the part of the French, 
* • • 

yet every friend of humanity, who feels re- 
pugnant at tlic idea of condemning a whole 
nation^ will remark with pleasure, that in 
France, as well as in all other places, misfor- 
tune is sure to extort sympathy. How many 
noble-mirided Frenchmen did the prisoner 
meet between .Polotzk and <St. IMalo ! and in 
what coimtry in the w'orl^ would Ije have 
experienced better treatment in his situation, 
than in France? His name, though hateful 
to the ears of every Bonapaltist, proved no 
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disadvantage to him ; lie enjoyed at ^oissons 
as much freedom as any of his comrades ; he 
was even permitted lo visit Compeigne and 

I • * 

Paris. , It was i)nly when the gratiti/tle of his* 
heart induced Jiim t.«i absjent himself five days 

fi'om Dreux, that he ckperienced liarsh treat- 

» • 

ment ; but would not sn^cfi n proceeding have 
beOrii attende-rl by similar consccpiences in any , 
other country ? 

'I'he author having, aj the c^mmuiiuement 

of this work, mentioned his unfortunate bro- • 

ther, his father avails liimself ol* the ojipor- 

tunity ‘of here inserting a plain, but well ilie- 

rited, memorial of tliat bcloveri son. 

\Vjj.lia]vi von Kotzlbuk was boiai in Jflus- 
» 

sia. At the agp of six 3 cars he was carried 
by his parents to Weimar, where lie had the 
misfortune to lose liis excellent mother. He 

was then sent J:o the celebrated Nalzmarin, at 

. • * • • . * . 

Sch;ic'pfeiithal, whfcre he remained fivo years. 

Though ‘his tender agQ did not'perniit him to 
pursue his education on an extensive plan, 
yet he*had to thAak the lastitution at Schnep- 



306 


fentiml for activity of body and purity of 
mind. No youth was ever more attached to 
trutli ; he was unacquainted with the nature 
of falsehood. The tender Jove wliich lie en- 
tertained for the worthy Salzmann, ended only 
with his life. If all the scholars at Schnep- 
fenthai were taught to regard truth and 
virtue as sacredly as Willian. did, this insti- 
tution must be the best in tlie world ; for 
thougli it might nc\t produce the greatest 
scholars, it would certainly produce-the nu,st 
virtuous men. 

'Between the age of eleven and twelve, 
William returned to his native country, and 
was sent to pursue his education in the an- 
cient and celebrated establishment called Pe- 
ter’s School, in St. Petersburgh. A few v ears 
afterwards, he quitted the Russian capital for 
Vienna, where his father then was; and com- 
menced his military career by entering-the 
excellent engineer cadet corps, in which his 
industry and good conduct gained him uni- 
versal esteem. 
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Having attained the age of pubeity, he 
wished, on his next examination, to enter 
the Austrian engineer reginiciit ; but as there 
prevails rii Austria a disinclination to the.ad- 
missioir of ibreigners into •that corps, he was 
passed over, thougli lie had gr/?atly distin- 

. * . -V . ■* * 

guished himself at Iiis exaTninatmn., Tl;is cir- 
cumstance dee])ly 'all'ccted liim; but he unex- 
pectedly rcceiv'ed a •l>rillianl indeiisiiification. 
His imperial highness the *Arcluhjke Charles, 
that great commander and eminent judge of 
merit, who was present at the examination, 
observing that William had acquired no com- 
mon knowledge, immediately apf^ointed him" 
ensign in the regiment which belongs to nis 
imperial highness tis grand-master of tlie Teu- 
tonic Order, and confided to Iiim the in- 
struction of the cadets. The colonel of this 
regiment. Von Faber, j^roved the young en- 
sign’s 'most sincere friend. 

He was promoted to tbe rank ol' first lieu- 

• • 

tenant, when th6 war of 1805 broke out. The 
Archduke,* at that time, increased bis general 

X 2 
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staff. How great was William’s astonish- 
ment, when, without, the slightest expecta- 
tion of such an adva’icemcnt he was sud- 
denly informed that lie was made it captain 
of the general staff ! 

In this rank he made his ffiGt campaign 
with the .Archduke Chjirles in Italy. He was 
engaged in every action, particularly in the 
battle of Galdiero, and had his share in the 
celebrated retreat through the Tyrol. He 
was thus formed in the best school’ of his pro- 
fession. At the conclusion of the peace, he 
was employed in making surveys and mea- 
surements in the Tyrol j and experienced the 
greatest happiness whilst he remained among 
the good people of that country. 

In the mean while, his worthy Colonel, 
Von 1^’aber, was appointed general and chief 
of the cadet co! ]!s ai WioneikNeustadt ; and, 
on his represeHtation, William was, at tfie age 
of twenty-three, made professor of mathe- 
matics and military tactics to that institution 
In this situation, however, lie still retained 
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the rank of captain on the general staff, in 
order that he might, in the case of a renewal 
of the war, be ready to draw' his sw'ord 5 for 
his hatred of ^Bonapajte was l;oundless. In 
the year •! 809 hi 'wishes, in this resneer, were 
fulfilled. 

He serve^, in the first placj, under his 
imperral highness the Ajjchfluke John ; and 

had *an active* sha'Ve in tlie operations in the 

• • . • 

neighbourhood of P>esburgh. The following 

account w'ould a})pear almost incredible, were 
it nbt cont)borated by severai authentic do- 
cuments. But to prove the trutli of w’liat 
was related by this young man, no such evi- 
dencc.is necessary, Ibr none could be more- 
devoid of ostentation than he was. 

• It is well known that a bridge-head had 
been constructed in fi ont of Presburghj it was 
not, however, at this time completely nnisli# 

ed, nor even Provided wit»h cannoi>. William 

• * • • - 

w'as 011% tlay_ stationed in this fortification with 
l.'iOO men :*he himself, with .700 I’nen, occu- 

• * r • 

j)ied the out-woAs, and the remaining thou- 
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saiut were ilistributed in the other works on 
both flanks, the bridge over the Danube 
being in their rear. The French unexpect- 
edly debouched from lan inlja,cent wood ; it 
was at first su})posed tlmf tliey intended to 
cross the river, but they gradtially surrounded 
the bridge-head. William had hitherto only 
attended Jo the Sf/fety of his own position, 
and had intrusted the flanks to his comrades. 
He, howe'/er, soon j)eix'i'ived that the thou- 
sand men were retreating along the biidge, 
and that he and his party w'erc almost com- 
pletely cut off. He had now' no alternative 
but to retreat likewise. But this operation 
could only be effected under a show'er of 
bads ; many of his troops w'ere„ taken pri- 
soners, and his loss was altogether so great, 
that he reached the bridge with only sixty 
raen. These brave men hastened to cross it. 
But with what aston,ishmeht ^id they find 
that' two of the supj)orts of the bridge w^erc 
removed ! This had been done by the party 
who first crossed the bridge, ' in order to stop 
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the pursuit of the French. Many oV WiU 
Ham’s men leaped into the river, in tlie hope 
of saving t^hemselves^ by swimming, but he 
had the mcytificaticwi of seeing tliem })erish 
before'liis eyes, 

In'this drea’dful situation, with the French 
in his froi^t, and the river in lys rear, lie or- 
dered hisHttle part^ tcTface rfie.enejny 5 tiie 
tiring .continued qu every side, and he soon' 

had only live men^jeft with liim,«one of whom 

% * 

in a few minutes fell dead at h*is feet. 

The lu’ench were as little aware of the de- 
struction of any part of tlie bridge as the 
Austrians liad been, and imagined that the 
little party meant to defen,d themselves to 
the hist vextiemity. William iiited oftdh to 
relate with astbnishment the coolness with 
whicli a French colonel^ on ajiproaching the 
bridge-head, sprang from his, horse, (lrcw»his 
sword ; and, placing, himself at' the head of 
his troops, ordered them to march forward, 

tlien led the,m on tlifc bridge itself at the 

* 

charging step 
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In this critical moment, William suddenly 
reflcctedi lliat such of his troops as leaped 
into the liver, and had lieen drowned, pro- 

« f 

bably jierishoci only bccav.se thjpy lost presence 
of mi.iul, in consequence taf the precipitate 
plunge from tlq* bricigejn'to the water. ’Wil- 
liam had learyt to swim when l;e was at 
Schnepfqntlqil, and tlmt acquisition ijow' prov- 

'cd of service to liim. Having eli'mbed across 

• • * 

the balustrad«es of tlie brid^^e, -he drop))ed on 
one of tlie pilVars underneath, along which 
he gradually slipped down, until Ife was up 
to the neck in the water. He then quitted 

bis hold, and swam across the Danube, amidst 

« 

tlm firing of the, enemy. 

When all •the Austrians had left tlje bfidge. 
General Bianchi ordered liis troops to open 
a heavy fire c|f graj)e-shot fi om the opposite 
sidft^ by' which ijre French suffered consider- 
ably, and wore soon •cympelfed *to retreat. 

« ' * ’ *. * . * • • 

William only took time to wring the waiter 

from his clothes before he joined in*thc pur- 

• ^ 

suit, easier to take vensreance for the morti- 
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iicatiou lie had experienced. On tliVs occa- 
sion lie look tlic standard oi’ a Jiattaiion, 
which lie sent to the magistral of Pfesburg. 

Durino- the battle of Vi airrani, Vv^illiam 
was stationed oy a detached loweT', ‘with Jin 

excSllent D(dland*telesco|)e. He had several 

* • 

guides lyider his command^ and his duty 

was, to report all thet^ob^efyationsf h*e might 

• * ♦ . • . * • 

make relafive*to the situation and mova- 

ments of the. ej>emy. He ofjen afterwards 
expressed ^lis satisfaction of having, in his 
view fitnn this tower, had the whole field df 
battle lying before him, like the chequered 
face of a chess-board. He observed tluf pas- 
sage of the ]''rench across the Danube v’ith 
suck mjmiteness, that he coul^l evcu*tlistin- 
guish wbethes the horses had long or short 
tails. He frequently mentioned a large*opeu 

f • • . * 

space, which ajipearcd for several* hours to 
separate ‘th# French army yito two parts. 
Cfinvihced that an Austrian corpsiperietrat- 
ing into this opening woukf'have produced 
the most favourable results, he transmitted ' 
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repeattd reports of this observation: circum- 
stances must have existed which prevented 
the opportunity thus presented from being 
taken advantage of. Hp did not quit the 
tower untd Austrian and Frnnch cavalfy had 
frequently galloped past it in every direction. 

He liad, in^ concert with some others, 
formed a very bold plan, which had received 
the approbation of his Imperial Majesty; but 
its* execution ,was proven tc 1 by the peace. 
The persons engaged In this plaif were to in- 
sinuate themselves, in the disguise of stroll- 
ing musicians, into the Tyrol (where Wil- 
liam, in consequence of his surveys, was very 
weli known j, and to head an insurrection, of 
the Tyrolese. - 

, This plan being frustrated, -his hatred of 
Bonaparte made him turn his thoughts to 
the (English service, which he wished to 
enter, in order to bear arnis under the great 
Wellington in Spain. Mr. Bathurst, . having 
been informed of the merits of tlie young 
man, actually engaged him, and furnished 



him with several letters to England lyid 
Spain. He applied to that exceHent prince 

tlie Archduke John, whose esteem he had 

\ • 

gained, r^'qucsting a testimonial of liis past 
scr\*ices,^as a<«filedge of iHs^quafitication* for 

those he wSs about to undertake. The Arcli- 

$ • 

duke, i‘ull of ardour himgelf, immediatelj" 

• * ^ ^ ^ 

granto^d the rcqucst,*ana applauded the reso- 

lutipn which jlictated it ; he was, howe^r, 
reminded by >he cold calculators by v^ltom 
he was siurounded, that it.would not be ])ro-* 
per, after tlic conclusion of the peace, * to 
send Austrian odicers to Spain. William was 
tlius forced to renounce his ardent wish. 
The state of dependence in which Atjstria 
w.Ts npw' ])laced with regard ^o FrarJce, pro- 
duced a disgust to the service in w'hich .he 
had formerly been engaged, and awakened 
in him the desire of reljirning th hij^ nativ-e 
country, fn the year 1811 he entered* the 
^lus^ian army. 

majesty the Emperor Alexander wa« 
,so gep^Fohs as to permit him to enter into 
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the Rus&lan army with the rank he then held, 
whenever he could obtain leave to quit the 
service of' Austria. That leave was, however, 
with difficulty procured. He was required 
to '[)romi5e, among other thjjigg^, ■neve?’ to 

I 

bear arms against Austjia; -a condition with 
which he could not possibly comply. During 
tlic long c6rrespohden<j? whicli took place 
on this subject, William was fur some time 
placfid in an embarrassed situation in Peters- 
burgh, his father j)eing , unable to supply his 
wa'nts : but, uncorrupted by false pride, he 
availed himself of the talents he })ossessed ; 
lie ga\ie instructions in military tactics ; and 
thus,- by his indbstry, obfained enough to 
support 401118011’- 

Haviiig at last obtained leave to quit the 
Austrian army, he entered the service ol‘ his 
nktive country, and was, placed in the corps 
of the brave Count von ^httgensitein. Wil- 
liam so completely gained the confidentc of 
the Count, that if shorf ikne previous to the 
' Commencement of hostilities in 1812, he war * 
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intrusted with a secret and very tlangerous 

• J . • * • ' 

mission to Prussia, which he executed to the 
entire sati^action yf his commander. 

He too\ ^ aetive a partj^i^ tlie*opcrati3ns 
of file war, mid soTii^ldy distinguished himself 
by gallantry and skill in his profession, that in_ 
the spa^e of four monjEh/hb W|as successively 
invested with*1jie orders of St. Anne of tjire 
Sword and St. ^ladimir; regitivcd a GolWt'n 
Sword, an^ Sl.(ioorg«’s Cryss; and was pro- 
*motedYrom captain to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, andjfinally, to that of colonel. His 
•mantle had frequently been pcnetratecf with 
balls, and'sevcral horses werelkilled underiiim. 


Whqn .the Finland troops ynder General 

Steinheil arrived at liiga, William was sent 

• 

by Count Wittgenstein to concert a pfen of 

operations with that general. That Im thus, 

essentialf^ contributed to the safety of PetSis- 

blirgrt,. and conse*qu^tly,*in a mat'eftal degree 

oftlys coiJkitry, is now the 
« 

bis deeply afflicted father.* 
storming of Polotzk, he 


to deliverance 
c^sohalion of 
A t^l le'tif eadful 



was one of the first to enter the town, and 
ills horse alone received a slight wound ; but 
alas ! a few days afterwards, in a pursuit of the 
enftmy, Ife i iislicLiX’orward too.iiKwinSiderately. 
His miraculous dcliverancC' from tlie briTlge 
of Presburgh had rendered'him too daring; he 
dislegardelf every dtoiger. 

, One of the grenades which ' had been 
thf*twii l)y tb.e yoiemy, ’lay the ground for 
some time witlniut exploiling; William had 
not observed it, and continued to galb>p for- 
ward : his comrades behind him called to 
him^'^to warn him of his dangfer ; but tlie 
wind, which blew violently in the contrary 
direction, prevented him from hearing their 
voices. The grenade exploded,'and part of it 
flying* into his face, broke botli his jaw-bones. 
^ Count Wittgensteinj was deeply afflicted. 
Hfc iimnediatclv gave orders that William 
should be fconveyed in an easy carria“ge to 
Polotzk, where* the stwH of the ablest bur- 
geons, and the kind attentions oF'-tlie'Jesi' 
were exerted to promctc liiS'rtcovery. 
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William was unable either to speak or to 
swalloV food. It was with very great diffi- 
culty that sSine liquids were conveyed into 
his stojnaci^/^y Ic was, howKer, ii» ti statft 
whicl* afforded lio})es ot^ convalescenc''e ; for, 
three weeks after the acculent liad occurred, 
his fatfier received a Ielj^e1*vritten infills owff 
hatid, in w?iieh be said: “ Hea\ en he jiraised ! 
my wounds are n(\ longer dan^.^i^us !” ^ llilfi 
he w^as attac\c^njy a violent fyver, which his 
b(Kly, enfeebled by the want of nourishment, 
was unalile to tvitlistand. lie died in the 
ty ent/-seve’ntl( year of his age ; and the Isfdst 
hopes, the pride, and the happiness of Ips 
father.were buried in his grave. ^ , 

Even during Jiis fatal illness, he was occu- 
pied in foniiing plans for fresh mifilmry 
achievements. "’It w'as the universafopinion 
of the most distinguished officers, th^ he* 
w^asi)©^ tdbc a idilitiftfy Crimmande:! ; it is 
«ndoi^tedly Certain, hati' hE lived, he 

woyl ^ so*^^ hVre been i^aiWii lo the rank of 
■general., • thintf boektes Ijging an'able- officer, 
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he was -a most amiable and gallant youth, 

m 

is sufficiently, proved by the friendshrp vith 
which he was honoured by Count Wittgen- 
stein, 'O'enerajy d’Auvray,. Bepnin, 

General Dirbitsdh, General lAorcnberg’, and 
- y 

several other men of? Scknowledged worth. 
Vv'hen'hfe fathei' vrasf,,in the year 1813, called 

/ I ' 

to Berlin by Count Wittgenstein', the sorrow- 
looks, % silent jU'cseuii'c ol tlie hand, and 
even the teai^s of these ei^ii/ent persons, 
proved the bcs^ eneonriuai niiich ccHild liave 
been bestowed on his adoretf son ! 

'Wiilianf s brother, Otto, a :!?kiliid seaina 
isr now on a ‘ dangcsrou^s voyage round tJie 
worhl ; the younger brother, Moritz, pii the 
re-appearance of Bonaparte, joined the army 
to Miai cli against the enemy. May tlieir 
father’s ‘ blessing, and their brothers spirit, 
lest both j Williair/s life >var short, but 
how of advauiced years <caiivboa;d of 

having live^i so \ou0W he did ! 
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